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DUTY 

Our phi los o phy teaches us that the ob ject of
do ing our du ties to all men and to our selves the
last, is not the at tain ment of per sonal hap pi ness,
but of the hap pi ness of oth ers; the ful fil ment of
right for the sake of right, not for what it may
bring us. Hap pi ness, or rather con tent ment, may
in deed fol low the per for mance of duty, but is not 
and must not be the mo tive for it. 

 Duty is that which is due to Hu man ity, to our
fel low-men, neigh bors, fam ily, and es pe cially
that which we owe to all those who are poorer
and more help less than we are our selves. This is
a debt which, if left un paid dur ing life, leaves us
spir i tu ally in sol vent and moral bank rupts in our
next in car na tion. The os o phy is the quin tes sence
of duty.

I say — ac tion, en forced ac tion, in stead of
mere in ten tion and talk. A man may be what he
likes, the most worldly, self ish and hard-hearted
of men, even a deep-dyed ras cal, and it will not
pre vent him from call ing him self a Chris tian, or
oth ers from so re gard ing him. But no The os o -
phist has the right to this name, un less he is thor -
oughly im bued with the cor rect ness of Carlyle’s
tru ism: “The end of man is an ac tion and not a
thought, though it were the no blest” — and un -
less he sets and mod els his daily life upon this
truth. The pro fes sion of a truth is not yet the en -
act ment of it; and the more beau ti ful and grand it
sounds, the more loudly vir tue or duty is talked
about in stead of be ing acted upon, the more forc -

ibly it will al ways re mind one of the Dead Sea
fruit. Cant is the most loath some of all vices.

ENQUIRER. What do you con sider as due to
hu man ity at large? 

THEOSOPHIST. Full rec og ni tion of equal
rights and priv i leges for all, and with out dis -
tinc tion of race, color, so cial po si tion, or birth. 

ENQUIRER. When would you con sider such 
due not given? 

THEOSOPHIST. When there is the slight est
in va sion of an other’s right — be that other a
man or a na tion; when there is any fail ure to
show him the same jus tice, kind ness, con sid er -
ation or mercy which we de sire for our selves.
The whole pres ent sys tem of pol i tics is built on 
the obliv ion of such rights, and the most fierce
as ser tion of na tional self ish ness. The French
say: “Like mas ter, like man”; they ought to
add, “Like na tional pol icy, like cit i zen.” 

POLITICS

ENQUIRER. Do you take any part in pol i -
tics? 

THEOSOPHIST. As a So ci ety, we care fully
avoid them, for the rea sons given be low. To
seek to achieve po lit i cal re forms be fore we
have ef fected a re form in hu man na ture, is like
putt ing new wine into old bot tles. Make men
feel and rec og nize in their in ner most hearts
what is their real, true duty to all men, and ev -
ery old abuse of power, ev ery in iq ui tous law in
the na tional pol icy, based on hu man, so cial or



po lit i cal self ish ness, will dis ap pear of it self.
Fool ish is the gar dener who seeks to weed his
flower-bed of poi son ous plants by cut ting them
off from the sur face of the soil, in stead of tear ing
them out by the roots. No last ing po lit i cal re form 
can be ever achieved with the same self ish men
at the head of af fairs as of old. 

THE RELATIONS OF THE T. S. TO
POLITICAL REFORMS. 

ENQUIRER. The Theo soph i cal So ci ety is not,
then, a po lit i cal or ga ni za tion? 

THEOSOPHIST. Cer tainly not. It is in ter na -
tional in the high est sense in that its mem bers
com prise men and women of all races, creeds,
and forms of thought, who work to gether for one
ob ject, the im prove ment of hu man ity; but as a
so ci ety it takes ab so lutely no part in any na tional 
or party pol i tics. 

As a so ci ety they can only act to gether in mat -
ters which are com mon to all — that is, in The os -
o phy it self; as in di vid u als, each is left per fectly
free to fol low out his or her par tic u lar line of po -
lit i cal thought and ac tion, so long as this does not 
con flict with Theo soph i cal prin ci ples or hurt the
Theo soph i cal So ci ety. 

FOUR LINKS OF THE GOLDEN CHAIN

ENQUIRER. How, then, should Theo soph i cal
prin ci ples be ap plied so that so cial co-operation
may be pro moted and true ef forts for so cial ame -
lio ra tion be car ried on? 

THEOSOPHIST. Let me briefly re mind you
what these prin ci ples are — uni ver sal Unity and
Cau sa tion; Hu man Sol i dar ity; the Law of
Karma; Re-incarnation. These are the four links
of the golden chain which should bind hu man ity
into one fam ily, one uni ver sal Broth er hood. 

ENQUIRER. How? 

