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at least, as regards spirituality and love of their
ancestors—one great family, rejoicing in the Aryan
name, and with a religious faith built upon the
assurance, if not the knowledge, of theosophical
truth. Though I knew there were religious sects
and cliques, I thought that these barriers were
not high enough to keep Hindus apart. I had
written to Keshub Babu to ask him to join in our
work, and I was ready to serve in any subordinate
capacity, under and with anybody, no matter
whom, in the interest of India and Indians, I only
asked some little corner, however small, where I
might incorporate myself with their national life
and thought; and as I asked nothing but the
privilege to learn and work, T hoped tobe taken at my
word and to be viewed as a friend, But I was not:
the back of the hand, not the palm, was offered mec.
Dogged by the Government Police as suspects,
my colleague and I were not happy enough to find
a sure refuge in Indian hearts. Qur char-
acters were traduced by the enemies of
Indian religion without a protest from its
followers ; it seemed, in fact, as though we were
doomed to see every hope crushed—every onc we
had an affection for turn his back upon us. Thus
under a black sky of trouble, we went on for weary
months together, keeping up our courage by re-
membering what goal we had in view, and by
degrees learning to pluck success from the very
thorn bush of disaster. We founded our Bombay
Branch, then another and another ; we established
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Society men with the liberality of Jamsetji
Jeejibhoy, Jaggernath Sunkerseth, Gokuldas Tejpal,
or Cowasji Jehangir, though we have one member
worth fifteen lakhs, And so long as the schools
are but founded, it matters little that we should
have the mere credit of their establishment. Our
highest hope is to arouse others to noble deeds, and
to cause the seeds of a great and permanent reform
to be scattered. From the first we have been
fortunate in attracting into our membership many
authors, journalists and others who address the
public or have a hand in the work of education,
This will explain to you why our theosophical ideas
should have so rapidly gained a world-wide circula-
tion. Theosophy, properly understood, has not onc
feature calculated to excite the hostility of reason-
able men of any school of science or religion. I will
lay down two cardinal propositions—(1.) That,
psychically, all men are brothers, all equally entitled
to know divine truth, and, without distinction of na-
tionality or faith, should join for the general good of
humanity ; bound by a common tie and commeon
sympathies. For united effort not only mitigates
the hardness of the task, but produces tenfold
greater results in the same time. One ant can
carry but a grain of dust at once, but a colony of
ants labouring together can remove the largest
house in time. So one man, unless endowed with
extraordinary advantages, can accomplish compara-
tively little ; but with co-operation every thing is
possible. This help we ask, this we have the right
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writer or painter, of the long-dead personage, or of
the meteoric orbit from which the last-named object
fell. This splendid science, for whose discovery,
in 1840, the world is indebted to Professor
Joseph R. Buchanan, now a Fellow of our Society,
has but just begun to show its capabilities. But
already it has shown us that in the 44asa, or Ether
of science, are preserved the records of every human
experience, deed and word. No matter how long
forgotten and gone by, they are still a record, and,
according to Buchanan’s estimate, about four out of
cvery ten persons have in greater or less degree
the psychometrical power which can read those im-
perishable pages of the Book of Life. Taken by
itself, either mesmerism, or psychometry, or Baron
Reichenbach’s theory of Odyle, or Odic force, is
sufficiently wonderful. In mesmerism a sensitive
subject is put by magnetism into the magnetic
sleep, during which the body is insensible to
pain, noise, or any other disturbing influence.
The psychometer, on the contrary, does not sleep,
but only sits or lies passively, holds the letter, frag-
ment of stone or other object, in the hand or
against the centre of the forchead, and, without
knowing at all what it is or whence it came,
describes what he or she feels or sces. Of the two
methods of looking into the invisible world, psycho-
metry is preferable, for it is not attended with those
risks of the magnetic slumber, which may arise from
inexperience in the operator, or from low physical

vitality in the somnambule. Baron Dupotet, M,
o
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merized subject may show an active intcllectual con-
sciousness and discrimination while his body is not
only asleep but buried in so profound a trance as
to more resembile a livid corpse than a living man ;
(2) it gives you proof of the actual transmissibility
of thought from one mind to another : the mesmeric
operator can, without uttering a word or giving a
perceptible signal, transmit to his subject the
thought in his own mind ; (3) it easily proves the
reality of a power to hear sounds and see things
occurring at great distances, to communicate with
the thought of distant persons, to look through walls,
down into the bowels of the earth, into the depths
of the ocean, and through all other obstructions to
corporeal vision ; (4) as also of a power to look into
the human body, detect thc scat and causcs of
disease and prescribe suitable remedies, and to
impart health and restore physical and mental
vigour by the laying on of the mesmerist’s hands, or
by his imparting his robust vital force to a glass of
water for the patient to drink, or to his wearing
apparel ; (5) of a power to see the past and even to
prognosticate the future. These and many more
things Mesmeric Science enables a person, not an
adeptof the higher Asiatic Psychology,to prove com-
pletely to himself and to others. I say this on the
authority of a Committee of the Academy of France.
And then, besides Mesmerism, there are the highly
important branches of Psychometry and Me-
diumism,and others that to barely mention wauld be
beyond the scope of my present lecture.  Each and
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to this island ” (Great Britain). Sceptre, indeed!
He talks as though it were some royal bauble, like
the Koh-i-noor, that could be looted and sent home
by a P. and O. Steamer! The sceptre of Psycho-
logy is wielded on the Himavit, and no modern
empitic can clutch that rod of power, that staff of
authority. The mesmerist knows something about
Psychology, the modern spiritualist knows some-
thing, and so does the student of Psychometry.
Their knowledge is based upon experimental re-
search. They may not be learned anatomists,
morphologists, or biologists; but, perhaps, they
have a better idea of the whole nature of man than
any of these. They have secn one from whom the
conscious Ego had stepped out, and left the body,
not a dead thing, but living, the Jév-Asma, or life.
principle, being in it. The dull eye of the body, in
which no intelligence shines; the listless apathy
and muscular relaxation ; the reduced temperature
of flesh ; the stopped or fluttering heart—all these
have convinced them that it is not the bodily me-
chanism that is the real man; and this conviction
becomes a certainty when one has seen a body thus
inert, and, at the same time, seen the double of the
man moving about, with full consciousness, doing
intelligently the acts of a responsible being, and in
every way showing that the physical body is but a
habitable mechanism, of itself unspiritual, if not
altogether irresponsible. In the ordinary experi-
ments of Mesmerism, when the patient is thrown
into the state of ccstasis, one usually observes that






index-19_1.png
THEOSOPHY OR MATERIALISM—WHICH? i3]

many other less ostentatious retreats from positions
felt to be untenable, the most influential of the
clergy are seeking to spiritualize the Christian doc-
trine, without openly offending the popular and
orthodox apprehension of it. Few of them, pro-
bably, are explicitly aware that every advance in
this direction, while it extracts the essential and
interior truth which Christianity possesses in com-
mon with every religion worthy of the name,
is a suppression of its distinctive character. This
can only be apparent to those who have made a
profound and sympathetic study of other systems ;
a study for which the exclusive pretensions of
Christianity have allowed little encouragement to
its official professors. The practical problem of all
religion being to ascertain the conditions of spiritual
development, in proportion as our conceptions are
freed from the formal, historical, and accidental
clements peculiar to each system, will the substan-
tial identity of all the radical solutions be discover-
able, Thus purified and understood, they will be
beyond the reach of the disproof from positive
knowledge which is sooner or later reserved for all
their temporal and external investiture. Neverthe-
less, they will still involve metaphysical and trans-
cendental assumptions ; though not contrary to
science, they will still be non-scientific; and, in short,
there will be little todistinguish themfromtheethical
forms of a hypothetical philosophy. Thatbringsusto
thefurther demand which modern intelligence makes
upon its future religion, if it is to have one at all.
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You have had two kinds of Brahminical customs
handed down, one primitive and essential, the other
secondary and non-essential ; customs and practices
no doubt invented by cunning priests to save pro-
fitable vested rights, when the caste had begun to
lose its original spirituality. When Brahmins sit
to eat, every man is isolated from his neighbours
at the feast. He sits in the centre of a square
traced upon the floor, grandsire, father and son,
brother and uncle, avoiding contact with each other
quite as scrupulously as though they were of
different castes. If I should handle a Brahmin’s
brass platter, his ot/ or other vessel for food or
drink, neither he nor any of his caste would touch
it, much less eat or drink from it, until it had been
passed through fire: if the utensil were of clay, it
must be broken. Why is this? That no affront
is meant by avoidance of contact is shown in the
careful isolation of members of the same family
from cach other. The explanation, I submit, is
that every Brahmin was supposed to be an indi-
vidual evolution of psychic force, apart from all
consideration of family relationship ; if one touched
the other at this particular time, when the vital
force was actively centred upon the process of
digestion, the psychic force was liable to be drawn
off, as a Leyden jar charged with electricity is dis-
charged by touching it with your hand. The
Brahmin of old was an initiate, and his evolved
psychic power was employed in the agwikotra and
other ceremonies. The case of the touching of the
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“ Wisdom of God.” Into the hand of the prophet
messenger Zarathusht were delivered many gifts,
When filling the censer with fire from the sacred
altar, as the Mobed did in ancient days, the act
was symbolical of imparting to the worshippers the
knowledge of divine truth. In the  Géze,” Krishna
informs Arjuna that God is in the fire of the altar.
“T am the Fire; I am the Victim,” The Flamens,
or Etruscan priests, were so called because they
were supposed to be illuminated by the fomgues of
Fire (Holy Ghost) and the Christians took the hint
(4etsii) The scarlet robe of the Roman Catholic
cardinal symbolises the heavenly Fite. In an
ancient Irish MS. Zarathusht is called Aérgiod-
Lam”, or he of the Golden Hand,*—the hand which
received and scattered celestial Fire (Ousley’s
Oriental Collections, i, 303). He is also called
Mogh Nuadhat, the Magus of the New Ordinance,
or dispensation. Zarathusht was one of the first
reformers who taught to the people a portion of
that which he had learned at his initiation, viz, the
six periods, or Gdkambdys, in the successive evolu-
tion of the world. The first is Midyuseram, that
in which the heavenly canopy was formed; the
second Mzd-yirshdn, in which the collected moisture
formed the stecamy clouds from which the waters
were finally precipitated ; the third, Piti-shakim,

* T have 2 copy of an excellent chromolithograph, recently pub-
lished at Bombay, representing Zoroaster as standing upon a double
star, his head encircled with starry rays, his hand holding a sevenr
fointed bamboo and fire coming from bis hand.
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claims of Aryan philosophy. If you will it, we
may together work in fraternal concord, and to-
gether snatch from the oblivion of neglect the
science of Divine Truth, the Wisdom-Religion of
archaic times. We care not what may be the name
of your Samaj; if you are working for India, we
will work with you.

The Makimnastava, a hymn to Siva, daily
chanted by the Brahmins (for an English transla-
tion of which I am indebted to my venerable friend,
Babu Rajnarain Bose), expresses a sentiment which
I should like every modern Hindu to take to heart.
It mirrors the spirit of our Society, and is as
follows :—

¢ As the Ocean is the goal of all rivers, so Thou art the ultimatc
goal of different paths, straight or devious. which men follow,
according to their different tastes and inclinations.”

I am asked how we shall set about this task,
how to learn Occultism without teachers, and
without text-books that we can read. TFor just
such emergencies as these men always arise: we
must create the teachers and compile the books.
Meanwhile we must turn to a quarter where we
need never seek in vain. Thereis a teacher within
us who waits for us to unlock his prison-doors and
set him free. That teacher is our veritable Ego,
our Inner Self. We can reach him by holy lives,
abstract meditations, and the evolution of the
powers of will. More than one road will lead us to
the Adytum wherein he dwells ; for adeptship is of
no one creed, and is the life of all faiths. Look at
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other world to be gross like this; lighted by the
same solar vibrations, filled with such houses, such
Framji Cowasji Halls, as ours! Most men are apt
to brutalize the next world in trying to construct
a tangible idea for the mind to rest upon. The
Heaven of Milton, which, as Professor Huxley ob-
serves, is the one believed in by Christians and not
at all that of any Biblical authority—is a place of
shining stairs, golden pavements, and bejewelled
thrones, on which, without an inch of- cushion to
mitigate their metallic hardness, the redeemed saints
sit for ever and ever singing hymns to the accom-
paniment of the harp. So the Moslem Paradise
teems with physical delights, and even the “Summer
Land” of our Western Spiritualists has been
sketched, mapped out and described by all the re-
cent authorities, from Andrew Jackson Davis
downward.

Is it not enough to conceive of a future state of
existence corresponding with the new necessities
of the monad that has passed through and out of the
cycle of objective matter and become a subjective
entity? Can we not realise a life apart from the use of
pots and ladles, easy chairs and mosquito curtains?
Even the Jivan-Mukia, or soul emancipated, while
living in this world, loses all sense of relationship
to it and its grossness, How much more perfect
the contrast, then, between our narrow physical life
and the Mutktatma, or soul universalized—the soul
having sympathies with the Universal Good, True,
Just, and being absorbed in Universal Love! Let
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but is of its essence both unchangeable and
eternal,

‘The confusion of the words “ Soul™ and “ Spirit,”
50 common now, is perplexing and mischievous to
the last degree.

