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thing known to human beings. It gives to
man hope; it holds his heart in aspiration;
it stimulates the noblest qualities of the hu-
man being, such as the sacrifice of self for
others; it brings about self-forgetfulness; it
brings also peace and joy that know no
bounds. It is the noblest thing in the Uni-
verse.

“Love ye one another”— a beautiful say-
ing this; for it is an appeal to the very core
of your nature, to the divine within you, to
the inner god, whose essence is a celestial
splendor. The essential light of you is al-
mighty Love.

Love is protective; love is puissant; it is
all-penetrating; and the more impersonal it
is, the higher it is and the more powerful. It
knows no barriers either of space or of time,
for it is Nature’s fundamental activity, Na-
ture’s fundamental law, and it is the univer-
sal bond of union among all things. It will
not only eat away the obstinacy of the stoni-
est of human hearts, and dissolve the sub-
stance of the most adamantine of human
minds, but it will slowly infuse its life-giving
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tyeka-Buddha becomes at one with only a
particular line or stream of evolution in the
Universe,

The Pratyeka-Buddha raises himself to
the spiritual realm of his own inner being,
enwraps himself therein, and, so to speak,
goes to sleep. The Buddha of Compassion
raises himself, as does the Pratyeka-Buddha,
to the spiritual realms of his own inner being,
but does not stop there, because he expands
continuously, becomes one with All, or tries
to, and in fact does so in time.

The Buddha of Compassion is one who
having won all, gained all, gained the right
to cosmic peace and bliss, renounces it so
that he may go back as a Son of Light in
order to help humanity, and indeed all that
is. The Pratyeka-Buddha passes onwards
and enters the unspeakable bliss of Nirvana,
and there he remains for an aeon or a mil-
lion of aeons as the case may be; whereas
the Buddha of Compassion, who has re-
nounced all for Compassion’s sake, because
his heart is so filled with love, continues
evolving. Thus the time comes when the
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warmth everywhere. Nothing can bar its
passage, for it is the very life-essence of the
Universe. For all beings and things are one,
ultimately, all rooted in the one LiFE, and
through all flows the steady, uninterrupted
current of almighty Love.

Love is the great attractive power which
links thing to thing, human heart to human
heart; and the higher one goes in evolu-
tion, the closer does love enwrap its tendrils
through all the fiber of one’s being; or, to
change the figure of speech, the more does
the human heart expand with love, until
finally it embraces in its folds all the Uni-
verse, so that one comes to love all things
both great and small, without distinction of
place or time. Oh, the blessedness of this
feeling, of this realization! It is divine; for
love, impersonal love, is divine.

Personal love is but a reflexion of it; and
personal love is fallible, because the ray is
so feeble. Anything that has as its motivat-
ing cause the desire for personal benefit is
not true love.

In personal love the veils of personality
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dividual spiritual superiority is an actual
danger. Wrench this feeling from your heart
and cast it forever from you. It is a serpent
which will bite and sting your inner life. Be
impersonal!

But the greatest of dangers is the sense of
spiritual pride. Cast it out and work on
yourself until you purge your heart of its
pride of egoism. Desire and pride are some-
times mistaken for intuition and the sense of
one’s real fitness.

And yet, it is the desire to know, not for
yourself nor even for the mere sake of know-
ing in an abstract sense, but for the sake of
laying knowledge on the altar of service,
which leads to advancement on the Path.
Oh, the immense power behind this thought
and fact! It is this desire for impersonal ser-
vice which purifies the heart, clarifies the
mind, and impersonalizes the knots of the
lower selfhood, so that they open and there-
by become capable of receiving wisdom, It
is this desire which is the impelling force,
the driving engine, carrying the disciple for-
ward ever higher and higher.
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after aeon after aeon through all the vari-
ous inner worlds, passing at different stages
through our own material sphere, and out
again into the inner worlds, he finally became
Man, a self-conscious entity; and here we
are. Future aeons of time will bring forth
even on this our earth, into a far more
perfect manifestation than at present, the
locked-up faculties and powers existent in
every human being; and in those days of the
far distant future man will walk the earth
a god, and he will walk this earth communing
with his fellow-gods, for he will then have
brought forth the godlike powers now un-
evolved but nevertheless within his essence.