THEOSOPHIST. In the pres ent state of so ci -
ety, es pe cially in so-called civ i lized coun tries,
we are con tin u ally brought face to face with the
fact that large num bers of peo ple are suf fer ing
from mis ery, pov erty and dis ease. Their phys i cal 
con di tion is wretched, and their men tal and spir -

i tual fac ul ties are of ten al most dor mant. On the 
other hand, many per sons at the op po site end
of the so cial scale are lead ing lives of care less
in dif fer ence, ma te rial lux ury, and self ish in -
dul gence. Nei ther of these forms of ex is tence
is mere chance. Both are the ef fects of the con -
di tions which sur round those who are sub ject
to them, and the ne glect of so cial duty on the
one side is most closely con nected with the
stunted and ar rested de vel op ment on the other.
In so ci ol ogy, as in all branches of true sci ence,
the law of uni ver sal cau sa tion holds good. But
this cau sa tion nec es sar ily im plies, as its log i -
cal out come, that hu man sol i dar ity on which
The os o phy so strongly in sists. If the ac tion of
one re acts on the lives of all, and this is the true 
sci en tific idea, then it is only by all men be -
com ing broth ers and all women sis ters, and by
all prac tic ing in their daily lives true broth er -
hood and true sis ter hood, that the real hu man
sol i dar ity, which lies at the root of the el e va -
tion of the race, can ever be at tained. It is this
ac tion and in ter ac tion, this true broth er hood
and sis ter hood, in which each shall live for all
and all for each, which is one of the fun da men -
tal Theo soph i cal prin ci ples that ev ery The os o -
phist should be bound, not only to teach, but to
carry out in his or her in di vid ual life. 

ENQUIRER. All this is very well as a gen -
eral prin ci ple, but how would you ap ply it in a
con crete way? 

THEOSOPHIST. All good and evil things in
hu man ity have their roots in hu man char ac ter,
and this char ac ter is, and has been, con di tioned 
by the end less chain of cause and ef fect. Prog -
ress can be at tained, and only at tained, by the
de vel op ment of the no bler qual i ties. Now, true
evo lu tion teaches us that by al ter ing the sur -
round ings of the or gan ism we can al ter and im -
prove the or gan ism; and in the strict est sense
this is true with re gard to man. Ev ery The os o -
phist, there fore, is bound to do his ut most to
help on, by all the means in his power, ev ery
wise and well-considered so cial ef fort which
has for its ob ject the ame lio ra tion of the con di -
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tion of the poor. Such ef forts should be made
with a view to their ul ti mate so cial eman ci pa -
tion, or the de vel op ment of the sense of duty in
those who now so of ten ne glect it in nearly ev ery 
re la tion of life. 

THE TEST OF WISE ACTION

ENQUIRER. Agreed. But who is to de cide
whether so cial ef forts are wise or un wise? 

THEOSOPHIST. No one per son and no so ci ety 
can lay down a hard-and-fast rule in this re spect.
Much must nec es sar ily be left to the in di vid ual
judg ment. One gen eral test may, how ever, be
given. Will the pro posed ac tion tend to pro mote
that true broth er hood which it is the aim of The -
os o phy to bring about? No real The os o phist will
have much dif fi culty in ap ply ing such a test;
once he is sat is fied of this, his duty will lie in the
di rec tion of form ing pub lic opin ion. And this
can be at tained only by in cul cat ing those higher
and no bler con cep tions of pub lic and pri vate du -
ties which lie at the root of all spir i tual and ma te -
rial im prove ment. In ev ery con ceiv able case he
him self must be a cen ter of spir i tual ac tion, and
from him and his own daily in di vid ual life must
ra di ate those higher spir i tual forces which alone
can re gen er ate his fel low-men. 

ENQUIRER. But why should he do this? Are
not he and all, as you teach, con di tioned by their
Karma, and must not Karma nec es sar ily work it -
self out on cer tain lines? 

THEOSOPHIST. It is this very law of Karma
which gives strength to all that I have said. The
in di vid ual can not sep a rate him self from the race, 
nor the race from the in di vid ual. The law of
Karma ap plies equally to all, al though all are not
equally de vel oped. In help ing on the de vel op -
ment of oth ers, the The os o phist be lieves that he
is not only help ing them to ful fil their Karma,
but that he is also, in the strict est sense, ful fill ing
his own. It is the de vel op ment of hu man ity, of
which both he and they are in te gral parts, that he
has al ways in view, and he knows that any fail ure 
on his part to re spond to the high est within him
re tards not only him self but all, in their pro gres -

sive march. By his ac tions, he can make it ei -
ther more dif fi cult or more easy for hu man ity
to at tain the next higher plane of be ing. 

ENQUIRER. How does this bear on the
fourth of the prin ci ples you men tioned, viz.,
Re-incarnation? 