It is no argument to bring against the Asiutic
theory of Palingenesis, that we have no remem-
brance of former existences. We have forgotten
nineteen-twentieths of the incidents of our present
life. Memory plays us the most prankish tricks.
Every one of us can recollect some one trifling
incident out of a whole day’s, month’s, yeat’s, inci-
dents of our earliest years, and one that was in no
way important, nor apparently more calculated
than the others to impress itself indelibly upon the
memory. How is this? And if this utter forget-
fulness of the majority of our life-incidents is no
proof that we did not exist consciously at those
times, then our oblivion of the entire experiences
in previous births is no argument against the fact
of such previous births.  Nor, let me hasten to add,
are the alleged remembrances of previous births,
affirmed by the modern school of Reincarnationists,
valid proofs of such births : they may be—I do not
say they are—mere tricks of the imagination, ccre-
bral pictures suggested by chance external in-
fluences. The only question with us is whether
in science and logic it is necessary for us to postu-
late for ourselves a series of births, somewhere, at
various times. And this I think must be answered

in the affirmative.*
*1 have explained in my Buddhist Caleckism the Buddhist
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Mahomet, who spent one day in every month alone
in a mountain cave ; so did Zoroaster, who emerged
from the seclusion of his mountain retreat only at
the age of forty ; so did Buddha, whose knowledge
of the cause of pain, and discovery of the path to
Nirvana, was obtained by solitary self-struggles in
desert places. ‘Turn over the leaves of the book of
records, and you will find that every man who
really did penctrate the mysteries of life and death
got the truth in solitude and in a mighty travail of
body and spirit. These were all Theosophists—
that is, original searchers after spiritual know-
ledge. What they did, what they achieved, any
other man of equal qualities may attain to. And
this is the lesson taught by the Theosophical
Society. As they wrested her secrets from the
bosom of Nature, so would we. Buddha said we
should believe nothing upon authority, not even
his own; but because our reason told us the
assertion was true. He began by striding over
even the sacred Vedas because they were used to
prevent origihal theosophical research; castes he
brushed aside as selfish monopolies. His desire
was to fling wide open every door to the sanctuary of
Truth, We organized our Society—as the very first
section of our original bye-laws expresses it—* for
the discovery of all the laws of Nature and the dis-
seminatjon of the knowledge of the same.” The
known laws of Nature why should we busy out-
selves with? The unknown or occult ones were to
be our special province of research., No one in
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ing and smoothing out her lawn apron, identify her
amply. But the figure did nothing and said no-
thing that was not fixed in the son’s memory,—
indelibly stamped there, however long the dormant
pictures might have been obscured by fresher
images. And the medium’s body being entranced
and his active vitality transferred to his inner self,
or “double,” that double could make itself appear
under the guise of the dead lady, and catch and
comment upon the familiar incidents it found in
the son’s magnetic atmosphere. This will be hard
for you to comprehend ; for our Western scientific
discoveries have not as yet crossed the threshold of
this hidden world of force. But progress is the law
of human thought, and we are now so near the
verge of the chasm that divides physical from
spiritual science, that it will not be long before we
shall bridge it. Let this stand as a prophecy ; if you
bide patiently you will see it fulfilled. This, then,
is the present attitude of parties. The promulga-
tion of our views, and of many reports by eye-
witnesses of things done by members of the
Theosophical Society, has been causing great talk
all over the world. A large number of the most
intelligent Spiritualists have joined us, and are
giving their countenance to work. Groups of our
sympathizers have organized themselves into
branches in many different countries. Even here,
in Simlz, there has sprung up the nucleus of what
will be an Anglo-Indian branch. No country in
the wotld affords so wide a field as India for
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organism, or, as it is called, the physical basis of
consciousness, The possibility of a transcendental
science is just the possibility of other modes of
action of this unknown cause, resulting in other
conditions, and therefore in another world, of con-
sciousness. The constant misuse of the word
“supernatural,” by which it is made to signify not
only what is altogether beyond the range of pheno-
menal existence, but also every possible mode of
such existence which is not related to our present
organic conditions, ought to receive no countenance
from men of science. “Nature” is co-extensive
with existence, and to meet every reference to
modes of existence, other than under conditions
known to us, with the term *supernaturalism,”
is simply to betray confusion andinaccuracy of mind.

Yet, for this confusion, the absence of any
definite ideas concerning the conditions of post-.
mortem existence is largely responsible. On the
great question of individual immortality—of sur-
viving consciousness—Christianity has Jong ceased
to offer any conceptions by which it is thinkable to
the modern intellect. Some hypothesis, at least, is
required by which this truth may be intelligibly
apprehended. It is probable that a single book by
two eminent men of science has done more to arrest
the growing discredit into which this belief was
falling than all the works of past or contemporary
theologians.®

* # The Unseen Universe, or Physical Speculations on 2 Future
State,” by Professors Balfour Stewart and P, G. Tait, The pullic
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Aryan philosophy which only waits the moulding
hand of a master. We cannot yet hear his ap-
proaching footsteps, but he will come ; as the man
always does come when the hour of destiny strikes.
He will come, not as a disturber of the peace, but
as the expounder of principles, the instructor in
philosophy. He will encourage study, not inflame
passion. He will scatter blessings, not sorrow.  So
Zoroaster came, so Goutama, so Confucius. O for
a Hindu great enough in soul, wise enough in
mind, sublime enough in courage, to prepare the
way for the coming of this needed Regenerator! O
for one Indian of so grand a mould that his appeals
to his countrymen would fire every heart with a
noble emulation to revive the glories of that by-
gone time, when India poured out her people into
the empty lap of the West, and gave the arts and
sciences, and even language itself, to the outsidc
world! Are her sons all sunken in selfishness and
the soft ooze of little things? Has their scramble
for meagre patronage deadened the noble pride of
race, and replaced it with an obsequious humility
tinged with unreasonable hate? Can they not for-
give their fellow-countrymen for wearing a different
style of turban and having a different line of an-
cestors? Is the love of caste so passionate and
deep as to make an object of righteous hatred
every one not in their own social circle? Ah,
young men of promise, beloved brothers and com-
panions, objects of our solicitude and hopes, to see
and dwell among whom we have crossed three
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of the Zoroastrian symbols, as perhaps I might;
though I certainly am not able to do the subject
full justice. The sudra and Austi* with which you
invest your children at the age of six years and
three months have, of course, a magical signifi-
cance. They pass through the hands of the
Dastur, who, as we have seen, was formerly an
initiate, and he imparted to them magnetic pro-
perties which converted them into talismans against
evil influences. After that a set formula of prayers
and incantations is regularly prescribed for the
whole life. The wearers’ thoughts are directed
towards the talismanic objects constantly, and
when faith is present, their will-power, or
magnetic aura, is at such times infused into them.
This is the secret of all talismans ; the object worn,
whatever it may be, need have no innate pro-
tective property; for that can be given to any rag,
stone, or scrap of paper, by an adept. Those of
you who have read the Christian Bible will remem-
ber that from the body of Paul, the Apostle,
“were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or
aprons, and the diseases departed {rom them, and
the evil spivits went out of them” (Acts xix, 12).
In the Ormazd-Yasht of the Khordak-Avesta (25),
it is written “ by day and night, standing or sitting,
girt with the Aiwyfonhana (fusti) or drawing off
the Aiwyfonhana,

* A gauzy muslin shitt, and a peculiar holy thread, made of fine

wool woven by the wives of Parsi priests with certain invocatory
charms.
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spiritless, famished and degraded. This was the
home of ancient Theosophy; here—upon these
very Himalayan mountains that tower so high
yonder—lived and taught the men who won the
prize of divine knowledge; whose wisdom—a
fertilizing stream—flowed through Grecian and
Egyptian channels towards the West. Believe me
or not, as you will, I am fully persuaded that there
still linger among these fastnesses, out of the
poisoned moral atmosphere of this nineteenth-
century social life, safe from the blight and perse-
cution of bigotry and intolerant modern supersti-
tion, safe from the cruel malice of scepticism,—those
who are true Theosophists. Neither pessimist nor
optimist, I am not satisfied that our race is doomed
to destruction, present or future, nor that the moral
sense of society can be kept undiminished without
constant refreshment from the parent fount. That
fount I conceive to be Theosophical study and per-
sonal illumination, and I regard him as a bene-
factor to his kind who points out to the sceptical,
the despairing, the world-weary, the heart-hungry,
that the vanities of the world do not satisfy the
soul’s aspirations, and that true happiness can only
be acquired by interior self-development, purifica-
tion and enlightenment. It is not in accordance
with the abstract principles of justice that the world
should be left entirely without such exemplars of
spiritual wisdom. I do not believe it ever was, or
ever will be.

To him who takes up this course of effort, the
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secret doctrine, of which portions are to be found
in certain rare old MSS. possessed by the Armen-
ians at Etchmiadzine, the oldest monastery in
Russian Caucasus. They are known as the Mes-
robian MSS. Should the Bombay Parsis show any
real general interest in the rehabilitation of their
religion, I think I may promise them the gratu-
jtous furtherance and assistance of Madame
Blavatsky, whose friend of thirty-seven years’ stand-
ing, Prince Dondoukoff Korsakoff, has just noti-
fied her of his appointment by the Czar as Viceroy
of the Caucasus,

In one of these old MSS,, then, it is said of the
Initiate, or Magus, “ He who would penetrate the
secrets of (sacred) Fire, and unite with it [as the
Yogi ‘unites himself with the Universal Soul’]
must first unite himself soul and body to the
Earth, his mother, to Humanity, his sister, and to
Science, his daugkter”” Quite a different thing,
you perceive, from the abhorrent precept ascribed
to the Founder of your Mazdiasnian faith,

A curious and sad thing, indeed, it is to see
how completely the old life has gone out of
Zoroastrianism.  Originally a highly spiritual
faith—I know of none more so—and represented
by sages and adepts of the highest rank among in-
itiates, it has shrunk into a purecly exoteric creed ;
full of ritualist practices not understood, taught
by a numerous body of priests as a rule ignorant
of the first elements of spiritual philosophy; re-
presented in prayers of which not one word has a
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of Aaron's rod, the laying of Elisha’s staff on the
face of the dead Shunamite boy, &c. The Hindu
gossein of our day carries with him a bamboo rod
having seven knots or joints, that has been given
to him by his Guru and contains the concentrated
magnetic will-power of the Guru. All magic-rods
should be hollow, that the magnetic power may be
stored in them, In the Yagna II, note that the
Priest, holding the Baresma rods in his hand, re-
peats constantly the words “1 wish "—properly, I
will—so and so. By the ceremony of consecration of
the sacred twigs a magical power had been imparted
to them, and with the help of this to fortify his own
will-force, the celebrant seeks the attainment of his
several good desires, the heavenly Fire, the good
spirits, all good influences throughout the several
Kingdoms of Nature, and the law or WorD. In
the middle ages of Europe, divining-rods were in
general use, not only to discover subterranean
waters and springs, and veins of metal, but also
fugitive thieves and murderers. I could devote an
entire lecture to this subject and prove to you that
this phenomenon is a strictly scientific one, In Mr.
Baring Gould’s Curious Myths of the Middle Ages
will be found highly interesting accounts of these
trials of the mystical power of the rods, which time
forbids my quoting. At this day the rods are em-
ployed to discover springs, and the Cornish miners
carry sprigs of hazel or other wood in their caps.
The author of the above work, while ascribing the
strange results he is obliged to record principally
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Muiti. Salvation, f.e, telease |

from conditioned cxistence.
Mussulman.  (See Mosiens.)

Narads, Agreat Indian sage.,

Neatch. Anindiandance, per-
formed by professional female
dancers.

Naxar, or Nasir,
separated.

Nazars. Avery ancientsect of

Set apart,

adepts, existing ages before
Christ.
Nasaret.  Assyrian  Greek

name for Zoroaster.

Neilgherries, ot Nilgiris. ‘The
“ Blue Monntains.” A range of
Lills in the Madras Presidency
with which many traditions of
ancientsagesand wonder-workers
are connected.

Neo-Platonists of Alexasdri
Followers of a school of philo-
sophy founded Ammonius
Saccas, which was highly altrois-
tic and catholic, It recognized
the exislence of some portion of
divine or spiritual truth in every
form of religion, and left a deep
impress upon early Christianity.

Nirang. Theliquid withwhich
the Parsis wash their faces every

morning,
Nirvdna. Beatitde, moksha
(7). The state of abstract,

spiritual existence.

Nirvanic. Pertainingto Nir-
wvana, the Buddhist name for the
final beatitude.

Omar. The second Khalifehof
the Mohammedans,
Ormazd-Yackt, A part of the
Klhordeh-Aveste § a prayer.
Osetya, A province in the
Caucasian Viceroyalty of Russia.
Osiris. TheEgyptian sun-god,

Padmdsan. Aposturepractised
by some Indian mystics. It

consists in sitting, with the legs |

GLOSSARY.

crossed one over the other, and
the body straight.

FPahlavi. Anancientlanguage
of the Zorcastrians,

Pdli, The langunge in which
the_principal scriptures of the
Buddbists are written,

Palingenesis, Thebeginningof
the period of Cosmic activity;
also re-birth,

Pandit. A learned Brahman.

Pinini, The greatest of San-
skrit grammarians.

Purabrakma. The supreme
principle in Nature.

Parasnatha. One of thegrest
teachers of the Jain sects.

Parsiism. The religion of the
Parsis, Zoroastrianism.

Farsis, Followers of the
ancient Persian faith ; fire-wor-
shippers,

Parvati, InHindu mythology
the goddess representing Cosmic

nergy.

Patanjali, The author of
Yoga Philosophy.

Fice. A small Indian copper
coin, worth o little over an
English farthing. )

Piti.shahim. Accordingtothe
Parsis, the period during_which
the earth became consolidated
out of primeval cosmic atoms.

Prakriti, Nature, Cosmic
matter. .

Praiaya. Theperiod of Cosmic

it.

rest,

Prarthana Samaj. A Theistic
Society of Bombay.

Pre-Jranian. Anterior tothe
Tranians or Persians,

Pucca, Ripe, permanent. A
puccn house is one built of good
bricks and mortar, or other per-
manent material,

Puggri, A turban,

Pundit, ABrahmanleamedin
Sanskrit.

Twnjab, The northernmost
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WHEN a new Society asks a hearing of the world
it is sure to be challenged. The public has that
vested right, and none but fools will object to its
exercise. Infallibility is out of fashion, notwith-
standing the Roman conclave of July 13th, 1870,
where, as the Syllabus of the Vatican Council tells
us, the Holy Ghost sat with the Bishops and judged
with them. Men now-a-days take nothing on faith ;
the era of inquiry and proof has come.

The Theosophical Society expects no exemption
from the rule ; has asked none ; and my presence
before this great audience, so soon after the arrival
in India of our Committee, shows our readiness to
give a reason for its existence. We believe it wasa
necessary outgrowth of the century. I hope to
show you that the hour demanded its coming, and
that it was not born before its appointed time.

Qur society points to four years of activity as
one proof that there was room for it in the world.
And this activity, please observe, was ot in the

 An Address delivered at the Framji Cowasji Hall, Bombay,
23rd March, 1879.
D
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Harris, Rev. Thomas Lake, ex-
periences of, 222
Hashtop, Queen, temple of, 262
Hebrew Cosmogouy, 289
Hermes, rod of, 325
Hermeticdoctrine,'the, 46
Hierophants of Egypt, 247
Himavit, short cut to, 98
Hindy, §
Hindulsm, what is i:zood in, 103
Hints on Esoteric Theosophy, 90
Hume, David, his Enguiry con-
cerning Human Undersiand-
ing, 198; argument of, 235
Hunter, Dr., his Zngland’s iVork
#ne Iredia, quoted, 278
Huxley, Professor, his Zay
Sermons, quoted,” 243 his
Physical  Basis of  Life
quoted, 61, 63, 200; quoted,
288, 285, 201 ; his Lay Ser-
mons, quoted, 298

ILLUMINATION, 247, 314

Illusion, 153

Immortality, individual, 25, 59

Incantation, 329, 335

India, 49 ; industry and re-
sources of, 77; products of, 78

India,;Past, Present, and Future,
257-28;

Indian Press, its attitude towards
the Theosophical Society, 71

Infaliibility, out of fashion, 49

Initiate, the, 96, 157

Ireland, over-populated, 278

Trish National Church, disestab~
lishment of, 79

Isis Unvesledy $ay 57, 5% 191,
297, 319

Islem, 58

JAGER, Dr., experiments of,
356-357

Jain, the, 58

Jennings, “Mr. Hargrave, his
Rosicrucidns, quoted, 315

Jesuits, expulsion of from France,

79
esus, 59; temptation of, 205,

INDEX.