The heart of the heart of a human being is
a god, a Cosmic Spirit, a spark of the Central
Cosmic Fire; and all evolution — which
means unfolding what is within, unwrapping
what is within the evolving entity, bringing
forth what is Jocked up within — all evolu-
tion is merely bringing forth ever more into
a more perfect manifestation, the infolded,
inlocked, wrapped up, energies, faculties,
powers, organs, of the evolving entity. And
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for in self-seeking men use the forces of Na-
ture for personal and selfish ends — some-
times deliberately, sometimes half-conscious-
ly. This is done by our free will, which is
in itself, nevertheless, a divine power or
quality.

We have wills; they are free. We are part
of the energies of the Universe, for we are
inseparable from it; we use our wills some-
times aright and sometimes awry; and when
we use them aright we see the wondrous mys-
teries in the hearts and faces of our fellows
and recognise greatness in their innermost
being; for greatness is also in us, and great-
ness always recognises greatness. And when
we use these forces wrongly, unrightly, or
awry, we employ the colorless forces of the
Universe, but do it evilly, seeking profit for
self. Having free wills we use these ener-
gies; and we do it in ignorance of the law
— the law of Nature.

Ignorance is a bane to man. If we knew
what we were doing; if we knew that we were
throwing into disarray the forces of the Uni-
verse, arousing evil passions in ourselves and
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is not pure enough to be truly impersonal; if
it were, it would not be human but super-
human. It is not wholly mortal, because its
instincts, its movements, the operations of it-
self, are in a sense above purely mortal things
of matter.

Man has holy loves, aspirations, hope, and
vision. These belong to the spirit, which is
immortal and deathless, and are transmitted
through this intermediate nature or human
soul, which human beings ordinarily call ‘I,
much as the sunlight streams through the
pane of glass in the window. The pane of
glass is the vehicle or carrier or bearer or
transmitter of this wondrous quality or force
streaming from the spirit above. The hu-
man soul is like this pane of glass: reflecting
as much of the spirit, of the golden sunlight
of the spirit, as its evolutionary development
enables it to do.

The human soul is conditionally immortal,
if man allies himself by will and vision with
the deathless spirit within and above; and
mortal if he allows himself to be dragged
down into what is called Matter and material
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that run through your mind; be a man!
Give birth to thoughts and rule these your
children, and when they become naughty
put the dampers on. Silence them.

Be a thinker, not so much of thoughts, as
of thought. In other words, leave the rest-
less activity of your brain-mind, and go into
the inner chambers of your heart, into the
recesses of your consciousness, the holy place
within, and see the Light. Receive the Light.
Silence your thoughts, and enter into con-
sciousness.

Examine your own mental processes, and
see how much time you waste in merely
thinking thoughts, useless thoughts most of
them, and neglect to drink of those sublime
fountains of knowledge and wisdom and con-
sciousness that you have within you, the
sources of inspiration and genius: to drink
of the genial springs, of those Pierian founts,
whence flows all that makes life worth while.

There is a test by which one can make
certain whether something that springs into
the mind comes from the Higher Self, or
whether it is merely from some desire or





index-118_1.jpg





index-136_2.jpg
Digitized by The Theosophical Society (Point Loma - Blavatskyhouse)





index-132_2.jpg
Digitized by The Theosophical Society (Point Loma - Blavatskyhouse)





index-150_2.jpg
Digitized by The Theosophical Society (Point Loma - Blavatskyhouse)





index-178_1.jpg
164 THE BUDDHAS OF COMPASSION

cal body and live in his other principles, he
becomes de facto a Nirminakiya, living in
the auric atmosphere of the earth and work-
ing for mankind invisibly, thus becoming one
of the living Stones in the Guardian Wall.