THEOSOPHIST. The con nec tion is most in -
ti mate. If our pres ent lives de pend upon the de -

vel op ment of cer tain prin ci ples which are a
growth from the germs left by a pre vi ous ex is -
tence, the law holds good as re gards the fu ture. 
Once grasp the idea that uni ver sal cau sa tion is
not merely pres ent, but past, pres ent and fu -
ture, and ev ery ac tion on our pres ent plane
falls nat u rally and eas ily into its true place, and 
is seen in its true re la tion to our selves and to
oth ers. Ev ery mean and self ish ac tion sends us
back ward and not for ward, while ev ery no ble
thought and ev ery un self ish deed are step ping
stones to the higher and more glo ri ous planes

PRACTICAL THEOSOPHY 3

P
rog ress can be at tained, and

only at tained, by the
de vel op ment of the no bler

qual i ties. Now, true evo lu tion
teaches us that by al ter ing the

sur round ings of the or gan ism we
can al ter and im prove the or gan ism;
and in the strict est sense this is true

with re gard to man. Ev ery
The os o phist, there fore, is bound to
do his ut most to help on, by all the
means in his power, ev ery wise and
well-considered so cial ef fort which

has for its ob ject the ame lio ra tion of
the con di tion of the poor.

                       — H.P. BLAVATSKY



of be ing. If this life were all, then in many re -
spects it would in deed be poor and mean; but re -
garded as a prep a ra tion for the next sphere of
ex is tence, it may be used as the golden gate
through which we may pass, not self ishly and
alone, but in com pany with our fel lows, to the
pal aces which lie be yond. 

ON SELF-SACRIFICE 

ENQUIRER. Is equal jus tice to all and love to
ev ery crea ture the high est stan dard of The os o -
phy? 

THEOSOPHIST. No; there is an even far
higher one. 

ENQUIRER. What can it be? 

THEOSOPHIST. The giv ing to oth ers more
than to one self — self-sacrifice. Such was the
stan dard and abound ing mea sure which marked
so pre-eminently the great est Teachers and Mas -
ters of Hu man ity — e. g., Gautama Bud dha in
His tory, and Je sus of Naz a reth as in the Gos pels.
This trait alone was enough to se cure to them the
per pet ual rev er ence and grat i tude of the gen er a -
tions of men that come af ter them. We say, how -
ever, that self-sacrifice has to be per formed with
dis crim i na tion; and such a self-abandonment, if
made with out jus tice, or blindly, re gard less of
sub se quent re sults, may of ten prove not only
made in vain, but harm ful. One of the fun da men -
tal rules of The os o phy is, jus tice to one self —
viewed as a unit of col lec tive hu man ity, not as a
per sonal self-justice, not more but not less than
to oth ers; un less, in deed, by the sac ri fice of the
one self we can ben e fit the many. 

ENQUIRER. Could you make your idea
clearer by giv ing an in stance? 

THEOSOPHIST. There are many in stances to
il lus trate it in his tory. Self-sacrifice for prac ti cal
good to save many, or sev eral peo ple, The os o -
phy holds as far higher than self-abnegation for a 
sec tar ian idea, such as that of “sav ing the hea -
then from dam na tion,” for in stance. In our opin -
ion, Fa ther Damien, the young man of thirty who 
of fered his whole life in sac ri fice for the ben e fit
and al le vi a tion of the suf fer ings of the lep ers at

Molokai, and who went to live for eigh teen
years alone with them, to fi nally catch the
loath some dis ease and die, has not died in
vain. He has given re lief and rel a tive hap pi -
ness to thou sands of mis er a ble wretches. He
has brought to them con so la tion, men tal and
phys i cal. He threw a streak of light into the
black and dreary night of an ex is tence, the
hope less ness of which is un par al leled in the
re cords of hu man suf fer ing. He was a true The -
os o phist, and his mem ory will live for ever in
our an nals. In our sight this poor Bel gian priest 
stands im mea sur ably higher than — for in -
stance — all those sin cere but vain-glorious
fools, the Mis sion aries who have sac ri ficed
their lives in the South Sea Is lands or China.
What good have they done? They went in one
case to those who are not yet ripe for any truth;
and in the other to a na tion whose sys tems of
re li gious phi los o phy are as grand as any, if
only the men who have them would live up to
the stan dard of Con fu cius and their other
sages. And they died vic tims of ir re spon si ble
can ni bals and sav ages, and of pop u lar fa nat i -
cism and ha tred. Whereas, by go ing to the
slums of White chapel or some other such lo -
cal ity of those that stag nate right un der the
blaz ing sun of our civ i li za tion, full of Chris tian 
sav ages and men tal lep rosy, they might have
done real good, and pre served their lives for a
better and wor thier cause. 

ENQUIRER. But the Chris tians do not think
so? 

THEOSOPHIST. Of course not, be cause
they act on an er ro ne ous be lief. They think that 
by bap tiz ing the body of an ir re spon si ble sav -
age they save his soul from dam na tion. Had we 
the means to do so, we would raise a statue to
Fa ther Damien, the true, prac ti cal saint, and
per pet u ate his mem ory for ever as a liv ing
exemplar of Theo soph i cal her o ism and of
Bud dha- and Christ-like mercy and self-sac ri -
fice. 