208 ; his best maxims taught
by others, 2093 suspecled of
employing magic arts, 3275
mythical biographies of, 351,

353
ews, 8
}m, 7, 94y 95

Svan-dukie, or soul emanci-
pated, 63
Jiv-Atma, or lfe principle, the,

1
Jones, Sir William, 258, 312.

Kasava, the Chaldean sacred
volume, 312, 31§

Kabeiric mysteries, 318, 321.

Kaivin, a Zoroastrian sage, 179

Kamarupa, 88, o4

Karma, or merit, the coruer-
stone of Religion, 102

Kepler, 149

Kn:sh‘;xb Babu Chunder Sen, 116,
12

Kilavea, crater of, 164

Kinetic theory of gases, 285,

201

Kingsford, Auna, The Pefict
Way, 46

Kob-i-oor diamond, the, 138,

374
Koran, the, 207
Ksmer, Dr. Justinus, 211
Krishna, 136, 350, 351
Kurd, appearance of a, 240-241

LaNe-Fox, Mr., 255

Lange’s Hisiory of Material-
fsm, quoted, 29, 30

Le Counte, quoted, 61

Levi, Eliphas, his Dogme o
Rituel de la Haute Magie, &c.,

4
Levitation, 211
Leyden jar, how discharged,
157
Life:principle, the, 138
Lindsay, Lord, 234, 255

| Lingasarira, 87, 95

Loadstone, powers of, 214
London, idle capilal in, 77
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Philosophic Chiromancy.

Mysterios of The Hand revealed and explained ; the art of determining
from an inspaction of the handa the person’s Temperament, Appetites, Puasions,
Trpulses, Aspirations, Mental Endowments, Character, and Tendencies. By
Roserr Axze¥ CaueBeir. With illustrations. Small 8vo, cloth, 5e.

People from the Other World.

By Hewey 8. Orcorr. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, fis.

Tho First Part s devoted to a detailed description of the strange things
seen, heard, and felt by the author st the Eddy Hoestead, in the township
of Chittenden, Vermont ; and tho Second, to 8 report of u series of original
investigations made by him in the city of Philadelphia into the slleged
materialisations of John and Katie King, under test conditions ; to an sccount
of the Compton “transfiguration;” and to a copious Bibliography of the

Ocenlt Sciences.
Mr. Punch:

His Origin and Career. With & Fuc-simile of his original prospectus in the
handwriting of Mark Lemon. 12mo, wrapper, ls.

R. H. Horne’s Bible Tragedies.

John the Baptist; or, The Valour of the Soul. Rahmsn. The Apocrypha.
Book of Job’a Wife. Judas lecariot. A Mystery. Crown Svo, cloth, 2r. 6d.

History of Duelling in all Countries.

Translated from the Frenoh of M. CoNsTARD DE MassI, one of the French
King’s Bodyguard, with an Introdnction and Concluding Chapter by Sts
Lucius O'Triakn. Crown 8vo, cloth, 25

< One of the most reslistic, yet romantic and seneational little books that
ever issued from the press, My opinion of this History of Duelling is that
& more brilliant, strwight-forward, cut-and-thrust, sharp-shootiog, yet, at the
anme time, honorable and admirable volume, could nob possibly be produced ;
and 1 most confidently recommend it to ull true gentlewien who admire gallant
fighting and fair-play.”~R. H. HorNz (“ Sic Lucius O'Trigger”).

LONDON: GEORGE REDWAY, YORK STREET,
COVENT GARDEN.
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a conglomerate, having more than one element in its
composition. In the first place, of necessity, there is
the idea of a part of man’s nature which is non-
physical; next, the idea of a post-mortem continua-
tion of this non-physical part; third, that of the ex-
istence of an Infinite Principle underlying all phe-
nomena; fourth, a certain relationship between this
Infinite Principle and the individual man.

The evolution of the grander from the lower
intellectual conception in this graded sequence is
now conceded, alike by the scientist and the theo-
logian. This evolution is accompanied by an
elimination ; for in religion, as in all other depart-
ments of thought, the light cannot be seen until the
clouds are cleared away. Primitive truth is the
light, theologies are the clouds; and they are clouds
still, though they glitter with all the hues of the
spectrum. Fetish worship, animal worship, hero
worship, ancestor worship, nature worship, book
worship ; polytheism, monotheism, theism, deism,
atheism, materialism (which includes positivism),
agnosticism ; the blind adoration of the idol, the
blind adoration of the crucible—these are the
alpha and omega of human religious thought, the
measure of relative spiritual blindness,

All these conceptions have passed through a
distorting prism~——the human mind ; and that is why
they are so imperfect, so incongruous, so human. A
man can never see the whole light by looking from
inside his body outward, any more than one can
see the clear daylight through a dust-soiled window-
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self on a low chair that stood at the extreme end.
The visitors, who sometimes numbered forty of an
evening, were accommodated on benches placed
within a few feet of the platform. Horatio Eddy
sat on a chair in front, discoursed doleful music
on a fiddle, and led the singing—if such it might be
called, without causing Mozart to turn in his grave;
a feeble light was given by a kerosene lamp, placed
on the floor at the end of the room farthest from
the platform, in an old drum from which both heads
had been removed. Though the light was certainly
very dim, yet it sufficed to enable us to see if any-
one left his seat, and to distinguish through the
gloom the height and costumes of the visitors from
the other world. Ata first sitting this was difficult,
but practice soon accustomed one’s eyes to the con-
ditions,

After an interval of singing and fiddle-scraping,
sometimes of five, sometimes of twenty or thirty
minutes, we would see the shawl stirred ; it would
be pushed aside, and out upon the platform would
step some figure. It might be 2 man, woman, or
child, a decrepit veteran, or a babe carried in a
woman’s arms. The figure would have nothing at
all of the supernatural or ghostly about it. A
stranger entering atthe other end of the room would
simply fancy that a living mortal was standing there,
ready to address an audience. Its dress would be
the one it wore in life, its face, hands, fect, gestures,
perfectly natural. Sometimes it would call the
name of the living friend it had come to meet. If
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pretty. We have even manufactured, out of
Asiatic materials, a religion to suit ourselves, and
think it better than any religion ever heard of
before. It is time this childish vanity were
done away with. It is time that we should
try to discover the sources of modern ideas, and
compare what we think we know of the laws of
Nature with what the Asiatic people really did
know thousands of years before Europe was in-
habited by our barbarian ancestors, or an European
foot was set upon the American continent. The
crucibles of science are heated red-hot, and we are
melting in them everything out of which we think
we can get a fact. Suppose that, for a change, we
approach the Eastern people in a less presumptuous
spirit, and honestly confessing that we know
nothing at all of the beginning or end of natural
law, ask them to help us to find out what their fore-
fathers knew. This has been the policy of the
Theosophical Society, and it has yielded valuable
results already. Depend upon it there are still
“wise men in the East,” and the occult sciences are
better worth studying than has hitherto been
popularly supposed,
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and men of other sects. They have thronged our
parlours, filled our compound, and gathered about
us day after day. Out of all these we have found
few—so few that we might almost reckon them
upon the fingers—who really know what Aryan,
Zend, Jain, and Buddhistic philosophies teach.
‘There have been scores able to recite slokas, and
whole puranas and chapters, with accurate accent
and rhythm; but they merely repeated words without
understanding: they had not the key to the
mysteries. 1 have met those who had seen the
marvellous phenomena performed by ascetics, and
amply corroborated all the stories we had heard
and circulated through the Western press. But
scarcely one who, having known and seen such
things, had set himself to work with detcrmination
to learn the science and explore the adytum of
nature. In this throng of visitors there was no end
of students of Mill, of Darwin, of Spencer, of
Huxley, Tyndall, Bain, Schlegel, Renan, Burnouf.
‘Their minds were, in some instances, whole arsenals
of propositions in logic, metaphysics, mathematics,
and sophistry—all the weapons which reason uses
against intuition. They could out-wrangle a Cam-
bridge double-first, and
« make the worse appea the better reason,”

They had persuaded themselves into error against
their own inner consciousness, We have noted,
and T repeat it, that a larger cluster of acute in-
tellects we never encountered than this of Bombay.
Part had become thorough materialists. To them,
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Western Science in its full development will
ultimately reach the same conclusion at which
Aryan Philosophy arrived ages ago. Hence
Theosophy is the complement both of science
and of philosophy, and as such is entitled to
the respectful examination of the savant and
the theologian,

As it appears that many of the most com-
mon of Oriental terms are unknown here in
the West, except to “ old Indians,” I have by
request added a copious Glossary, the words
for interpretation having been selected out of
the present volume by that excellent English
scholar, Mr. Richard Herne Shepherd, who
has also prepared, with care, the excellent
index, which adds largely to the value of the
book.

To avoid delay, persons wishing to corres-
pond with the author upon any of the sub-
jects treated upon in these discourses should
address him at the headquarters of the Theo-
sophical Society, Adyar, Madras, India.

H.S. 0.

LoNDON, October, 1854.
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shown us that this heavenly fire, however and when-
ever manifested, is a correlation of the Akasa, and
that the art of the Magician and the Priest enables
one to develop and attract it down. But to do
this you must be absolutely pure—in body, in
thought, in deed. And these are the three pillars
upon which Zaratusht erected the stately edifice of
his religion. I have always considered it as a great
test of the merit of any religion that its essence can
be compressed into a few words that a child can
understand. Buddhism, with its noble comprehen-
siveness, was distilled by its Founder into seven
words ; Zoroastrianism is reduced to three—Hom-
uté, Hukhaté, Vurushit*

A Parsi gentleman, with whom I was conversing
the other day, explained the fact of your having no
wonder-working priests at present, by saying that
none living was pure enough. He was right, and
until you can find such a pure celebrant, your re-
ligion will never be again reanimated. An impure
man who attempts the magical ceremonies is liable
to be made mad or destroyed. This is a scientific
necessity. The law of nature is, you know, that
action and reaction are equal. If, therefore, the
operator in the Mysteries propels from himself a
current of will-power directed against a certain ob-
ject, and—either because of feebleness of will, or
deviation caused by impure motives—he misses his
mark, his current rebounds from the whole body of
the Akasa (as the ball rebounds from the wall against

* Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good Deeds,
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records are preserved, and every original founder
of a religion was a seeker after divine wisdom
by the theosophic process of self-illumination.
Where do we find in our day the facilities for
pursuing this glorious study? Where are the
training schools worthy to be successors of those
of the Neo-Platonists of Alexandria, the Hiero-
phants of Egypt, the Theodidaktoi of Greece, or
-—more especially—the Rishis of Aryavarta, noblest
of all initiates, save only the stainless, the illumin-
ated Gautama Buddha ?

Think for a moment what this theosophical
study exacts of a man who would really penetrate
the mysteries and become a true iuminatus. The
lusts of the flesh, the pride of life, the prejudices of
birth, race, creed (so far as it creates dogmatism),
must all be put aside. The body must be made
the convenience, instead of the despot, of the
higher self. The prison-bars of sense that incar-
cerate the man of matter must be unlocked, and
while living in and being a factor in the outer
world, the Theosophist must be able to look into,
enter, act in, and return from, the innerworld, fraught
with divine truth. Are there—were there ever—
such men, such demigods rather let us say ? There
were ; there are. The legends of the past may
seem to us tinged with error, wild and fantastic
even ; but, nevertheless, such men as these existed
and displayed their powers, in many countries, at
various epochs. And nowhere more than in India,
this blessed land of the Sun-—now so poor,
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psychological study. What we Europeans call
animal magnetism has been known here, and prac-
tised in its highest perfection, for countless centuries,
The Hindus know equally well the life-principle in
man, animal and plant. All over India, if search
were but made, you would find in the possession of
the natives many facts that it is most important for
Europe and America to know. And you, gentle-
men of the civil and military branches of the public
service, are the proper persons to undertake the
work, with Hindu help. Be just and kind to them
and they will tell you a thousand things which they
now keep as profound secrets. Qur policy is one
of general conciliation and co-operation for the
discovery of truth. Some tale-bearer has started
the report that our Society is preaching a new
religion. This is false. The Socicty has no more
a religion of its own than the Asiatic, the Geogra-
phical, or the Astronomical Society. As those
Societies have their separate sections, each devoted
to some speciality of research, so have we. We
take in persons of all religions and of every race,
and treat all with equal respect and impartiality.
‘We have royal, noble, and plebeian bleod among
us. Edison is a member of ours, and Crookes, and
‘Wallace, and Camille Flammarion, and Lord Lind-
say, and Lane-Fox, and Baron du Potet, and the
octogenarian Cahagnet, and scores of men of
similar intellectual calibre, We have but one
passionate and consuming ambition—that of learn-
ing what man is, what nature is, Are there any
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to think of the great problem of Theosophy, and
pointed all who would learn to the ancient Aryan
sources of information.