The Nirmanakéiya is a complete man pos-
sessing all the principles of his constitution,
except the Linga-Sarira, and its accompany-
ing physical body. He lives on the plane of
being next superior to the physical plane,
and his purpose in so doing is to save men
from themselves by being with them, and by
continuously instilling thoughts of self-sacri-
fice, of self-forgetfulness, of spiritual and
moral beauty, of mutual help, of compassion,
of pity. Thus it is that he forms one of the
Stones in the Guardian-Wall invisibly sur-
rounding mankind.

Most Mahdtmans prepare to become Bud-
dhas of Compassion, and therefore to re-
nounce a Nirvénic state.

The real Buddha of Compassion re-
nounces Nirvina for himself in order to help
the world, for he is compassion incarnate.
He lives through aeons, working for all that
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material yearnings, material hungers and
thirsts, latent as seeds in our character after
death; and they finally bring us back to
earth.

After death, the nobler, brighter, purer,
sweeter, seeds of character, the fruitage, the
consequence, of our yearnings for beauty and
for harmony and for peace, carry us into the
realms where harmony and beauty and peace
abide. And these realms are spheres just as
earth is, but far more ethereal and far more
beautiful: for the veils of matter are thinner,
the sheaths of material substance there are
not so thick as here. The eye of the spirit
sees more clearly. Death releases us from
one world, and we pass through the portals
of change into another world, precisely as
the inverse takes place when the incarnating
soul leaves the realms of finer ether to come
down to our own grosser and material earth-
life into the heavy body of physical matter.

The inner worlds to the entity passing
through them, as it has passed through this
world, are as real — more real in fact — than
ours is, because it is nearer to them. They
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The Path to the Heart of the Universe is
one and yet different for every human being.
The meaning is that every human being him-
self is that pathway — that pathway which is
builded of thought and consciousness and of
the fabric of your own being. It is builded
of the stuff of Nature’s heart.

There is a long road; it is also broad. It is
the road whereon you have Nature’s stream-
ing current of energy with you, and follow-
ing this road you will reach perfection in due
time; but this is the road of long-enduring
slow evolution, moving ahead little by little
in each life, through the incalculable ages.

There is another road, steep and thorny,
difficult to follow, but which the Great Ones
of the human race have trodden. It is the
quick road, but the difficult one. It is the
road of self-conquest, the road of the giving
up of self for the All, the road by which the
personal man becomes the impersonal Bud-
dha, the impersonal Christ: the road by
which the love for your own is abandoned,
and your whole being becomes filled with
love for all things both great and small, Tt
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you the stimulus, the stimulation, of and to
the exercise of the understanding faculty
within you.

There is beauty in understanding, and un-
derstanding springs only from an under-
standing heart, paradoxical as that may
sound at first hearing. It is the understand-
ing heart that has vision.

The Seer trains himself to open the seeing
eye, and Nature speaks to him in tones which
grow with each year more entrancing, more
wonderful, because he is growing greater in-
side. His understanding is broadening and
deepening. The whispering of the trees, the
susurrus of the leaves and their rustling, the
slow boom of the waves on the shingle of the
shore, the chirp of the cricket, the cooing of
the dove, the sound of a human voice —
strident though oft it is — contain marvels
for him. He recognises his kinship with all
that is, he realizes that he is but one element
in a most marvelous mosaic of life in which
he is inseparably bound, and that even as the
vision grows it becomes ever more beautiful
and sublime; and he knows that the Vision
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There lies the secret of overcoming fear: it
is to use the creative imagination.