ENQUIRER. Then you re gard self-sacrifice
as a duty? 
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THEOSOPHIST. We do; and ex plain it by
show ing that al tru ism is an in te gral part of
self-development. But we have to dis crim i nate.
A man has no right to starve him self to death that 
an other man may have food, un less the life of
that man is ob vi ously more use ful to the many
than is his own life. But it is his duty to sac ri fice
his own com fort, and to work for oth ers if they
are un able to work for them selves. It is his duty
to give all that which is wholly his own and can
ben e fit no one but him self if he self ishly keeps it
from oth ers. The os o phy teaches self-abnegation, 
but does not teach rash and use less self-sacrifice, 
nor does it jus tify fa nat i cism. 

ENQUIRER. But how are we to reach such an
el e vated sta tus? 

THEOSOPHIST. By the en light ened ap pli ca -
tion of our pre cepts to prac tice. By the use of our
higher rea son, spir i tual in tu ition and moral
sense, and by fol low ing the dic tates of what we
call “the still small voice” of our con science,
which is that of our EGO, and which speaks
louder in us than the earth quakes and the thun -
ders of Je ho vah, wherein “the Lord is not.” 

ENQUIRER. If such are our du ties to hu man ity 
at large, what do you un der stand by our du ties to
our im me di ate sur round ings? 

THEOSOPHIST. Just the same, plus those that
arise from spe cial ob li ga tions with re gard to
fam ily ties. 

ENQUIRER. Then it is not true, as it is said,
that no sooner does a man en ter into the Theo -
soph i cal So ci ety than he be gins to be grad u ally
sev ered from his wife, chil dren, and fam ily du -
ties? 

THEOSOPHIST. It is a ground less cal umny,
like so many oth ers. The first of the Theo soph i -
cal du ties is to do one’s duty by all men, and es -
pe cially by those to whom one’s spe cific
re spon si bil i ties are due, be cause one has ei ther
vol un tarily un der taken them, such as mar riage
ties, or be cause one’s des tiny has al lied one to
them; I mean those we owe to par ents or next of
kin. 

DUTY TO ONESELF

ENQUIRER. And what may be the duty of a
The os o phist to him self? 

THEOSOPHIST. To con trol and con quer,
through the Higher, the lower self. To pu rify
him self in wardly and mor ally; to fear no one,
and nought, save the tri bu nal of his own con -
science. Never to do a thing by halves; i.e., if

he thinks it the right thing to do, let him do it
openly and boldly, and if wrong, never touch it
at all. It is the duty of a The os o phist to lighten
his bur den by think ing of the wise aph o rism of
Epictetus, who says: “Be not di verted from
your duty by any idle re flec tion the silly world
may make upon you, for their cen sures are not
in your power, and con se quently should not be
any part of your con cern.” 

ENQUIRER. But sup pose a mem ber of your
So ci ety should plead in abil ity to prac tice al tru -
ism by other peo ple, on the ground that “char -
ity be gins at home”; urg ing that he is too busy,
or too poor, to ben e fit man kind or even any of
its units — what are your rules in such a case? 

THEOSOPHIST. No man has a right to say
that he can do noth ing for oth ers, on any pre -
text what ever. “By do ing the proper duty in the 
proper place, a man may make the world his
debtor,” says an Eng lish writer. A cup of cold
wa ter given in time to a thirsty way farer is a
no bler duty and more worth, than a dozen of
din ners given away, out of sea son, to men who
can af ford to pay for them. No man who has
not got it in him will ever be come a The os o -
phist; but he may re main a mem ber of our So -
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ci ety all the same. We have no rules by which we
could force any man to be come a prac ti cal The -
os o phist, if he does not de sire to be one. 

ENQUIRER. Then why does he en ter the So ci -
ety at all? 

THEOSOPHIST. That is best known to him
who does so. For, here again, we have no right to
pre-judge a per son, not even if the voice of a
whole com mu nity should be against him, and I
may tell you why. In our day, vox po puli (so far
as re gards the voice of the ed u cated, at any rate)
is no lon ger vox dei, but ever that of prej u dice, of 
self ish mo tives, and of ten sim ply that of un pop u -
lar ity. Our duty is to sow seeds broad cast for the
fu ture, and see they are good; not to stop to en -
quire why we should do so, and how and where -
fore we are obliged to lose our time, since those
who will reap the har vest in days to come will
never be our selves. 

ON CHARITY

ENQUIRER. How do you The os o phists re gard 
the Chris tian duty of char ity? 