Mr. Gunpatrao’s next question is, “ How far do
the Theosophists keep up to the standard of Brother-
hood?” I will tell him that he may search the
whole history of our Society, and he will find that
we have always been on the side of the weak against
the strong. We have, as you have seen in what
has been shown you respecting the spread of our
fellowship to all the quarters of the world, linked
many, of many nations and creeds, together with
the tie of mutual reciprocity and tolerance. “ This
new Gospel,” says a writer in a London journal,
“appears to be now in the ascendancy among
spiritualists. Its immense value in behalf of the
well-being of mankind cannot be over-estimated.
We rejoice to see the Theosophists in Hindustan

. really labouring towards this goal” “That
greatproject of humanfraternity,” writes M. Fauvety,
President of the Paris Psychological Society, “which
you propose to realise by means peculiar to your-
sclves. . . constitutes the grandest and noblest
tentative that has been essayed on the road to
universal conciliation.”  “ Such a society as yours,”
says the venerable French metaphysician Cahagnet,
in accepting our diploma of Fellow, “has been the
dream of my whole life” Says the Pioneer of
Allahabad—a paper which before we came to India
and promulgated our views, was certainly never
charged with any specially weak tolerance of Hin-
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with a crowd of painted impostors, who masquerade
as Sadhus to cheat the charitable, and secretly give
loose rein to their bestial natures—they must seck
Government employment, and convert themselves
into clerical automata. Their once famous schools
are now onlya memory,and their once grand debates
on philosophy at the courts of kings survive only
in legendary story. A wave of practicalism is
sweeping away the last vestiges of Hindu origin-
ality, engulfing the fairest relics of Aryan greatness,
as the muddy overflow from the crater Kilauea
swallows up the trees and villages upon its slopes.
Neglect and sottish laziness have done all this, A
few years—or perhaps a few generations more—and
the foreign boot will be on every Hindu foot, the
foreign brandy-bottle in every Hindu hand,and what
is a thousand times worse, the foreign heart will be
beating in every Hindu body, for love of country
and religion will have all died out. Are you pre-
pared to face this doom ? Does there yet burn in
any corner of your breast a spark of that noble pride
and self-respect that made the Aryan man ennoble
by his personal virtues the Aryan name? If you
would arrest the tide of national demoralization
that is rushing through the brandy-shop and the
opium-den, you must set up again the old moral
standards, and teach your children to live up to
them. You can save your nationalityand regain your
spiritual-mindedness, or you can impiously see them
swept, by the torrent of pretended “ Progress,” into
the Kala Pani of commercial expediency. Some
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trospect, I must briefly note what the Theosophical
Society has accomplished under each of the three
heads of work it sets itself. First, as to the question
of forming the nucleus of a Brotherhood of
Humanity, We have effected much in this direc-
tion ; much of a visible and practical character,
Upon our rolls are inscribed the names of some
thousands of men and women who represent
many races and most of the great creeds, Our
Rules positively prohibit the discussion, at our
meetings, of questions - likcly to stir up strife
about religion, caste, race, and politics. All such
discordant issues are left outside our threshold.
We meet as friends, whose declared and only pur-
pose is to exchange ideas and to help each other to
get at the truth. The wisest are our Theosophical
aristocracy. The rich man is not esteemed in our
Society for his wealth, nor the poor man despised
for his poverty, The tie of a common interior
nature makes us see and know each other
as brethren in Theosophy. The antagonism
of sex is unknown among us: we are not
concerned as to the relative supremacy of man or
woman, the test of excellence is the capacity of
their respective minds; the brightest is the
most respected, and the highest place in our
esteem is occupied by the one most devoted
to the cause of Theosophy, and who best illus-
trates in daily conduct its lofty ideal. It was
a sight to behold with joy when, at the celcbration
of the Society’s eighth anniversary, at Madras in
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In crown 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d.
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The Rosicrucians.

Their Rites and Mysterics, with chapters on the Ancieut Fire and Serpent
Worshippers and Explanations of the Mystic Symbola represented in the
Monuments and Tuliemans of the Primeval Philosophers; with upwards of
300 engraviogs.
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Live Lights or Dead Lights (Altar or
Table?)

An explanation of the Symbolical meaning of the English Church, with
folding plates, do.

*,¢ Altogathor the contents of this work on mystio Christianity may
<3 a0ld b0 b aduced 1 greatly from Jacoh Bookm, perhaps the most pene”
fing and profound of Christisn theosopbio spechintors.
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A Strange History, now for the first time told; with illustrations.
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Mill, Clifford, Lewes and Greg. They are building
temples to their new god, Protoplasm, out of the
debris of the world’s old faiths, as the early Chris-
tians utilized the shrines of the Pagan deities to
build churches, It is the old, old story of
evolution, change and growth; the story that can
be read in every sociological evolution in the history
of our race. Whether by voice, or book, or sword
the change is brought about, come it always
must. The seed-germ of the next race, or civiliza-
tion or creed, can only germinate as the dry husk
decays, within which its potentiality was secretly de-
veloped. The friends of Materialism hope that it
may be the outcome of the destruction of Spiritu-
ality, Skall it? That is the question put by the
Theosophical Society to you, thinking men and
women of Europe. For the choice is narrowed to
this: either materialistic Atheism*and Nihilism—
the conception of a short life between two blanks—
or Theosophy. Say what you may, laugh as you

* The use of the expression * materialistic Atheism  in this con-
nexion has Lieen made the pretext by some not very friendly critics
to charge me with a belief in a personal God. It will be impossible
for any one to point to a single sentence ever spoken or written by
me which would give colour to such a charge. Upon a hundred
public occasions T kave defined the ¢ God » of the Founders of our
Society to be identical with the Universal Principle—formless,
changeless, devoid of the at(ributes of personality and of limitation
——which is postulaled by the highest metaphysicians of Asia. Thisis
made very plain even in the few Lectures that have been preserved
out of several hundreds delivered in India and Ceylon to constitute the
present volume. And it is equally clear that, whatever may be my

personal views or those of Madame Blavatsky, no one in our
Society is responsible for them, save oursclves
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bishops were a set of illiterate, simple creatures
that understood nothing ;” which is as though be
had said they were a pack of fools, And Pappus,
in his Synodicon to that Council of Nice, lets us into
the secret that the canon was not decided by a
careful comparison of the several gospels before
them, but by a Jottery. Having, he tells us, “pro-
miscuously put all the books that were referred to
the Council for determination under a communion-
table in a church, they (the bishops) besought the
Lord that the inspired writings might get up on
the table, while the spurious writings remained un-
derneath, and it Zappened accordingly” But letting
all this pass as possibly spurious history, and
fooking only to what is contained in the
present canon, we see the same tendency to
compel all nature to attest the divinity of the
writer's hero. At the nativity a star leaves its orbit
and leads the Persian astrologers to the divine
babe, and angels come and converse with shepherds,
and a whole train of like celestial phenomena
occur at various stages of his earthly career; which
closes amid earthquakes, a pall of darkness over the
whole scene, a supernatural war of the elements,
the opening of graves and walking about of their
tenants, and other appalling wonders. Now, if
the candid Buddhist concedes that the real history
of Gautama is embellished by like absurd exagger-
ations, and if we can find their duplicates in the
biographies of Zoroaster, Sankaracharya and other
real personages of antiquity, have we not the right
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IN complying with the demand for a London
Edition of my collected Asiatic Lectures and
Addresses, upon Theosophical subjects, a few
words of explanation will suffice. At the be-
ginning of last year the original edition was
issued at Madras, ih a semi-private form for the
instruction of members of the Theosophical
Society, by an officer of the Madras Branch ;
but every page of the present edition has
passed through my hands, has been carefully
edited, and a large amount of original matter
has been added. A number of the lectures have
been translated into the vernacular languages
by native scholars, and circulated at their own
expense ; among them, the discourse upon
the Zoroastrian religion, of which the Parsi
community of Bombay circulated—if my
memory serves me—twenty thousand copies
in English and Guzerati, I recall two in-
cidents in connection with that lecture which
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your own gifted speakers; but I must deliver it,
though all of them were here; ay, though all
the great dead of the past generations, who gave
renown to the name of Bengal, were to cluster
about this platform. I would they might do so;
indeed, I should feel more sure of the moral
regeneration of India, if those glorious ancestors of
yours could but confront you for one short hour.
If you could but hear what they would say of the
ways in which you are maintaining their honour
and sustaining their dignity, I think I should not
then need to utter a single word : one look at the ex-
pression of their faces, as their glance of mingled
reproach and displeasure shot through to the very
marrow of your being, would be quite enough. If
you want to estimate modern Bengal, with its
foreign clothes and foreign vices, at its proper
valuation, put it beside ancient Bengal. Call out
your pertest Babu, who has fed on Spencer and
Mill until he fancies himself able to build a new
religion, or even a new planet ; clothe him with all
his academic honours ; stuff his hands full of his
diplomas; gather around him all the paraphernalia of
Western culture, including the spirituous aids to re-
flection. If we were toask this B.A.—thisBad Aryan
~—to give to the present audience his candid opinion
of himself, he would probably tell you that he was
the type and the dean idéal of Hindu development
—-a fair representative of what young India might
become under the fertilising sprinkles of the college
watering-pot.  But if we had the power to evoke
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and Science leading the public far away from the
Church into the dry pastures of Materialism and
Nihilism. See the clergy being stripped of the
last shreds of their influence and the free secular
press attaining predominant sway. Look at Great
Britain agitating the question of disestablishment,
the Catholics emancipated from the incubus of the
Irish National Church, and Bradlaugh preaching
bold atheism in London, Sunday after Sunday. In
France, behold the revolution in politics that has
passed the reins of power into Republican hands,
and flung out the Jesuits from their cosy nest behind
MacMahon’s chair. In Germany, open rupture with
the Pope, and the abolishment of Ecclesiastical privi-
leges. In Russia, the red spectre of the Nihilist
Party, menacing both Church and State. Every-
where, as it were, the boiling and seething of a vast
cauldron—the conflict between Theology and
Science:

This conflict, so eloquently described by Professor
John William Draper, began with the discovery of
the printer’s art, and its progress has been marked
by a thousand victories for science. Born out of
the womb of the Reformation, she has proved the
benefactress of humanity by facilitating interna-
tional intercourse, developing national resources,
surrounding mankind with a multitude of comforts
and refinements, and bringing education within the
reach of the humblest labourer. Like other great
Oriental countries, India has not hitherto availed
itself of these matcrial advantages. The fault
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happiness, as well as the highest honour, to forget
self, and to work for the public good. Ay, “ peace
hath its victories as wellas war.” T have not come
here to ask you to give us money, or to erect great
temples of Theosophy, to stand as laughing-stocks
of human vanity for the warning of future genera-
tions, T am not asking you to overturn the altars of
your faith to make room for the hybrid erections of
ignorant iconoclasts. I do not ask you to trample
under the feet of pert criticism the sacred literature
of your forefathers, and to substitute for the majestic
rhythm and profound thought of its skkas, the
crude rhapsodies of modern ideologists. I am not
asking the educated among you to put aside the
science your masters of the College have taught
you, nor to tear up the diplomas which are the certi-
ficates of your industry and culture. Tam notcome’
to tear down the purdaks behind which the lustful
violence of your conquerors obliged you to hide
your beloved mothers and sisters, wives and
daughters. Tam quite content to leave time to work
its own changes, and to the increasing good sense
of the Hindus the cure of all evils and the extirpa-
tion of all abuses.

But I stand here as the unworthy mouthpiece of
ancient India, to speak a word of appeal on her
behalf into the ears of the present generation.
Since science has proved that your race and mine
boast a common parentage, and that the streams of
Aryan and European civilization flowed from a
single fount, I speak by right of heritage for the

L
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tains. Zaratusht got the Avesta on Ushidarinna,
a mountain by the river Daraga (Vendidad xlix.) ;
Moses received the tables of the Law on Mount
Sinai (Exodus xxxiv.); the Koran was given
to Mahommed on Mount Hara; and. the
Hindu Rishis lived in the Himalayas. Sakya
Muni left no inspired books; but, although
he received the illumination of the Buddhaship in
the plains, under a Bo-tree, he had prepared him-
self by years of austerities in the mountains near
Rajagrihd The obstructive power of foul human,
animal, vegetable, and even mineral auras or mag-
netisms, has always been understood by occult
students, from the remotest times. This is the true
reason why none but initiated and consecrated
priests have ever been aliowed to step within the
precinets of the holiest places. The custom is not
at all the offspring of any feeling of selfish exclu-
siveness, but based upon known psycho-physiologi-
cal laws. Even the modern spiritualists and mes-
merists know this; and the latter, at least, care-
fully avoid “mixing magnetisms,” which always
hurts a sensitive subject. All Natureis a compound
of conflicting, and therefore of counterbalancing and
equilibrating forces. Without this there could be no
such thing as stability. Is itnot the contest of the
centrifugal and centripetal attractions that keeps
cur earth, and every other orb of heaven, re-
volving in its orbit? The law of the Universe is a
distinct Dualism while the creative energy is at
work, and of 2 compound Unism when at rest.
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to stop our mouths. But as we have stood for the
truth, so has the truth stood by us ; and day by day
our vindication has been growing more perfect. An
honest life is its own best shield. It has served us
in India and Ceylon; and not only have the
Government of India called off their detectives, but
at Simla, the summer capital of India, we have just
organized a Branch—the Simla Eclectic Theoso-
phical Society—almost entirely composed of Anglo-
Indians. As for Ceylon, the Colonial Secretary has
refused all applications to the Government to
molest us, and has opened the prison-doors for me
to lecture to the Buddhist convicts.

So, as you see, my first proposition — that
scientific inquiry has been impeded by the
bigots of Christian thcology—is made out. We
will now consider the second. The disdain
felt for the ancient occultists is well ex-
pressed by Professor Huxley in the passage above
quoted. He who would dare to revive the old
pagan myths must expect to be “laughed to scorn.”
Physical science has dissected them, found no
“Kinetic energy” in that “gas” could not test
them by the spectroscope, and so they must have
been sheer nonsense! But we say they were not 5
and, having not only studied those myths under
teachers who could interpret them, but having also
learnt from those who could experimentally de-
monstrate the truth of their assertions, what the
ancient myth-makers of India knew of science, we
“laugh to scorn” the whole school of modern
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RELIGION, according to Mr. Herbert Spencer, is
“a great (I should say the greatest) reality and a
great truth—nothing less than an essential and
indestructible element of human nature” He
holds that the religious institutions of the world
represent a genuine and universal feeling in the
race, just as really as any other institutions. The
accessory superstitions which have overgrown and
perverted the religious sentiment must not be con-
founded with the religious sentiment itself. That
this should be done is 2 mischievous mistake, alike of
religionists and anti-religionists. Science, in clear-
ing away these excrescences, brings us always
nearer the underlying truth, and is therefore the
handmaid and friend of true religion. The sub-
stratum of truth is the one broad plateau of rock
upon which the world’s theological superstructures
are reared. It is—as the title of our lecture puts
it—*the common foundation of all religions.”

And now what is it? What is this rock? It is

* A Lecture delivered nt the Patchiappah's Hall, Madras,
26th April, 1882,
¥
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No amount of reading, however, will suffice for a
knowledge of the subject; at best, it gives but a
smattering of information as a basis of belief. Nor
can a teacher develop the psychic powers in a way
to make them docile and trustworthy to the
student’s will. Psychic growth is the fruit of self-
mastery ; the Initiate is, more than any one else,
“a self-made man!” The Theosophical Society
does not make adepts: it but hints at their exist-
ence and points to the path,
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-A “ Rosicauciaw” Book.
400 copies only. Tn demy S, cloth.