These are practical rules of ethics, prac-
tical rules of human conduct; and oh, the
pity that mankind has Iost sight of them!
Men will be ruled by fear just as long as they
love themselves; for then they will be afraid
of everything that is going to happen —
afraid to venture, afraid to act, to do, to
think, for fear lest they lose. And they will
then lose. “That which I feared has come up-
on mel” It is always so.

It is the Great Men who do not fear, who
venture, who act, who do — for they are the
doers; and they are also the thinkers of the
world; because in either case they have no
fear. They love the things that they do.
Therefore they have no fear.

The strong man is he who loves, not he
who hates. The weak man hates because he
is limited and small. He can neither see nor
feel the other’s pain and sorrow, nor even
sense so easy a thing as the other’s viewpoint.
But the man who loves, recognises his kin-
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greater, to be more, to help others, to love,
to forget injury, to forgive.

A kindly thought sent out towards some
other human being is a protection to that
other, and it is a beautiful thing to do. Itis
a human thing, a truly human thing, and one
that every normal human being loves to do.
There are few things so satisfying to both
heart and mind as the feeling that, today, at
least, we have not been unkind in our feel-
ings or thoughts towards others, but have
been helpful, kindly, considerate, imper-
sonal.

The sowing of the seeds of thought is not
an act devoid of responsibility. Anyone who
sows seeds of thought in the minds of his
fellow-men, is held by natural law to a strict
accountability. Nature is not anarchic; it is
governed by cause and effect throughout —
by Karman.

While this places a serious responsibility
upon anyone who teaches others, and who
thus puts seeds of thought and feeling into
their minds, nevertheless, on the other hand,
what is the guerdon of a noble work well
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it advances ever, constantly and endlessly
evolving, growing. But words fail here to
describe this sublime conception. We cannot
describe it in faltering human language. Our
imagination falls palsied in any such attempt,
and we can merely point to the evolutionary
path vanishing in both directions into infini-
ty and into eternity, as beginningless as it is
unending.

That is the Spirit or the Monadic Essence.
It is the god within; it is the Bright Intelli-
gence which stirs and moves the inmost ar-
ticulations of the higher parts of the consti-
tution, which movements, in their turn, are
reflected in the brain-mind, in the human
mentality. It is the source of everything that
is great and noble and high, pure, good, as-
piring, and clean, in the human being. It is
the source of immortal love, the source of
self-sacrifice, the source of all harmony and
beauty, in the human being — the feeling of
‘Iam.’ That is the Spirit, the immortal Mo-
nad, the undying, the stainless, the eternal
inner god.

The human soul is a ray of it; this ray is
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called joys send you to sleep. It is sorrow,
it is grief, it is change which you do not like
— it is precisely these three things which are
your awakeners. Oh, seize the truth of this!
It will give you strength; it will give you
peace; it will enable you to meet the prob-
lems of life with an illuminated mind; it will
bring you help and comfort,

Remember, it is only the finite which suf-
fers: likewise it is the finite which loves. Itis
the finite which does these, because it learns.
It is learning, growing: no matter how small it
may be, no matter how great: insect and god,
super-god and atom of earth: all are learn-
ing and growing, therefore passing through
stages of happiness and bliss, and of suffer-
ing and pain.

Everything that is is an opportunity to
the percipient eye and the understanding
heart to learn, which means to grow; and
when you realize that suffering and pain are
two of the means by which we grow, then
come peace to the heart and rest to the
mind.

What is it that makes the majestic oak
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has been surpassed, overpassed, left behind,
abandoned, cast aside? It is in impersonali-
ty that lies immortality; in personality lies
death, Therefore expand, grow, evolve, be-
come what you are within! The gods call to
us constantly -~ not in human words, but in
those soundless symbols transmitted to us
along the inner ethers which man’s heart and
soul interpret as spiritual instinct, aspiration,
love, self-forgetfulness; and the whole im-
port of what these voiceless messages are,
is: “Come up higher!”