THEOSOPHIST. Act in di vid u ally and not col -
lec tively; fol low the North ern Bud dhist pre -
cepts: “Never put food into the mouth of the
hun gry by the hand of an other”; “Never let the
shadow of thy neigh bor (a third per son) come
be tween thy self and the ob ject of thy bounty”;
“Never give to the Sun time to dry a tear be fore
thou hast wiped it.” Again “Never give money to 
the needy, or food to the priest, who begs at thy
door, through thy ser vants, lest thy money
should di min ish grat i tude, and thy food turn to
gall.” 

ENQUIRER. But how can this be ap plied prac -
ti cally? 

THEOSOPHIST. The Theo soph i cal ideas of
char ity mean per sonal ex er tion for oth ers; per -
sonal mercy and kind ness; per sonal in ter est in
the wel fare of those who suf fer; per sonal sym pa -
thy, fore thought and as sis tance in their trou bles
or needs. We The os o phists do not be lieve in giv -
ing money (N. B., if we had it) through other
peo ple’s hands or or ga ni za tions. We be lieve in

giv ing to the money a thousandfold greater
power and ef fec tive ness by our per sonal con -
tact and sym pa thy with those who need it. We
be lieve in re liev ing the star va tion of the soul,
as much if not more than the emp ti ness of the
stom ach; for grat i tude does more good to the
man who feels it, than to him for whom it is
felt. 

THEOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES

ENQUIRER. And you think that The os o phy
would, by step ping in, help to re move these
evils, un der the prac ti cal and ad verse con di -
tions of our mod ern life? 

THEOSOPHIST. Had we more money, and
had not most of the The os o phists to work for
their daily bread, I firmly be lieve we could. 

ENQUIRER. How? Do you ex pect that your
doc trines could ever take hold of the un ed u -
cated masses, when they are so ab struse and
dif fi cult that well-educated peo ple can hardly
un der stand them? 

THEOSOPHIST. You for get one thing,
which is that your much-boasted mod ern ed u -
ca tion is pre cisely that which makes it dif fi cult
for you to un der stand The os o phy. Your mind is 
so full of in tel lec tual sub tle ties and pre con cep -
tions that your nat u ral in tu ition and per cep tion
of the truth can not act. It does not re quire
meta phys ics or ed u ca tion to make a man un -
der stand the broad truths of Karma and Re in -
car na tion. Look at the mil lions of poor and
un ed u cated Bud dhists and Hindoos, to whom
Karma and re-incarnation are solid re al i ties,
sim ply be cause their minds have never been
cramped and dis torted by be ing forced into an
un nat u ral groove. They have never had the in -
nate hu man sense of jus tice per verted in them
by be ing told to be lieve that their sins would be 
for given be cause an other man had been put to
death for their sakes. And the Bud dhists, note
well, live up to their be liefs with out a mur mur
against Karma, or what they re gard as a just
pun ish ment; whereas the Chris tian pop u lace
nei ther lives up to its moral ideal, nor ac cepts
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its lot con tent edly. Hence mur mur ing, and dis -
sat is fac tion, and the in ten sity of the strug gle for
ex is tence in West ern lands. 

ENQUIRER. But this con tent ed ness, which
you praise so much, would do away with all mo -
tive for ex er tion and bring prog ress to a
stand-still. 

THEOSOPHIST. And we, The os o phists, say
that your vaunted prog ress and civ i li za tion are
no better than a host of will-o’-the-wisps, flick -
er ing over a marsh which ex hales a poi son ous
and deadly mi asma. This, be cause we see self -
ish ness, crime, im mo ral ity, and all the evils
imag in able, pounc ing upon un for tu nate man -
kind from this Pan dora’s box which you call an
age of prog ress, and in creas ing pari passu with
the growth of your ma te rial civ i li za tion. At such
a price, better the in er tia and in ac tiv ity of Bud -
dhist coun tries, which have arisen only as a con -
se quence of ages of po lit i cal slav ery. 

ENQUIRER. Then is all this meta phys ics and
mys ti cism with which you oc cupy your self so
much, of no im por tance? 

THEOSOPHIST. To the masses, who need
only prac ti cal guid ance and sup port, they are not 
of much con se quence; but for the ed u cated, the
nat u ral lead ers of the masses, those whose
modes of thought and ac tion will sooner or later
be adopted by those masses, they are of the
great est im por tance. It is only by means of the
phi los o phy that an in tel li gent and ed u cated man
can avoid the in tel lec tual sui cide of be liev ing on
blind faith; and it is only by as sim i lat ing the
strict con ti nu ity and log i cal co her ence of the
East ern, if not es o teric, doc trines, that he can re -
al ize their truth. Con vic tion breeds en thu si asm,
and “En thu si asm,” says Bulwer Lyt ton, “is the
ge nius of sin cer ity, and truth ac com plishes no
vic to ries with out it”; while Em er son most truly
re marks that “ev ery great and com mand ing
move ment in the an nals of the world is the tri -
umph of en thu si asm.” And what is more cal cu -
lated to pro duce such a feel ing than a phi los o phy 
so grand, so con sis tent, so log i cal, and so
all-embracing as our East ern Doc trines? 