Phallicism:

Celestial and Terrestrial, Heathen and_ Christian, its_connection with the
Rosicruciane and the Gnostics, and its foundation in Buddhism. With
Eseay on Mystic Anatomy, By HARGRAVE JENNINGS, author of “The
Rosicrucians,”

‘¢ Thiu book 18 written od dlerum, and sppesls to the soholar only, a1d
not to the multitude. It is a masterly and exhaustive account of that
‘worship of the creative powers of nature which, under varions names, has
gromiied among all the nations of untiquity and of modimval times, like

Egypt and India, in Itsly and Gaul, smong the Israelites of old, and
among the primitive jubabitants of Great Britain and Irelsod .. . . a
movt velusbie suxiliary to ail who care to tlll.!le such a subjact of ingniry,
= subject for which Mr. Jenni ia the bet er fitted on acoonnt of his long
anc timate acquaintance with the Hosicyuciana, their tenets, and their
practices.”"— Antiquarian Magazine end Bibliographer.

* Unpleasant as thio subject o, we are quite prepared to agree that in
it acientide pect, &n n forun of buman worship, it ban consierable
portance, , ., . . Mr. Jennings deals almost gutirely with the subjectire
part of his enquiry, snd he hes evidently made a eonsiderable amount of
Tresearch mt\awzwntnno( early religiona. . . . He produced some.
1hing which i3, at all events, worth the attantion of the student of compa-
xative psychology.”—Autiquary.

#This book . . . is profoundly l-arned, and gives svidence on each page
of dsep thought, intenss powers of research, clear and unmistakable reason-
ing, and thorough mastership of the sabloct,  The sppendix wgo couteiza
wuch very curions matter which will interest those ¥hodesire to Btudy
the subject under all ita difterent aapeots and bearings. —HReliquary.

A New Novet BY 4 Nsw WxIreER.
In orown Boo, 2 vols,, eloth. Price £1 la

The Valley of Sorek.

By GerteUpE M. GroRax. With a Critical Introduction hy Rrcmazs
HERXE SHEPHRED.

“There s in the book & high and pure moral and s distinct coneep-
tHonof cheracter . . , The dramatis persone . . . are in reality strongly tndx
‘Gual, and surprise ona with their inconsiateroies ust a8 real human beings
0. - : Thero 1a somsthing powerful in the wiy in which the reader 18
nads feel both the reality and the nntrustworthinesr of hie [the haro's]
Teligious fervour, and. the charmoter of the stheist, Grebaw, ia 10T lass
atrougly and definitely conceived . « . It ia » work that shows imagination
and moral insight, and we bl jook with much sutieipelion for snother
from the same hand."—Gontemporary Revisw.

“The charactors are olearly duflned, the situstions ave strong, and the
tnteront. ovoked by them is osusiderable. The women in partionlar are
admirahly drawn.—dthoneura.

“Henry Westgate, the hero, 18 a study of no slight paychologioal
interons -, Tote o Qoustomment of s chaactor e poodk ot ey o
through the diverse influence of friends and circumatances . , . that Miss
George hss portrayed with singular vigour snd akilful apalysis Itis
m\;olulble t:) l"ela 't’,ﬂl. mx’;y :Vithﬂ\lt W‘;U;ﬂem:"l.g at the maturi and.

I-reatreint of its style, and nt the rare it 1thos, ming] i
Eivength, which mark every page,—Litevary World, T itk
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phical Society is building itself up, Some people
think us opponents of science, but, on the contrary,
we are its warmest advocates—until it begins to
dogmatize from incomplete known data upon new
facts. When it reaches that point we challenge it
and oppose it with all oiir strength, such as it may be,
just as we fight the dogmatism of theology. For,
to our mind, it matters not whether you blindly
worship a fetish, a man, a book, or a crucible,—it is
blind idolatry all the same; and science can be,
and has been, as cruel and remorseless in her way
as the Church ever was in hers,

The first step is to have an agreement as to what
the word “science” means. 1 take it to be the
collection and arrangement of observed facts about
Nature. If that is correct, then I protest against
half measures; I want those observations to be
complete, to cover all Nature, not the half of it.
‘What sort of an ontology would that be' which, while
pretending to investigate the laws of our being,
took note only of our anatomy, physiology, and
whatever relates to the physical frame of man,
leaving out all that concerns his mental function ?
Absurd ! you would say ; but I ask you whether it
is any more absurd to study man in his body with-
out the mind, than to study him in body and mind
while ignoring the trans-corporeal manifestations
of his middle nature? You want meto define what
I mean by this “ middle nature ” and by its “trans-
corporeal manifestations.” I will do so. 1T start,
then, with the proposition that there is more of a
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to laugh in their sleeves at Hindu credulity, let me
warn them that some of the most preposterous of
these requests have come from their own com-
munity ; some from persons so highly placed
that they have asked that their names may be
withheld at all hazards. All this is a saddening
proof of the unspirituality and rankling superstition
of the present age. Adepts do not show them-
selves or their phenomena because there is no
public to appreciate them. It is known that we
have affirmed that some of these makatmas are in
relations with our Society, and take an interest in
its welfare. I reaffirm the statement, and at the
same time protest against the daring supposition
that for that reason they are responsible for ail or
any of the mistakes in its management. Those
faults are all my own and count against me. I
have realised, too late, that the public who could so
basely treat a woman who was but their disciple,
could not understand anything that might be said
about them. So, henceforth, I shall try to abstain
from even speaking of them, except to such as are
prepared and anxious for the truth. An age that
is satisfied with church miracles, mediumist phe-
nomena, or the most rank materialism, without
secking further for the hidden causes, may as well
be left to play with its toys. The thoughtful man
need ask for no more wondrous phenomenon than his
own cxistence, no greater miracle than the display
of his own splendid powers. He is surrounded by
a world of phenomena scarcely one of which has
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covered these secrets, had interrogated nature be-
hind her veil. These men lived in the lands now
called Tibet, India, Persia, Chaldea, Egypt, and
Greece. We find traces of them even in the frag-
mentary remains of the sacred literature of Mexico
and Peru. And we have been told that this sacred
science is not extinct, but still survives, and is
practised by men who carefully guard their know-
ledge from profane hands. Some of us have even
had the inestimable good fortune to meet with such
wonder-workers and tosee their experiments, Sowe
have come in quest of the places and opportunity
to learn for our own benefit and that of humanity,
what occult law of nature can be brought out of Dr.
Stewart’s “borderland of darkness " into the lighted
and odoriferous class-rooms of Western Science.

To what highest good do we aspire? What s
the highest good, but to know something of man
and his powers, to discover the best means to
benefit humanity—physically, morally, spititually ?
To this we aspire: can our interrogator conceive of
a nobler ambition? In common with all thinking
people we have, of course, our individual specula-
tions about that infinite and awful something which
Anglo-Saxons call God ; but, as a Society, we say,
with Pope—

4 Know, then, thyself ; presume not God to scan ;
“The proper study of mankind is Man,”

As to our ideas of the next world, the aid of
metaphysics would have to be invoked to answer
the question. Suffice it that we do not fancy the





index-187_1.png
178§ FRIENDS AND ENEMIES. 187

other. Some of these vices we may, I think, justly
claim to be exonerated from having even now.
For no one in India, even our worst enemy, would
darc accuse us of either lust, greediness, avarice, or
envy. If I were to tell you we are perfectly free of
vanity it would perhaps be taken as the best proof
that we are not, or remain for ever an open question ;
" as nothing is so difficult as to prove whether it is
personal Vanity in man or a justifiable Pride which
is his secret motor. From anger we certainly are
not exempt; we have not yet reached the stagewhere
one can suffer in silence and with smiles the cruel
stripes of slander, the base return of treachery and
ingratitude, the wilful perversion of our motives, the
cowardly assaults on character by masked assassins,
No, not perfect yet—alas! not yet. But even sup-
posing that we are not to be ranked among the
“ emancipated ones,” though striving hard, does our
questioner therefore give us tounderstand that he is
not bound to listen to our advice to put aside his own
vices and take examplefromthe virtues of Tukaram?
That is the gist of the whole question ; and this
interrogatory reflects the now universally prevalent
tone of public thought—wiz, that to find some holy
or supposed holy person, and nominally enroll one-
self as his admirer, follower, or pupil, will confer
merit and secure moksha without self-sacrifice or
the conquest over evil passions. Not only by word
of mouth in private conversations, but from many
public platforms, and through our journal, the
THEOSOPHIST, we have tried to compel the public
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nature of “soul” in any of them. After wading
through their heavy volumes, you will arrive at the
conclusion that they are little better than obscura-
tionists—intellectual clouds between you and the
sun of spiritual truth. You will find some of them
light, fleecy clouds, some so thin and vapoury as to
let through a good deal of light ; others black and
murky clouds, bursting with suppressed lightnings.
If you go on far enough, you will see that these
heavier intellectual masses, like the prototypes in
Nature with which we are comparing them, will
discharge their thunders at each other as they come
into opposition, and then there is a great noise and
heavy discharge of critical artillery. But the net
result, after all is over, and you digest your notes
and collect your confused thoughts, will be what T
said—you will have puzzled your brain with a
multitude of words and got no clear idea of
Psychology. For they confuse the intellectual
experiences of the human brain with the other and
totally different experiences of the real Psycke !
And though they wrote ten times as many books,
since they would all be written upon this false
hypothesis, they would be no nearer the mark.
These Western psychologists have, we may say,
chopped man into minute shreds. There is not an
atom of him (and by him I mean their “him,” not
the complete man), not a2 bone, muscle, nerve,
cell, or ganglion, that they have not dissected,
and fumbled over, and analysed. He has not a
feeling, an emotion, a cognitiori—not a single or
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Hamespita - midon, Among
the_ Parsis, the period during
which the loweranimals beganto
evolve into men.

Haoma. Among the Parsis, 2
god, and also a plant.

Hara, Mouni. Where Mo-
hammed is said to have received
the Koran.

Hari. A name of Krishna or
Vishnu.

Harischandra.  An  Tndian

King mentioned in the Rama-

yana.
Heplaktss. A seven-rayed %;d
of the Pythagorcans and Kaba-
Tists; a concrete symbolization
of the solar specirum.

Hermes. The greatest of the
Egyptian teachers of the Eso-
teric doctrine,

Himalagas. The Himala-
yan Mountains, which sep-
arate India from Tibet, are
not only the highest in the
world, but also most connected
with the earliest histories of our
race. Exoterically, their highest
peaks were represented as in
connection with the heavens of
Aryan mythology.

Himavdd.  Another name for
the Himaldyas.

Hindu. Black ; a name said
to have been contemptuously
applied to the natives of India
by their Mohammedan con.
querors,

Hinduism. Used here in the
sense of any orthodox school of
Hindu religion,

Hisulu £ hilosophy. Thereare
six_principal ancient schaols of
philosophy in India, with nam-
erous derived ones, For p
ticulars, see Encylopedia B
tannica, ot the works of Pro-
fessor Max Muller, Monier
‘Williams and others.

Hindustan, Thecountry (stan}

24
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of the Hindus ; the Indian pen-
insula.

Homuté, “ Gocd thoughts ;7
one of the three fundamental
Zorvastrian commandments,

“ Honover,” The fundamental
Zoroastrian Confession of Faith
and Prayer.

Hormasd. The Eternal Prin-
ciple of Good (see also Akur-
iazda).

Hukhatt, * Good words,”

Lddhimiddhiidna, Thescience
of spiitnal development.

Indian Hemp. Anintoxicating
smoking mixture prepared from
the stalk of Canabi's Indica.

ZIndian Jugglers. InIndiathese
form a separate and one of the
lowest castes. Some of their
featsare astounding fordexterity,
others inexplicable, except tpon
the theory of some knowledge
of the elements of Occult Science.

Indu Prokash. A Bombay
native journal,

Indus. The principal river in
the Punjab,

Zran, Fersia.

Jranian. Persian. [faith,

Zstam.  The Mohammedan

Jyaseram. The period of the
evolution of the vegetable king-
dom on earth, so called among
Parsis.

aimini, Expounder of the
whole system of Brahmanical
rituals,

Jain, A religioussectin India,
closely related to the Buddbists.
They affirm that Buddha wasa
pupil of one of their sages.

Jiva. Life; a living being,

Jivan-Mukta. The realization
during life of the complete union
of one’s spirit (Sanskrit : atma)
with the Universal Spirit,

Jév-Atma, The human spirit.

“Jotir Math (literally, the teme
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the earth because of the force of gravitation, with-
out stopping to think how much of the explanation
is a mere patter of words conveying no accurate
idea to the mind. Suppose we say that we cling to
the earth’s surface, because the polarity of cur body
is opposed to the polarity of the spot of earth upon
which we stand. That would be scientifically
correct. But how, if our polarity is reversed,
whether by disease, or the mesmeric passes of a
powerful magnetiser, or the constant effort of a
trained self-will? To classify, let one imagine one-
self either a hysteric patient, an ecstatic, a somnam-
bule, or an adept in Asiatic occult science. In either
case, if the polarity of the body should be changed
to its opposite polarity, and so our electrical,
magnetic, or Odic state be made identical with that
of the ground beneath us, the long-known electro-
polaric law would assert itself, and our body would
rise into the air, It would float as long as these
mutual polaric differences continued, and rise to a
height exactly proportionate to their intensity. So
much of light is let into the old domain of Church
“ miracles ” by mesmerism and the Od discovery.
But our mountain crystal has another and far
more striking peculiarity than mere Odic polarity.
It is nothing apparently but a poor lump of glass,
and yet in its heart can be seen strange mysteries.
There are doubtless a score of persons in this great
audience who, if they would sit in an easy.posture
and a quiet place, and gaze into my crystal for a
few minutes, would see and describe to me pictures
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COMPLYING with the good custom of all societies
that are really working for the general good, though
the latter merit is denied us by some, we now,
a third time, come before the Bombay public
to give an official account of ourselves. Our
anniversary meeting should have been held last
November, and would, but that we were then far
away in the Punjab, and did not return to Bombay
until the last day of the old year. Having thus
unavoidably missed the usual time, we thought
it best to wait until we could celebrate the anniver-
sary of the arrival of our party in India. That
event, so important to us—I wish I could add,
possibly to the country, as regards its future results
—occurred on Sunday, February 16th, 1879, and I
am here to tell you how it has fared with us during
the two years that have since passed. I will domy
bestto . .. .
* nothing extenuate, nor aught set down in malice.”

‘We only ask that those who love and those who
hate us, will alike be governed by the same feeling
of moderation. For, to tell you the plain truth, we

* A Lecture delivered at the Framji Cowasji Institute, Bombay,
27th February, 1881
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Sixty-six yecars ago Schopenhauer declared his
opinion that the greatest advantage of the nine-
teenth century over previous eras lay in its access
to the Vedas through the Upanishads, and pre-
dicted for the study of Sanskrit literature an
influence upon intellectual development not in-
ferior to that of the revival of Greek in the fifteenth
century.+ He spoke of “the sacred, primitive
Indian wisdom ” as the best preparation for his
own philosophy. And it is worthy of remark that
the reputation of this great thinker is culminating
at a time when his anticipation, which at the date
of publication must have scemed strange or ex-
travagant to all but a few far-seeing scholars,
is in course of scarcely doubtful fulfilment. A
parallel similar to that suggested by Schopenhauer
has been drawn by Max Miiller, who has also
testified to the already pervading influence of the

* The author thankfully ackuowledges the valuable aid given
him in the collation of materials for this chapter, by an English
friend, whose modesty forbids the mention of his name.