What bliss it is to recognise one’s kinship
with all that is; to feel and to understand,
and in feeling and in understanding thereby
to act in accordance with the realization, that
one is akin to the gods who guide and control
the boundless Universe! And you can con-
fabulate with the gods, if you first learn to
confabulate with the god within.

Fach human being is but the outermost ex-
pression of a divine entity, of an inner god,
of a spiritual-divine being of which the hu-
man expression is an imperfect and feeble
reflexion — a faint and imperfect reproduc-
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in you, take the kingdom of heaven by vio-
lence for it is yours, it is your spiritual heri-
tage.

There are dangers that beset the path of
the chela, but he learns how to act so as to
overcome them. He learns to understand and
therefore to feel that, as he becomes like unte
the gods, he must follow godlike ways. He
has a free will. Having this free will it is his
bounden duty to exercise it; and in exercis-
ing it, he is bound to exercise it always in
impersonal ways and for impersonal objects;
and the greater the degree in which the chela
can do this, the more quickly does he ad-
vance along the path. The higher one goes,
the more necessary is it to forget self pro-
gressively ever more, and to work in har-
mony with Nature’s laws,

When the chela acts through and by his
spiritual nature alone, he becomes at one with
Nature and therefore works with her, and
Nature regards him as one of her creators,
and follows him obediently. Hence, because
he works with Nature there is no reaction
from Nature upon him, and thus the chela
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yourself, but to benefit the Universe; which,
indeed, and from another standpoint, is your-
self, for It is you and you are It.

The chela-life actually is the simplest
thing in the world: to be kindly, to be gentle,
to be just, and to cultivate your spiritual and
intellectual powers. Do not be swept away
ever by anger or passion. Not only do they
not pay, but thereby you make bad karman
which some day you will have to meet and
overcome.

Be self-forgetful; be impersonal and
therefore unattached to matter; be detached
and therefore impersonal. Be great of heart
and great of soul, and then you can attain by
being impersonal. Bear injustice with equa-
nimity, thereby you become magnanimous—
great of heart. Never strike back; never re-
taliate; be silent; be patient. Protect others;
protect yourself not at all.

Forgive injuries. With a heart filled with
love for all that is, and complete and perfect
forgiveness of all injuries, past, present, and
to come, the chela surrounds himself with a
mighty protective power, for these spiritual
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the gods in the construction and government
of the Universe: as one of the sparks of the
infinite, cosmic Fire: for man has everything
locked up within him — every power and
energy that exists in the infinite spaces; and
all evolution is but the bringing out of these
locked-up powers, the unfolding as a flower
unfolds, of what is within.

The inner god is forever within you, sur-
rounding you, overshadowing you, waiting
for you, waiting, waiting, waiting; brought
out into manifestation only through the
aeons, as the aeons pass by into the ocean
of the past, through self-directed evolution,
which is the development of the inner man
— of what you are in the core of the core of
your being — into manifestation through the
outer man. The whole purpose of evolution
is the thinning of the thick veils of mind and
matter, so that the light in the Holy Temple
which is the human heart may splendorously
illumine man.

What prevents the light from illumining
man and what is it that inhibits the action
of the inner god? It is Personality — that
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the time when you may pay back in the same
coin, thereby increasing the trouble and
heart-agony of the world by double? Or
will you say: No, I will forgive; I mysetf
have laid the way open for this, for I my-
self in the past have brought this pain upon
me. Unhappy man who harms me! T will
forgive him.

The evil-doer knows not what he is doing.
He is weak. He is blind. Whereas he with
a forgiving heart sees and is strong: for love
forgives all things, and the reason that it does
so is because it sympathizes, it understands.
Understanding brings insight.

Learn to forgive; and forgive when for-
giving is needed. Not the mere lip-forgiv-
ing, when there is no temptation upon you to
hate, but forgive when forgiveness means
calling forth the strength in you. Love when
there is a mean and selfish impulse upon you
to hate, because loving then shows spiritual
exercise which means strength and grandeur
within you.