ENQUIRER. And yet its en e mies are very
nu mer ous, and ev ery day The os o phy ac quires
new op po nents. 

THEOSOPHIST. And this is pre cisely that
which proves its in trin sic ex cel lence and
value. Peo ple hate only the things they fear,

and no one goes out of his way to over throw
that which nei ther threat ens nor rises be yond
me di oc rity. 

ENQUIRER. Do you hope to im part this en -
thu si asm, one day, to the masses? 

THEOSOPHIST. Why not? since his tory
tells us that the masses adopted Bud dhism with 
en thu si asm, while, as said be fore, the prac ti cal
ef fect upon them of this phi los o phy of eth ics is
still shown by the small ness of the per cent age
of crime amongst Bud dhist pop u la tions as
com pared with ev ery other re li gion. The chief
point is, to up root that most fer tile source of all
crime and im mo ral ity — the be lief that it is
pos si ble for them to es cape the con se quences
of their own ac tions. Once teach them that
great est of all laws, Karma and
Re-incarnation, and be sides feel ing in them -
selves the true dig nity of hu man na ture, they

PRACTICAL THEOSOPHY 7

I
n our opin ion, Fa ther Damien, the 
young man of thirty who of fered
his whole life in sac ri fice for the
ben e fit and al le vi a tion of the

suf fer ings of the lep ers at Molokai,
and who went to live for eigh teen
years alone with them, to fi nally

catch the loath some dis ease and die,
has not died in vain. . . .  He was a
true The os o phist, and his mem ory
will live for ever in our an nals. 

                           — H.P. BLAVATSKY



will turn from evil and es chew it as they would a
phys i cal dan ger. 

HOW MEMBERS CAN HELP THE
SOCIETY

ENQUIRER. How do you ex pect the Fel lows
of your So ci ety to help in the work? 

THEOSOPHIST. First by study ing and com -
pre hend ing the theo soph i cal doc trines, so that
they may teach oth ers, es pe cially the young peo -
ple. Sec ondly, by tak ing ev ery op por tu nity of
talk ing to oth ers and ex plain ing to them what
The os o phy is, and what it is not; by re mov ing
mis con cep tions and spread ing an in ter est in the
sub ject. Thirdly, by as sist ing in cir cu lat ing our
lit er a ture, by buy ing books when they have the
means, by lend ing and giv ing them and by in -
duc ing their friends to do so. Fourthly, by de -
fend ing the So ci ety from the un just as per sions
cast upon it, by ev ery le git i mate de vice in their
power. Fifth, and most im por tant of all, by the
ex am ple of their own lives. 

ENQUIRER. But all this lit er a ture, to the
spread of which you at tach so much im por tance,
does not seem to me of much prac ti cal use in
help ing man kind. This is not prac ti cal char ity. 

THEOSOPHIST. We think oth er wise. We hold
that a good book which gives peo ple food for
thought, which strength ens and clears their
minds, and en ables them to grasp truths which
they have dimly felt but could not for mu late —
we hold that such a book does a real, sub stan tial
good. As to what you call prac ti cal deeds of
char ity, to ben e fit the bod ies of our fel low-men,
we do what lit tle we can; but, as I have al ready
told you, most of us are poor, whilst the So ci ety
it self has not even the money to pay a staff of
work ers. All of us who toil for it, give our la bor
gra tis, and in most cases money as well. The few
who have the means of do ing what are usu ally
called char i ta ble ac tions, fol low the Bud dhist
pre cepts and do their work them selves, not by
proxy or by sub scrib ing pub licly to char i ta ble
funds. What the The os o phist has to do above all
is to for get his per son al ity. 

WHAT A THEOSOPHIST OUGHT NOT
TO DO 

ENQUIRER. Have you any pro hib i tory laws
or clauses for The os o phists in your So ci ety? 

THEOSOPHIST. Many, but, alas! none of
them are en forced. They ex press the ideal of
our or ga ni za tion, — but the prac ti cal ap pli ca -
tion of such things we are com pelled to leave
to the dis cre tion of the Fel lows them selves.
Un for tu nately, the state of men’s minds in the
pres ent cen tury is such that, un less we al low
these clauses to re main, so to speak, ob so lete,
no man or woman would dare to risk join ing
the Theo soph i cal So ci ety. This is pre cisely
why I feel forced to lay such a stress on the dif -
fer ence be tween true The os o phy and its
hard-struggling and well-intentioned, but still
un wor thy ve hi cle, the Theo soph i cal So ci ety. 

ENQUIRER. May I be told what are these
per il ous reefs in the open sea of The os o phy? 