*+ Preface to * The World as Will and Representation ™ (ITal-
dane and Kemp's translation}.
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scientists, who know so much in one direction and
so little in another. Sir John Lubbock quotes ap-
provingly in his address the opinion of Bagehot that
the ancients “ had no conception of progress ; they
did not so much as reject the idea: they did not
even entertain it.” This is the very key to my pre-
sent discourse. I want you to realize what should
be called real “progress,” and why the ancients—
your forefathers— did not even entertain” the idea
of what the modern scientists regard as progress,
And to comprehend this question, we must first
understand what man is, and what the highest point
of progress or improvement to which he may attain,

If you will run your eye over the list of sciences
‘noted by the President of the British Association,
you will see that nearly all of them bear upon the
material comfort, or educational development, of
the physical man, and his understanding of the
physical facts of the world he lives in. Thousands
of the most startling of modern inventions are to
aid the Western populations against rigour of
climate and infertility of soil, to facilitate the
transport of passengers and merchandize and the
transmission of intelligence, and to gratify the
appetites and passions of our baser nature. It has
been one mad struggle of physical man with
natural obstacles ; the chief objects, the multiplica-
tion of wealth, of power, of means of physical grati-
fication. Some people call this “progress;” but
what sort of progress is it that arms the lower
against the higher part of man’s self? The Christian
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of people, scenes and places in different countries, as
well as their own beautiful Ceylon. I gave the
crystal into the hand of a lady who is a natural
clairvoyant, just after I had received it from
Hungary. “I see” she said, “a large, handsome
room in what appears to be a castle. Through
an open window can be seen a small park, with
smooth, broad walks, trimmed lawns, and trees. A
noble-looking lady stands at a marble-topped table
doing up something into a parcel. A man-servant in
rich livery stands as though waiting for his mistress’s
orders. It is this crystal that she is doing up, and
she puts it into a brown box, something like a
small musical-box.” The clairvoyant knew nothing
about the crystal, but she had given an accurate
description of the sender, of her residence, and of
the box in which the crystal came to me.

Reichenbach’s careful investigations prove that
minerals have each their own peculiar Odic polarity,
and this lets us into an understanding of much that
the Asiatic people have said about the magical
properties of gems. You have all heard of the
regard in which the sapphire has ever been held
for its supposed magical property to assist somnam-
bulic vision. “The sapphire,” according to a
Buddhist writer, “will open barred doors and
dwellings (for the spirit of man); it produces a
desire for prayer, and brings with it more peace
than any other gem ; but he who would wear it
must lead a pure and holy life.”

Now, a series of investigations by Amoretti into
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has been perceptibly raised, but the mendacity of
the general public has reached a low level. Do
you think a national resuscitation can be even
dreamt of with such a bottomless depth of moral
rottenness to lay its foundations upon? Many of
the best friends of Aryavarta have confessed all
these things to me, and in accents of despair fore-
told the speedy ruin of everything. Some, the
other day, went so far as to say that in all the
North-West and Punjab—to say nothing of other
provinces~—six men of the true patriot-hero mould
could not be found. This is 7o my opinjon.
Some of you may recall that in all my addresses to
the Indian public I have taken a hopeful view of the
situation. I do not wish to deceive myself, or to
deceive others ; for I hope tolive and die in this land
and among this people. I rest my judgment of
Indian evolution upon the whole course of Aryan
evolution, not upon a fragmentary particle of it.
The new environment is evolving a new India
which, in three chief respects, is the complete
antithesis of the older one. Old India—and, in
fact, even modern India, that, let us say, of the
eighteenth century—was (1) Asiatic to the core;
(2) it had more land than cultivators ; and (3) its
soil was unexhausted, But the brand-new India
of to-day, suckling of Manchester, Birmingham,
and Sheffield, and hunting-ground of the shikarri
and the missionary, is putting on European clothes,
and thinking along European lines; its land is
overcrowded ; its soil deteriorating at a rapid rate
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of Brahmins, but no adept Agnikotris. Among
these swarming millions, and amid this teeming
life, the aspirant tor spiritual instruction finds
scarcely a single Guru who can practically teach
the Yoga science. Hundreds of bright young men
are suffering from spiritual starvation. Can we
help them? Is there no hope to offer the youths
who have learnt to regard modern science as the
sole authority in questions of a religious and
scientific nature? For that is the ordeal that the
advocates of Aryan philosophy must pass. It is
useless to try and cover it up, or evade the alterna-
tive: either we must prove Hinduism to stand
upon the ground of science, or leave it to its
fate. I think we can hold out this hope, and can
give this assurance. I believe that modern research
has arrived at certain facts which help us to under-
stand our subject if we collate and adjust them to
each other. And this brings us to consider the
second part of our discourse—an explanation of
the word Theosophy, and its application to the
Yoga Vidya.

Properly speaking, Theosophy may be defined as
the knowledge of “Divine” wisdom. If there
were a Western science of Psychology, worthy of
the name, this would be its crowning glory; the
seeker after knowledge of the “soul ¥ would end by
becoming a Theosophist. For one can gain what
is called Divine wisdom only in one way—through
the development of the psychic powers. Religion
is most strictly a personal affair: every man makes

1
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vidual efforts, they would never reap the slightest
benefit. ‘They would never learn the great truth,
that while occult phenomena are possible, a miracle
is an impossibility in nature. Spiritualism has for the
past thirty-two years been surfeiting the public with
phenomena of the most startling description : the
known laws of force have been upset, matter has
displayed qualities never suspected before, and even
the figures, or rather portrait-statues of the dead
have stalked in our presence, and revealed the
secrets of the shadow world. Has religion or
philosophy been the gainer by all this? No.
Have the mass of investigators been stimulated to
nobler lives? No. Those that were moral before
are for the most part moral still, and the bad con-
tinue bad. We are gorged with phenomena, we
need philosophy and a sure path to release us from
our pain and suffering. Where is this knowledge
to be sought for? Here, in India ; and if you will
question either one of the hundreds of European
visitors with whom Madame Blavatsky has talked
in different countries, you will find that her con-
stant vehement assertion-has ever been that what
she knows she learned in India and Tibet, and that
for what they taught her she gives her love and her
life, if necessary, to promote the happiness of their
people.

“But is not your Society established for the sole
purpose of giving these experimental proofs of
psychic power?” some will ask. I answer, no;
more phenomena have been shown to outsiders than
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temporaries could show anything so splendid as
the electric telegraph and the steam-engine. My
answer is that the properties of steam are believed
to have been known in those ancient days; that
printing was used at a period of mostremoteantiquity
in China; that the Aryans had, as certain of
their descendants now have, a system of telegraphy
that enables conversation to be carried on at any dis-
tance, and requires neither poles, wires, nor pots of
chemicals. You wish to know what thatis? I will
tell you, and tell it to the very beards of those
ignorant, half-educated people who make fun of
sacred things, and are not ashamed to revile their
forefathers upon the strength of some superficial
smattering of English education they have managed
to pick up. Your ancient Yogis could, and all who
have acquired a certain proficiency in occult science
can even now, thus talk with each other. Some of
you may honestly doubt it, still it is true; as any
author who has written on Yoga, and every one
who has practised it, from the ancient Rishis down
to some living Yogis of your day, will tell you
And then the Aryans—if we may believe that
good man, the late Bramachari Bawd—knew a
branch of science about which the West is now
speculating much, but has learnt next to nothing.
They could navigate the air, and not only navigate
but fight battles in it, like so many war-eagles
combating for the dominion of the clouds. To be
so perfect in adronautics, as he justly says, they
must have known all the arts and sciences related





index-278_1.png
278 INDIA: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTUKE.

towards actual sterility. It needs no prophet to fore-
cast what all this involves. If “fertile France,” as
Dr. Hunter calls it,* is crowded, with 180 people
to the square mile; and fair, green Ireland so
over-populated, with 169 persons to the square
mile, that she pours her emigrants into America by
millions ; if the people of England when they exceed
200 to the square mile, gain their food only by
employing themselves in manufactures, mines, and
city industries—what must we think of hapless
India’s lot? Throughout British India the aver-
age population is 243 persons to the square mile,
and there are portions—as, for instance, in thirteen
districts of Northern India, cqual in size to
Ireland—where the land has to support an average
of 680 persons to the square mile, or more than one
person to each acre! The Famine Commissioners
report that in Bengal twenty-four millions of human
beings are trying to live on the produce of fifteen
million acres, or little more than half an acre apiece.
“The Indian soil,” as Dr. Hunter says, “cannot
support that struggle” And what then—is it
asked ? Well, death to crores: thatis the grinning
skull behind the gold cloth and glitter of these
pageants ; such are the terrible words traced in the
invisible ink of Fate between the lines of these
college diplomas. This state of things is the result
of definite causes, and in their turn these effects
become causes of fresh results far ahead. From

* England’s Work in India. By W. W. Hunter, C.LE,, LL.D.,
London, 1837,
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the name “ Theosophical ” that of “ Philadelphian
(from the two words philos, loving, and adelphos,
brother), as it was always meant to be a society of
universal brotherhood and for promoting brotherly
love among all races—but there were several rc-
ligious societies of that name already, as the Christ-
adelphians and the Philadelphians. Knowing but
of one really divine manifestation on earth—
Humanity as taken collectively, Humanity with its
god-like intellect, its latent promises and spiritual
hopes, hidden away under a thick crust of material-
ism and selfishness—we know of no better form of
worship, no higher cultus to the divine principle,
than that whose oblations are laid on the altar of
Humanity. With our hands upon that altar we
must all strive to call out these divine, deep, hidden
intuitions of mutual Help, Tolcrance and Love.
Ry “divine” then I mean that which the common
intuition of mankind conceives to be the opposite
of all that is animal, material, brutish. The know-
ledge one gains by the help of the physical senses
is physical science, It is the orderly classification
of the objective phenomena of the visible world.
Theosophy, on the contrary, is the discovery of the
law and order of the inner world of force or spirit,
by the aid of another set of faculties that lie within
the human being. What creed the spiritual searcher
may outwardly hcld to, matters as little as the
colour or shape of his turban or scarf; provided
only that he does not let the acid of his creed eat

out the precious substance of his nobler nature.
M
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above enumerated. So, then, this had been my
bent of mind since boyhood, and although I always
took an active part in all that concerned my
country and fellow-countrymen, and an especially

active one during our late Civil War, yet my heart -

was not set on worldly affairs, In the year above
mentioned (1874), I was investigating a most start-
ling case of mediumship, that of William Eddy, an
uneducated farmer, in whose house were nightly
appearing, and often talking, the alleged spirits of
dead persons. I will not go into particulars just
now, for I have other things to speak about;
perhaps I may make it the subject of some future
discourse.  Suffice it that with my own eycs I saw,
within the space of about thrce months, some five
hundred of these apparitions, under circumstances
which, to my mind, excluded the possibility of
trickery or fraud. My observations were com-
municated to a New York daily journal during the
whole period, and the facts excited the greatest
wonder. Madame Blavatsky and I met at this
farm-house, and the similarity of our tastes for
mystical research led to an intimate acquaintance.
She soon proved to me that, in comparison with
even the chela of an Indian Makatma, the authori-
ties I had been accustomed to look up to knew
abselutely nothing., Little by little she opened
out to me as much of the truth as my experiences
had fitted me to grasp. Step by step 1 was
forced to relinquish illusory beliefs, cherished
for twenty years. And as the light gradually
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dukyo Upanishad by saying: “Thou art not this,
nor that, nor the third, nor anything which the
mind can grasp with the help of the physical per- :
ceptions.” Your popular Telugu poet beautifully
and allegorically depicts this idea, in his poem
Sitirdma anjaniyam (Cosmic Matter), where Sita
—who is herself the personification of Prakriti—is
asked by the daughters and wives of the Rishis to
point out her husband, but, through modesty, re-
frains. The ladies then, pointing successively to a
number of different men, ask each time, “Is this
thy husband?” She answers in the negative, but
when they point to Rama she is silent, for she can-
not even speak of her heart’s lord before strangers.
So, the poet would have us understand, while we
may freely say what Atmé is nof, when we are re-
quired to say what it &5 we must be silent, for
words are powerless to express the sublime idea.
We have now prepared the ground to answer
both of the questions put by our imaginary critic.
The Mayavirupa, when intelligently projected be-
yond the physical body by the developed energy
of an initiate of Qccult Science, contains in it all
his Manas and Buddhi (including the Chitzam and
Ahankaram—sense of individuality), 7.e., his Physi-
cal Intelligence and Spiritual Intelligence. TheIn-
itiate quits his earthly casket (in which are left the
Jiva and Lingasarira), and for the moment lives,
thinks and acts in this Double of himself. Its atomic
condition being less dense than that of the corporeal
body, it has enhanced powers of locomotion and per-
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ancestors (and ours) will be honoured according to
their deserts. The pride of the modern world may
receive a shock ; but the ancients will be vindicated,
and the cause of truth advanced.