This is very strengthening for you in your
inner constitution. The effort and the result
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HIS little book contains certain teach-
ings given for study and for medita-
tion to Chelas in the Esoteric School.
H. P. B.s The Voice of the Silence comprises
a number of extracts from the same sources
of teaching in a reproduction which is faith-
ful almost verbatim to the original works
from which she drew; but the phraseology in
that wonderful little work of hers is often
highly technical and therefore difficult of un-
derstanding by Occidentals trained almost
from birth in a quite different psychology.
The extracts from teachings both public
and private which the present book contains,
are an effort to present to Occidentals and,
indeed, to Orientals for that matter, other
doctrines current in the Esoteric School, but
in a form more comprehensible to the West,
that is to say in a form which is more fami-
liar to thoughtful Western minds, although
in some cases I have adhered faithfully al-
most word for word to the paragraphs of the
Secret Books which I myself have studied
for many years.
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your being; and you can ascend along the
pathway of the spiritual self; passing veil
after veil of obscuring selfhood, until you at-
tain unity with that inner divinity. That is
the most sublime Adventure known to man
— the study of the Self of man.

Thus you will climb the mountains not
merely of Parnassus and of Olympus, but
you will in time, by following this inner path-
way of self-knowledge, grow so greatly in un-
derstanding and in inner vision, that your
eyes will take in ranges and sweeps of inner
light, unveiling to you the most awful, be-
cause the holiest and the most beautiful, mys-
teries of the boundless Universe,

The first step on the pathway to the Heart
of the Universe is to recognise the truth that
all comes from within. All the inspirations
of genius, all the great thoughts which have
made and unmade civilizations, all the won-
derful messages that have been delivered by
the Great Ones of the earth to their fellow
human beings — all these come forth from
within. The battle of union, towards union,
for union, with your own inner god, is more
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learns eternally, going higher and higher and
higher; and like human races on earth which,
after reaching their culmination of splendor
in civilizations, fall to rise again, so does the
Monad, the god, the spiritual soul, pass from
the spiritual worlds down into ethereal mat-
ter, learning in each, and rising again out of
each in order to reach a still higher peak of
destiny; then down into the ethereal materi-
al realms again: then another rise to some-
thing still more lofty and sublime — and so
on forever.

Oh, the peace and happiness that come
from allying yourself with this inner splen-
dor! This alliance of life and consciousness
with this inner divinity brings everything of
worth into your life, and in so allying your-
self you become one with the energies and
forces that control the universe, of which
this inner god of you is a spark of the
Central Fire; and when this inner union is
achieved in fulness, you are on the pathway
to human divinity. Buddhahood lies ahead
of you.

This knowing of your inner self, of your
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unaided will and aspiration — you, the hu-
man part of you -— and take the hand of the
Buddha within you.

A strange figure of speech? Consider then
what a human being is: a god in the heart of
him, a Buddha enshrining that god, a spirit-
ual soul enshrining the Buddha, a human
soul enshrining the spiritual soul, an animal
soul enshrining the human soul, and a body
enshrining the animal soul. So that Man is
at the same time one, and many more than
one.

When a human being has learned all that
earth can teach him, he is then godlike and
returns to earth no more — except those
whose hearts are so filled with the holy flame
of Compassion that they remain in the school-
room of earth that they have long since ad-
vanced beyond and where they themselves
can learn nothing more, in order to help their
younger, less evolved brothers. These ex-
ceptions are the Buddhas of Compassion.

There are, on the other hand, very great
men, very holy men, very pure men in every
way, whose knowledge is wide and vast and
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the same results by giving full field to the
spiritual powers within your breast in any
kind of impersonal work.