THEOSOPHIST. Well may you call them
reefs, as more than one oth er wise sin cere and
well-meaning F.T.S. has had his Theo soph i cal
ca noe shat tered into splin ters on them! And yet 
to avoid cer tain things seems the eas i est thing
in the world to do. For in stance, here is a se ries
of such neg a tives, screen ing pos i tive Theo -
soph i cal du ties: — 

No The os o phist should be si lent when he
hears evil re ports or slan ders spread about the
So ci ety, or in no cent per sons, whether they be
his col leagues or out sid ers. 

ENQUIRER. But sup pose what one hears is
the truth, or may be true with out one know ing
it? 

THEOSOPHIST. Then you must de mand
good proofs of the as ser tion, and hear both
sides im par tially be fore you per mit the ac cu sa -
tion to go un con tra dicted. You have no right to
be lieve in evil, un til you get un de ni able proof
of the cor rect ness of the state ment. 

ENQUIRER. And what should you do then? 

THEOSOPHIST. Pity and for bear ance, char -
ity and long-suffering, ought to be al ways
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there to prompt us to ex cuse our sin ning breth -
ren, and to pass the gen tlest sen tence pos si ble
upon those who err. A The os o phist ought never
to for get what is due to the short com ings and in -
fir mi ties of hu man na ture. 

ENQUIRER. Ought he to for give en tirely in
such cases? 

THEOSOPHIST. In ev ery case, es pe cially he
who is sinned against. 

ENQUIRER. But if by so do ing, he risks to in -
jure, or al low oth ers to be in jured? What ought
he to do then? 

THEOSOPHIST. His duty; that which his con -
science and higher na ture sug gests to him; but
only af ter ma ture de lib er a tion. Jus tice con sists
in do ing no in jury to any liv ing be ing; but jus tice 
com mands us also never to al low in jury to be
done to the many, or even to one in no cent per -
son, by al low ing the guilty one to go un checked. 

ENQUIRER. What are the other neg a tive
clauses? 

THEOSOPHIST. No The os o phist ought to be
con tented with an idle or friv o lous life, do ing no
real good to him self and still less to oth ers. He
should work for the ben e fit of the few who need
his help if he is un able to toil for Hu man ity, and
thus work for the ad vance ment of the Theo soph -
i cal cause. 

ENQUIRER. This de mands an ex cep tional na -
ture, and would come rather hard upon some
per sons. 

THEOSOPHIST. Then they had better re main
out side the T. S. in stead of sail ing un der false
col ors. No one is asked to give more than he can
af ford, whether in de vo tion, time, work or
money. 

ENQUIRER. What co mes next? 

THEOSOPHIST. No work ing mem ber should
set too great value on his per sonal prog ress or
pro fi ciency in Theo sophic stud ies; but must be
pre pared rather to do as much al tru is tic work as
lies in his power. He should not leave the whole
of the heavy bur den and re spon si bil ity of the

Theo soph i cal move ment on the shoul ders of
the few de voted work ers. Each mem ber ought
to feel it his duty to take what share he can in
the com mon work, and help it by ev ery means
in his power. 

ENQUIRER. This is but just. What co mes
next? 

THEOSOPHIST. No The os o phist should
place his per sonal van ity, or feel ings, above
those of his So ci ety as a body. He who sac ri -
fices the lat ter, or other peo ple’s rep u ta tions on 
the al tar of his per sonal van ity, worldly ben e -
fit, or pride, ought not to be al lowed to re main
a mem ber. One can cer ous limb dis eases the
whole body. 

ENQUIRER. Is it the duty of ev ery mem ber
to teach oth ers and preach The os o phy? 

THEOSOPHIST. It is in deed. No fel low has
a right to re main idle, on the ex cuse that he
knows too lit tle to teach. For he may al ways be
sure that he will find oth ers who know still less 
than him self. And also it is not un til a man be -
gins to try to teach oth ers, that he dis cov ers his
own ig no rance and tries to re move it. But this
is a mi nor clause. 

ENQUIRER. What do you con sider, then, to
be the chief of these neg a tive Theo soph i cal du -
ties? 

THEOSOPHIST. To be ever pre pared to rec -
og nize and con fess one’s faults. To rather sin
through ex ag ger ated praise than through too
lit tle ap pre ci a tion of one’s neigh bor’s ef forts.
Never to back bite or slan der an other per son.
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Al ways to say openly and di rect to his face any -
thing you have against him. Never to make your -
self the echo of any thing you may hear against
an other, nor har bor re venge against those who
hap pen to in jure you. 

ENQUIRER. But it is of ten dan ger ous to tell
peo ple the truth to their faces. Don’t you think
so? I know one of your mem bers who was bit -
terly of fended, left the So ci ety, and be came its
great est en emy, only be cause he was told some
un pleas ant truths to his face, and was blamed for
them. 

THEOSOPHIST. Of such we have had many.
No mem ber, whether prom i nent or in sig nif i cant, 
has ever left us with out be com ing our bit ter en -
emy. 

ENQUIRER. How do you ac count for it? 