The fact will then appear, far more distinctly
than even now, that long before the first page of
the Bible was written, gencrations before the Jews
had a nationality to boast of, before the foundations
of Babylon were laid, or the first stone of the
Egyptian pyramids had been hewn— which,
according to Bunsen and Boeckh, must have
been more than 5,700 years B.C.—the Aryans
were enjoying a splendid civilization, and had per~
fected a grammar and language with which none
other can compare. If asked to prove my words,
I may do so by propounding a question. To what
age of the world’s history must the beginnings of
the Egyptian State, the monarchy of Mena, the
founder of Egypt, be carried back? Those most
interested in the solution of this problem hesitate
even as to the duration of Manetho’s dynasties—
from Mena to the last Pharaoh—the most eminent
modern Egyptologists not daring to assign it a
more recent period than between 5,000 and 6,000
years BC. And what do they find on the very
threshold of Egyptian history, further back than
which Western history cannot penetrate? They find
a State of the most marvellous civilization, a State
already so advanced that in contemplating it one
has to repeat with Renan, “one feels giddy at the
very idea (on est pris de vertige),” and with Brugsch,
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the second volume of his Principles of Psychology,
and has worked out the problem of the “ Completed
Differentiation of Subject and Object” to his per-
fect satisfaction. He has satisfied himself that the
phase of emotion is stimulated by memories of past
experiences; his hand has just traced these
words :—“Such components of consciousness,
pleasurable and painful, divisible into classcs and
sub-classes, differ greatly from the components
thus far described ; being extremely vague, being
unlocalizable in space, and being but indefinitely
localizable in time” (op. cit. p. 467). He has de-
scribed to us the effect produced upon his state of
quiescence by hearing at his back a voice which he
recognizes as the voice of a friend: and, as he tells
us, “a wave of pleasurable feeling” upsets certain
antecedent sets of “vivid states,” known to him as-
the parts of his body, a feeling of muscular tension
is excited, “the emotion felt goes on presently to
initiate other muscular tensions, and after them
special sounds "—he speaks. And now, his chapter
finished and his pen thrown aside, he muses. A
wonderful phenomenon occurs—one that has hap-
pened to and been recorded by other great
scholars, Out of the reasening, analysing, digestive
machine that the world, by visual, auditive, and
tactual observations, recognize, as Mr. Spencer,
cozes a whitish vapour which at first a cloud, con-
denses into a man. It is not only a man but that
very man, Mr. Spencer, his actual counterpart or
“double,” his Mapavi-rupa. At last it is fully
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to conclude that the true history of the Founder of
Christianity, if at this late day it were possible to
write it, would be very different from the narratives
that pass current? We must not forget that Jeru-
salem was at that time a Roman, just as Ceylon is
now a British dependency, and that the silence of
contemporary Roman historians about any such
violent disturbances of the equilibrium of nature is
deeply significant.

I have cited this example for the sole and simple
purpose of bringing home to the non-Buddhistic
portion of my audiecnce the conviction that,
in considering the life of Sakya Muni and the
lessons it teaches, they must not make his followers
of to-day responsible for any extravagant exuber~
ance of past biographers. The doctrine of Buddha
and its effects are to be judged quite apart from
the man, just as the doctrine ascribed to Jesus and
its effects are to be considered quite irrespectively
of his personal history. And—as I trust to have
shown-—the actual doings and sayings of every
founder of a faith or school of philosophy, must
be sought for under a heap of tinsel and rubbish
contributed by successive generations of followers,

Approaching the question of the hour in this
spirit of precaution, what do we find are the pro-
babilities respecting the life of Sakya Muni?. Who
was he? When and how did he live?
What did he teach? A most careful comparison
of authorities and analysis of evidence establishes,
I think, the following data ;

z
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but she shows her real principles in her Krupp and
Armstrong guns and whiskey distilleries, in her
opium ships, sophisticated merchandise, prurient
amusements, licentiousness and political dishonesty.
Christendom we may almost say, is morally rotten
and spiritually paralysed. If interested mission-
aries tell you otherwise, do not ‘believe them upon
assertion: go through Christian countries and see for
yourselves.  Or, if you will not or cannot go, then
get the proper books and read. And when you have
secn, or read, and the horrid truth bursts upon you;
when you have lifted the pretty mask of this smil-
ing goddess of Progress, and seen the spiritual
rottenness behind it, then, O, young men of sacred
India, heirs of great renown, turn to the history of
your own fand. Read, and be satisfied that it is
better to be good than learned ; to be pure-minded
and spiritual than rich; to be ignorant as a ryot,
with his virtue, than intelligent as a Parisian de-
bauchee, with his vices; to be a heathen Hindu
practising the moralities of the Rishis than a pro-
gressed and civilized European trampling under
foot all the laws that conduce to human happiness
and to true progress.
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as to Balfour Stewart, the Universe seemed “a vast
physical machine...... composed of atoms, with
some sort of medium between them as the machine,”
The apprehension of any sort of a God had died
out, the feeling of having in them a soul had been
smothered, With polite incredulity they have
listened to our tales of phenomena witnessed by
us, similar to those described in the biography of
Sankara Acharya and Sakya Muni, sometimes
unable to repress a smile. They seemed to come
to us more to observe the lengths and depths to
which Western credulity can go, than to gather
corroboration of the narratives contained in their
own sacred literature. And, I am sorry to say,
some few, when out of earshot, have made them-
selves merry over our testimony to the truth of the
primitive philosophies,

Another class we have met, with minds full of
misty speculations which prevented their having
any clear and defined views of either of the great
questions of universal human interest. Drawn
hither by the reveries of Swedenborg and Davis, or
thither by those of Bochmen and St. Martin, they
had found no sure ground upon which to plant
their feet.

‘To us strangers, this has been a most instructive
study, and we have tried to discover the best means
to combine all this intellectual vigour, this learning,
this mental agitation, upon one objective point.
We see in this state of things the promise of future
good results. Here is material for a new school of
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(vol. iv. of Zke Sacred Books of the East, edited by
Professor Max Miiller), the learned Dr. Darme-
steter says: “The key to the Awesta is not the
Pahlavi, but the Vedas. The Avesta and the
Vedas are two echoes of one and the same voice,
the reflex of one and the same thought: the Vedas,
therefore, are both the best lexicon and the best
commentary to the Avesta” (p. xxvi.). Thishe de-
fines as the extreme view of the Vedic scholars,
and while personally he does not subscribe to them
entirely, he yet holds that we cannot perfectly com-
prehend the Avesta without utilising the discover-
ies of the Vedic pandits. But neither Darmeste-
ter, nor Anquetil Duperron, nor Haug, nor Spiegel,
nor Sir William Jones, nor Rapp (whose work has
been so perfectly translated into English by the
eminent Parsischolar, K. R. Cama), nor Roth, norany
philological critic whose works I have come across,
has named the true key to Zaratushta’s doctrine.
For it, we must not search among the dry bones of
words, No, it hangs within the door of the Xabala
—the Chaldean secret volume, where under the
mask of symbols and misleading phrases, it is kept
for the use of the pure searcher after arcane know-
ledge. The entire system of ceremonial purifica-
tions, which in itself is so perfect that a modern
Parsi—a friend of mine—has remarked that Zoro-
aster was the best of Health Officers, is, as it seems
to me, typical of the moral purification required of
him who would either, while living, attain the
Magian’s knowledge of the hidden laws of Nature
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self, and he became eminently divested of prejudice
and exempted from human infirmities: being totally
unfettered by the bonds or chains of any sect what-
ever, and studiously shunning the polemic domains
of prejudice ; in short, the eulogium of one creed
and the abhorrence of another, entered not into
hissystem.” The Shaikh Bahu-ud-din Muhammed
Amali, enchanted by the noble sentiments of
Kaivin, a Zoroastrian sage, became his follower,
and nobly exclaims: “As the splendour of the
Almighty is in every place, knock thou either at
the door of the kabah or the portals of the fire-
temple.”

The editors of the Dabistan say: “ There is
scarcely a tenet to be found in any other creed
which does not, at least in its germ, exist in the
Hindu religion.” And yet while thus showing an
appreciation of a profound truth, they also say that
the common state of a Yogi “is that of complete
impassiveness or torpor;” thereby indicating that
the Hindu search, through Yoga, after the very
spiritual light and powers exemplified in the joyous
cry of the Sufi Jellal-Eddin, was a thing they did
not appreciate. And yet they affirm this great truth
that “in all times and places, the religion of the ‘En-
lightened’ was distinguished from that of the ‘Vul-
gar;” the first as interior, being the product of uni-
versal reason, was everywhere nearly uniform ; the
second, as exterior, being composed of particular
and arbitrary rites and ceremonies, varied accord-
ing to the influence of the climate, and the char-
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exclusive creed. Its principle indeed requires that
none of its members should even mentally assert
the exclusive sanctity of his own religious denomina-
tion. In India, the Society has been opposed and
denounced at every turn by Christian mission-
aries ; and if on its side it has seemed to evince
hostility to Christianity, that is because its represen-
tatives identify it with those arrogant pretensions
which make peace, charity,and fraternity impossible.
If we point out to the natives of India that the form
of Christianity taught by these zealots is becoming
more and more discredited among the best religious
thinkers of the West itself, our doing so belongs
rather to our duty as educated Europeans than to
any polemical disposition. The fact that we number
in our ranks, not only many avowed Christians,
but also some conspicuous members of the Chris-
tian clergy, may be referred to in relation to a mis-
understanding from which even some of our own
Fellows in England have not been free.

‘We have spoken of the advocacy of the principle
of Universal Brotherhood, or, to avoid the charge
of Utopianism, of a kindly reciprocity and mutual
tolerance between men and races, as a primary
object of the Theosophical Society. We can
happily point to the rapid extension of that
organization to various countries, and the actual
gathering together into the same of many persons
of the most incongruous sects, and hitherto anti-
pathetic nationalities, as substantial proof of its
practicability. But this is only one out of the threc
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.to ourselves, different from the bodies of each

other, different in the right and left sides, and
different at night and morning in the same body—
let me ask you whether a phenomenon long noticed,
supposed by the ignorant to be miraculous, and
yet constantly denied by those Who never saw it,
may not be classed as a purely Odic one. I refer
to the levitation of ascetics and saints, the rising
into the air of their bodies, at moments when they
were deeply entranced. Baron Reichenbach found
that the Odic sensibility of his best patients greatly
varied in health and disease. Professor Perty of
Geneva, and Dr. Justinus Kérner tell us that the
bodies of certain hysterical patients rose into the
air without visible cause, and floated as light as a
feather. During the Salem witchcraft horrors, one
of the subjects, Margaret Rule, was similatly levi-
tated. Mr. William Crookes recently published a
list of no less than forty Catholic ecstatics whose
levitation is regarded as proof of their peculiar
sanctity. Now, I myself, in common with many
other modern observers of psychological pheno-
mena, have seen a person in the full enjoyment of
consciousness raised into the air by a mere
exercise of the will. This person was an Asiatic
by birth, had studied occult sciences in Asia,
and explains the remarkable - phenomena as a
simple example of change of corporeal polarity.
You all know the electrical law that oppositely
clectrified bodies attract, and similarly electrified
ones repel each other. We say that we stand upon
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tieth flame, until the first grossness of the defile-
ment of the fire in the base use to which it was put
has been purged, and only the purest essence re-
mains. Then only, is it fit to be placed upon the
altar of Hormazd. And even then the flame is not
ready to be the type of that Eternal Brightness ; it
is as yet but a body of earthly flame, a body which
lacks its noblest soul. When your forefathers
gathered at Sanjén to light the fire for the Indian
exiles, the great Dastur Darab, who had come with
them from Persia, gathered his people and the
strangers of the country about him in the jungle
Upon a stone block the dried sandal-wood was laid.
Four priests stood at the four cardinal points. The
Gathas are intoned, the priests bow their faces in
reverential awe. The Dastur raises his eyes to hea-
ven, he recites the mystical words of power; lo!
the fire from the upper world of space descends,
and with its silvery tongues laps round the fragrant
wood, which bursts into a blaze. This is the mis-
sing spirit evoked by the adept Prometheus. When
this is added to the thousand other dancing flames
the Symbol is perfected, and the face of Hormazd
shines before his worshippers. Lighted thus at
Sanjén, that historic fire has been kept alive for
more than seven hundred years, and until another
Darab appears among you to draw the flame of the
ambient ether upon your altar, let it be fed con-
tinuously.

This ancient art of drawing fire from heaven was
taught in the Samothracian and Kabeiric mysteries.
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class the one demanding first place is the so-called
“ spitit-rap.” By these simple signals the whole
modern movement called Spiritualism was ushercd
in. These audible concussions vary in degree from
the sound of a pin-head ticking to that of blows by
a hammer or bludgeon powerful enough to shatter
a mahogany table. The current of psychic force
producing them seems to depend upon the state of
the medium’s system, in combination with the
electric and hygrometric condition of the atmo-
sphere. Should either of these be unpropitious, the
raps, if heard at all, are faint; with both in harmony,
they are loudest and most persistent. Of themselves
these rapping phenomena are sufficiently wonderful;
but they become a hundred-fold more so when we
find that through them communications can be
obtained from intelligences claiming to be our dead
friends ; communications which often disclose
secrets kriown to no other person present except
the inquirer; and even, in rare cases, giving out
facts which no one then in the room was aware of,
and which had to be verified later by consulting
old records or distant witnesses. A more beautiful
form of the rap is the sound of music, as of a cut-glass
vessel struck, or a silver bell, heard either under the
medium’s hand or in the air. Such a phenomenon
has been often noticed by the Rev. Stainton Moses,
of University College, London, in his own house;
and Mr. Alfred R. Wallace describes it as occurring
in the presence of Miss Nichol, now Mrs. Volck-
mann, at Mr. Wallace’s own house. An empty





index-173_1.png
I7S FRIENDS AND ENEMIES, 173

would. And in parenthesis let me remark that it
would he a good beginning if those who have said
the sharpest things about what the Theosophists
have not done, would, when next writing to the
papers, prove that they had themselves set us that
pattern of unselfish patriotism they would have us
imitate! Talk is cheap, gentlemen, and the com-
modity is not scarce in India. If words could be
coined into rupees, our young reformers would long
ago have restored the splendour of the Aryan epoch,
and lodged every ryot in a marble bungalow. Yet
words are useful too, and very necessary to India
at this particular juncture. Words of warning, of
appeal, of encouragement; glowing words that
shall burn through the thick crust of selfishness and
reach the very core of every patriot’s heart. Have
you read the history of the world and not learnt
the mighty power of the right word spoken at the
right moment? Speak then, every man of you,
but also act ; speak and tell your countrymen that
the time for dreaming is past, the hour for action
has come. Let a great shout go up, like the voice
of thunder, until the Himalayas echo to the cry
from Cape Comorin, that if the nation is to be
saved, every one who can give the slightest help
must zow give it. Even the British themselves,
with all their might and power, will be unable
to save the Indian people from starvation, per-
haps annihilation, unless India herself awaken
to activity and reform, and help them to save
her. You have gained knowledge, scatter it every-
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of that by-gone time when India poured out her
people into the empty lap of the West, and gave
the arts and sciences, and cven language itself, to
the outside world!”  And that I foresaw that the
work, even if begun at once, must take long to yield
the desired results, is shown in these further re-
marks :—“Do not imagine that I have the idle
notion that India can be reformed in a day. This
once enlightened, monotheistic and active people
have descended step by step, in the course of many
centuries, from the level of Aryan activity to that
of idolatrous lethargy and fatalism. It will be the
work not of years but of generations to re-ascend
the steps of national greatness. But there must be
a beginning. Those sons of Hindustan who are
disposed to act rather than preach, cannot com-
mence a day too soon. T#kis kour the country
needs your help.”