Sweet are the fruits of self-forgetfulness
— the complete oblivion of your personality
in something so beautiful and impersonal
that human tongue cannot describe it! For
self-forgetfulness, pity, compassion, and
peace are the fruits of the Cosmic Harmony,
which is the very heart of the Universe.
When you begin to realize this fact, then
within your soul there begins the growth of
something which is indescriptible, which can-
not be expressed in words, but which is at
once light, and life, and peace, and wisdom,
and almighty Love — impersonal, universal;
so that everything that is, everywhere, has a
fascination for you, for you love it.

And yet the whole exterior universe is but
the garment or shadow of something invisi-
ble, of the inner Life, of which each human
being, and indeed every entity, is an insepar-
able part; for all entities and things are
rooted in this inner Life, and therefore what-
ever any one of us may do reacts with cor-
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But it has happened, and if you take it right-
ly and face it rightly, and react properly,
and look upon it as just the thing that you
would have chosen, you become a collabora-
tor with destiny, and become happy, and
grow. Strength becomes yours. Wisdom
grows in your heart.

Let me illustrate with the case of an ex-
ceedingly good and noble man, Suddenly he
is stricken, let us say, to make the case pic-
turesque and pointed, with some loathsome
and terrible disease. Nothing in his present
life that he knows of has brought this about.
He is suddenly and unaccountably stricken
down, so that, for a while, he hates himself,
and his soul turns in agony to the gods who
hear not, and he says: “What have I done to
bring this thing upon me?” Shall we say that
he was a bad man? No, he is a good man;
but this is a case where past seeds, seeds of
thought, of emotion, of weakness, in past
lives had hitherto not yet eventuated, hither-
to had not come to fruitage, but now do so.
Now they come forth. In past lives perhaps
they wanted to come forth and the man was
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A CONCENTRATION of thought upon

the personal individual, seeking per-
sonal rather than spiritual freedom, is the
way which leads downward. The pathway
of self is the pathway to ever deeper realms
and spheres of matter, until finally annihila-
tion comes at the end of the cosmic cycle,
when matter itself dissolves: May4, as mat-
ter, is illusion,

Aspire; cultivate your higher faculties.
Beware of the glamorous lights of the lower
nature, and particularly of the lower inter-
mediate nature which is called the psychical.
There is nothing so deceptive as the false
lights of Miya. Often fine-looking flowers
contain deadly poison either in bud or in
thorn or in both, The honey thereof is death-
dealing, bringing death to the human soul.
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T is the Great Ones, the Masters of Life,

whose Light illumines the pathway, even

at its commencement, and grows brighter with

each step. Their Light shines continuously;

and it is only the dark clouds in the minds

of men that shut it out. These are the Bud-
dhas of Compassion.

A Buddha is one who has ascended the
rungs of the evolutionary Ladder of Life,
rung by rung, one after the other, and who
thus has attained Buddhahood, which means
human plenitude of spiritual and intellectual
glory, and who has done all this by his own
self-devised and self-directed exertions along
the far past evolutionary pathway. He is an
‘Awakened One,’ one who manifests the divi-
nity which is the very core of the core of his
own being.

The Buddhas of Compassion are the no-
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of spiritual achievement; and the reason is
that they have become the vehicles of Uni-
versal Love. As impersonal Love is univer-
sal their whole nature expands consequently
with the universal powers that are working
through them.

Strive not to become holy for yourself.
Strive to become holy as others strive to be-
come holy, but only that you can forget your-
self for others. Love never seeks self for
self. Love always seeks to give. Love is
the first step on the Upward Way. It is all
intermediate steps and it is the last, if indeed
there be a last. Love is also the last and
highest initiation on earth — Impersonal
Love, for such love is Divine!

The Mahitmans are not yet Buddhas. A
Buddha is a Mahétman of the highest grade.
A Mabitman is one who has become self-
consciously alive in the spiritual part of his
constitution, whereas a Buddha is one who
has become self-consciously living in the
divine-spiritual part of his constitution.

The Masters are human beings, although
lofty ones, and it is this that makes them so
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