THEOSOPHIST. It is sim ply this. Hav ing
been, in most cases, in tensely de voted to the So -
ci ety at first, and hav ing lav ished upon it the
most ex ag ger ated praises, the only pos si ble ex -
cuse such a back slider can make for his sub se -
quent be hav ior and past short-sightedness, is to
pose as an in no cent and de ceived vic tim, thus
cast ing the blame from his own shoul ders on to
those of the So ci ety in gen eral, and its lead ers es -
pe cially. Such per sons re mind one of the old fa -
ble about the man with a dis torted face, who
broke his look ing-glass on the ground that it re -
flected his coun te nance crook edly. 

ENQUIRER. But what makes these peo ple
turn against the So ci ety? 

THEOSOPHIST. Wounded van ity in some
form or other, al most in ev ery case. 

ENQUIRER. What would you do with such
char ac ters? 

THEOSOPHIST. Leave them to their Karma.
Be cause one per son does evil that is no rea son
for oth ers to do so. 

ENQUIRER. But, to re turn to slan der, where is
the line of de mar ca tion be tween back bit ing and
just crit i cism to be drawn? Is it not one’s duty to
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ON ED U CA TION

             
If we had money, we would found 

schools which would turn out
some thing else than read ing and

writ ing can di dates for star va tion. 

Children should above all be taught 
self-reliance, love for all men,

al tru ism, mu tual char ity, and more 
than any thing else, to think and
rea son for them selves. We would

re duce the purely me chan i cal work
of the mem ory to an ab so lute

min i mum, and de vote the time to
the de vel op ment and train ing of the 

in ner senses, fac ul ties and la tent
ca pac i ties. We would endeavor to
deal with each child as a unit, and
to ed u cate it so as to pro duce the

most har mo ni ous and equal
unfoldment of its pow ers, in or der
that its spe cial ap ti tudes should

find their full nat u ral de vel op ment.

We should aim at cre at ing free men 
and women, free in tel lec tu ally, free

mor ally, un prej u diced in all
re spects, and above all things,
un self ish. And we be lieve that
much if not all of this could be
ob tained by proper and truly

theo soph i cal ed u ca tion. 
                         — H.P. BLAVATSKY



warn one’s friends and neigh bors against those
whom one knows to be dan ger ous as so ci ates? 

THEOSOPHIST. If by al low ing them to go on
un checked other per sons may be thereby in -
jured, it is cer tainly our duty to ob vi ate the dan -
ger by warn ing them pri vately. But true or false,
no ac cu sa tion against an other per son should
ever be spread abroad. If true, and the fault hurts
no one but the sin ner, then leave him to his
Karma. If false, then you will have avoided add -
ing to the in jus tice in the world. There fore, keep
si lent about such things with ev ery one not di -
rectly con cerned. But if your dis cre tion and si -
lence are likely to hurt or en dan ger oth ers, then I
add: Speak the truth at all costs, and say, with
Annesly, “Con sult duty, not events.” There are
cases when one is forced to ex claim, “Per ish dis -
cre tion, rather than al low it to in ter fere with
duty.” 

ENQUIRER. Me thinks, if you carry out these
max ims, you are likely to reap a nice crop of
trou bles! 

THEOSOPHIST. And so we do. We have to
ad mit that we are now open to the same taunt as
the early Chris tians were. “See, how these The -
os o phists love one an other!” may now be said of
us with out a shadow of in jus tice. 

ENQUIRER. Ad mitting your self that there is
at least as much, if not more, back bit ing, slan -
der ing, and quar rel ing in the T. S. as in the Chris -
tian Churches, let alone Sci en tific So ci eties —

What kind of Broth er hood is this? I may ask. 

THEOSOPHIST. A very poor spec i men, in -
deed, as at pres ent, and, un til care fully sifted
and re or ga nized, no better than all oth ers. Re -
mem ber, how ever, that hu man na ture is the
same in the Theo soph i cal So ci ety as out of it.
Its mem bers are no saints: they are at best sin -
ners try ing to do better, and li a ble to fall back
ow ing to per sonal weak ness. 

At pres ent, the main, fun da men tal ob ject of
the So ci ety is to sow germs in the hearts of
men, which may in time sprout, and un der
more pro pi tious cir cum stances lead to a
healthy re form, con du cive of more hap pi ness
to the masses than they have hith erto en joyed. 
Hel ena P. Blavatsky, The Key to The os o phy. Theo soph i cal
Pub lishing House, Adyar, Chennai, In dia.
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Ques tions for Review:
1. What is the at ti tude of the os o phists to wards po lit i cal reform?

2. What are four ma jor teach ings that need to be dis sem i nated to pro mote so cial ame lio ra tion?

3. What is the pri mary duty of a the os o phist to one self?

4. How should the os o phists en gage in char i ta ble ac tiv i ties?

5. What are the du ties of a the os o phist as a mem ber?

6. What is the ba sic prin ci ples of theo soph i cal ed u ca tion?