So, too, I may refer you to the address I de-
livered, on November 29th, at the celebration of
our fourth anniversary, when I again recurred to the
subject. “We do not ask you to be our followers,”
1 said, “but our allies. Our ambitien is not to be
considered leaders, or teachers; not to make money,
or power or fame. Choose any man here, of either
of the old races represented, and show us that he
is the right man to lead in either branch of this
reformatory movement, and I will most gladly en-
list as a common soldier under him.” But this idea
of the necessity for personal effort does not seem to
have as yet impressed itself upon the public mind.
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a new fatherland on the Banks of the Nile,
The Egyptians came, according to their own records,
from a mysterious land (now shown to lie on the
shore of the Indian Ocean), the sacred Punt,; the
original home of their gods—who followed thence
after their people, who had abandoned them, to the
valley of the Nile, led by Amon, Hor, and Hathor.
This region was the Egyptian “Land of the Gods”
~—PA-NUTER, in old Egyptian—or Holy-land, and
now proved beyond any doubt to have been quite
a different place than the “Holy Land” of Sinai.
By pictorial and hieroglyphic inscriptions found
(and interpreted) on the walls of the temple of the
Queen Hashtop, at Der-el-bahri, we see that this
Punt can be no other than India. For many ages
the Egyptians traded with their old homes, and
the reference here made by them to the names of
the Princes, of Punt and its fauna and flora, especi-
ally the nomenclature of various precious woods to
be found only in India, leave us scarcely rcom for
the smallest doubt that the old civilization of Egpyt
is the direct outcome of that of the still older India,
most probably of the Isle of Ceylon, which was in
prehistoric days part and parcel of the great
Continent, as geologists tell us.

So then we see that thousands of years before a
single spark of civilization had appeared in Europe,
before the doors of a school had been opened,
those great Aryan progenitors of ours were learned,
polite, philosophical, and nationally as well as in-
dividually great. The people were not, as now,
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an Englishman—one of the founders of the Society,
in fact—because he allowed himself to be mixed up
with a gang of French Communist refugees in their
wicked conspiracies. Judge for yourselves, there-
fore, how malicious and unfounded are the libels that
have been circulated in this country as to our being
political spies, and, most ridiculous of all, Russian
spies! The only Russian in our party became a
citizen of the United States of America last July,
an act unprecedented among Russian women,
and her book, “Isis Unveiled,” already referred
to, is not allowed to cross the frontiers. Nor
would we admit into our fellowship any one
who taught irreverence to parents or immorality
to husbands or wives. Nor have we any room
for the drunkard or the debauchee. If Theo-
sophy did not make men better, purer, wiser,
more useful to themselves and to society,
then this organisation of ours had better never
been born.  That it lives, and is respected
even by those who cannot sympathise with
its ideas, is evidence of its beneficent character,
This answers one of the above questions, and
I have also shown you that our plan of work
is to employ existing agencies to create an
interest in FEastern philosophies and religions,
and make the Press our helper, even when
it fancies it is killing us off with its fine sarcasm or
abuse,

And now, we are asked, what attitude do we
hold to religious beliefs, and what do we believe as
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Jesus,  Taking Krishna or Zoroaster, as you please
as the most ancient, and coming down the chrono-
logical line of descent, you will find them all made
after the same pattern. The real personage is all
covered up and concealed under the embroidered
veils of the romancer and the enthusiastic historio-
grapher, What is surprising to me is that this
tendency to exaggeration and hyperbole is not
more commonly allowed for by these who in our
day attempt to discuss and to compare religions.
We are constantly and painfully reminded that the
prejudice of inimical critics, on the one hand, and
the furious bigotry of devotees, on the other, blind
men to fact and probability, and lead to gross in-
justice. Let me take as an example the mythical
biographies of Jesus. At the time when the Coun-
cil of Nice was convened for settling the quarrels of
certain bishops and for the purpose of examining
into the canenicity of the 300 more or less apocry-
phal gospels, that were being read in the Christian
churches as inspired writings, the history of the life
of Christ had reached the height of absurd myth.
‘We may see some specimens in the extant books
of the apocryphal New Testament; but most of
them are now lost. What have been retained in
the present canon may doubtless be regarded as the
least objectionable. And yet, we must not hastily
adopt even this conclusion; for, you know that
Sabina, Bishop of Heraclea, himself speaking of
the Council of Nice, affirms that “except Constan-
tine and Sabinus, Bishop of Pamphilus, these
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from those who deserve to know all. Do not mis-
understand me. I am not pretending that 7 know
all, or nearly all: at best I have had but a
glimpse of the reality. But even that little is quite
enough to convince me that, within the husk of
your modern religion, there is the shining soul of
the old faith that came to Zaratusht in his Persian
home, and once illuminated the whole trans-
Himalayan world. Children of Iran, heirs of
the Chaldean lore; you who so loved your re-
ligion that neither the sword of Omar, nor the de-
lights ot home, nor the yearning of our common
humanity to live among the memories of our
ancestors, could make you deny it; you
who, for the sake of conscience, fled from
your native land and erected an altar for
the symbolical Sacred Fire in foreign coun-
tries, more hospitable than yours had become;
you, men of intelligence, of an ancient character
for probity, of enterprise in all good works—yox
are the only ones to lift the dark veil of this
modern Parsiism, and let the “ Hidden Splendour ”
again blaze forth. Mine is but the office of the
friendly wayfarer who points you to the mouth of
the private road that leads through your own
domain. T'am not, if you please, a man, but only
a voice. 1 need not even appeal to you to strip
away the foreign excrescences that, during twelve
centuries of residence among strangers, have
fastened themselves upon primitive Zoroastrianism
nor recite to you its simple yet all-sufficient code
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day, with deep affection. Besides the exegetical
works of Mr. Sinnett, there is Madame Blavatsky’s
encyclopeedic Isis Unvedled, now in its seventh
edition, which traverses a vast domain of science
and religion, and there are various pamphlets by
different authors, all relating to the Asiatic side of
the subject. On the side of Esoteric Christianity
and the Hermetic Doctrine, the eloquent work of
Dr. Anna Kingsford and.Mr. Edward Maitland,
The Perfect Wayp, will be reckoned among the great
books of the century. The T/eosophis?, a monthly
magazine, issucd at the Society’s headquarters at
Madras,* and now in its fifth volume, has among
its contributors some of the ablest educated Hindus
living, who during the past five years have been
expounding their national Sanskrit literature,
Thirdly, and lastly, as to researches into the
occult side of Nature and of Man. What the
mystical writers of Greece and Rome, of Germany,
France, Italy, and England, had hinted at in this
direction ; what was figured in the pictographs of
Egypt, in the sculptures of Nineveh and of Central
and South America, in the cylinders, bricks, and
stones of Babylonia and of other countries; what
was embalmed though masked in folk-lore,
legend, saga, and national customs, has been
verified and corroborated by the individual re-
searches of certain of our members. While the
Christians are sitting almost speechless, unable

* M. George Redway, the publisher of the present volume, is the
London agent.
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ported them during a whole century in the sterile
mountains of Khorasan or the out-lying deserts;
that comforted them in their exile at Sanjdn, and
gave them hope after the battle with their here-
ditary enemy Aluf Khan. Farmerly, it was Re-
ligion first and the Rupee fast ; now it is the Rupee
first, and everything clse after. See, I, a stranger,
point with one finger to your palatial bungalows,
your gorgeous equipages, your ostentatious
annual squandering of twelve lakhs of money at
festivals ; with the other to your comparatively
paltry subscriptions for the study and resuscitation
of your religion. The proverb says, “Figures
cannot lie,” and in this ingtance they donot. If I
wanted the hest test to apply to your real religious
zeal, I should look at the sum of your expenditure
for vain show and sensual enjoyment, as compared
with what you do for the maintenance of your re-
ligion in its purity, and at the sort of conduct you
tolerate in your priests. That is the mirror which
impartial justice holds up before you ; behold your
own image, and converse with conscience in your
private moments. What but conscience is personi-
fied in the “maid, of divine beauty or fiendish
ugliness,” according as the soul that approaches
the Chinvad bridge was good or bad in life?
{Yasht. xxii.)

She, “the well-shapen, strong, and tall-formed
maid, with the dogs at her sides, one who
can distnguisk, and is of kigh wun-
derstanding” (Avesta, Fargard xix.)?
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glass, or the stars through a smeared reflecting lens.
Why? Because the physical senses are adapted only
to the things of a physical world, and religion is a
transcendentalism. Religious truth is not a thing
for physical observation, but one for psychical
intuition. One who has not developed this
psychical power can never know religion as a
fact; he can only accept it as a creed, or paint it
to himself as an emotional sentimentality. Bigotry
is the brand to put upon one; Dilettantism that for
the other. Behind both, and equally challenging
both, stands Scepticism,

Man’s religion, like himself, has its ages. First,
proclamation, propagandism, martyrdom ; second,
conquest, faith ; taird, neglect, stagnation; fourth,
decadence, tenacious formalism ; f£f#%, hypocrisy ;
sixth, compromise; seventkh, decay and extinction.
And, like the human race, no religion passes as a
whole through these stages serzafiz. At this very
day, we see the Australian sunk in the depths of
animalism, the American Red Indian just emerging
from the Stone Age, the European in the full flush
of high material civilization. And so, a glance at
religious history shows us the cropping up of highly
heretical schools and sects in every great religion, of
which each represents some special departure from
primitive orthodoxy, some separate advance along
the road towards the final goal that we have
sketched out. And I also note, as the physician
observes the symptoms of his patient, that history
constantly affords, in the bitter mutual hatreds of
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who, though loaded with degrees, has, by a course
of false history and false science, been made to lose
all faith in anything greater in the universe than a
Haeckel or a Comte, or in any powers in himself
higher than those of procreation, thought or diges-
tion, Call me a Conservative, if you will; I am
conservative to this extent that, until our modern
professors can show me a philosophy that is un-
assailable ; a science that is self-demonstrative, that
is, axiomatic ; a psychology that takes in all psychic
phenomena; a new religion that is all truth and with-
out a flaw, I shall proclaim that which I feel, which
I know to bethe fact,—wiz, that the Rishis knew the
secrets of Nature and of Man, that there is but one
common platform of all religions, and that upon it
ever stood and now stand, in fraternal concord and
amity, the hicrophants and esoteric initiates of the
world’s great faiths. That platform is THEOSOPHY.
May the blessing of its ancient Masters be upon
our poor stricken India !
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significance is buried, to renew it in the hearts of
men and women of all sects and creeds as the vow
and obligation of their lives? Is it an objection
that the Society does not come before the world
with a single, well-devised application of the prin-
ciple? Those who would offer this as an objection
cannot have realized how much more than abstract
assent is implied in the recognition and study of
the principle itself, The conquest of selfishness
and prejudice in all their forms, national, social
sectarian, political, private, is the aim which
grows in every individual mind out of a living
sense of human fraternity. Its applications on the
wider scale of law and co-operation must be sclf-
developed, They are not to be the fanatical im-
pulses of half-educated “world-betterers.” They
will ‘emerge spontaneously and surely from the
unity of spirit and habit acting upon an intelli-
gent and well-informed apprehension of the pro-
blems, and from the subordination of sclf-interest.
Many practical problems which seem insoluble
to individual thinkers can only find their solvent in
an altered disposition of mankind. All religions
seek to effect this change of disposition in the in-
dividual consciousness. But nearly all religious
systems have preferred their specific and distinctive
tenets to their true universal basis and inherent
tendency, and have thus become the most dis-
cordant of influences in the world they would re-
generate. Therefore it is that the Theosophical
Society has no room for propagandists of any
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but the mass of the priesthood are profoundly
ignorant of its first principles.” (/é#d. p. 279.)

1 ask you, men of practical sense, what is the
certain fate of a religion that has descended so low
that its priests are regarded by the Behedin as fit
only to be employed in menial services, such as
bringing things to you from the bazaar, and doing
household jobs of work? Do you suppose that such
a dried corpse will be left long above ground by the
fresh and critical minds you are educating at college?

- Nay, do you not see how they are already treating it;
how they abstain from visiting your temples ; how
sullenly they “make kusti,” and go through their
other daily ceremonies ; how they avoid as much
as possible every attention to the prescribed ordi-
nances ; how they are gathering in clubs to drink
“pegs,” and play cards; how they are defiling
themselves by evil associations, smoking in secret,*
and some even openly, and prating glibly the most
sceptical sophistries they have read in European
books, written by deluded modern theorists?  Yes,
—the cloud gathers over the fire altar, the once
fragrant wood of Truth is wet with the deadly
dews of doubt, a pestilential vapour fills the Atash
Behrdm, and unless some Regenerator be raised up
among you, the name of Zaratusht may, before
many generations, be known only as that of the
Founder of an extinct faith.

In his Preface to the translation of the Vendidad

* No true Parsi smokes, as it is regarded as a profanation of the
sacred symbol Fire,
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every race and land, who were in sympathy with
our mode of research ; and as no such body could
have any permanence unless we should eliminate
the ever obvious causes of disagreement among
men—religious bigotry and social intolerance—we
organised it on the basis of universal brotherhood.
The idea must have been a good one, sinceithas suc-
ceeded. I doubt if any societyof a cognate character
has ever so rapidly increased as ours.  We already
have branches in most parts of the world, and are
fast overspreading India with our organizations,
The branch I shall tomorrow form at Calcutta
will be the twenty-fifth in this country established
since February, 1879, and by the time I reach
Bombay there will be twenty-eight. But I am
getting ahead of my subject: let me turn. During
the three years when I was waiting to come to
India, I had other visits from the Makatmas, and
they were not all Hindus or Cashmeris. I know
some fifteen in all, and among them Copts,
Tibetans, Chinese, Japanese, Siamese, a Hun-
garian, and a Cypriote. But, whatever they are,
however much they may differ externally as to
race, religion and caste, they are in perfect agrec-
ment as to the fundamentals of occult science and
the scientific basis of religion.

The long-wished-for time came at last; our
private affairs were settled, the New York Society
was placed in competent hands ; and my colleague
and I embarked. Many fricnds accompanied us to
the vessel to say good-bye, and their waving hand-
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on all sides, What is needed is that the Vedas
shall be once more restored to their ancient hold
upon the Indian mind. Not that they should be
accepted as a mere dead letter. Not that they
should inspire a merely tacit reverence, but an in-
telligent appreciation of their intrinsic merits. It
must be proven, not simply asserted, that the Vedas
are the fountain and source of all religions, that they
contain the indications of a science that embraces
and explains all sciences. To whom shall we look
for this vindication of their majesty? To whom
but to those who unite in themselves at once the
advantages of modern critical culture and famili-
arity with the Sanskrit literature ; and, most im-
portant of all, the knowledge of the hidden mean-
ing of the Vedic allegory and symbalism? For
the inspired Vedas are offen hidden under the
visible writing, and nestle between the lines; at
least so I have been told by those who profess
to know the truth. It is ignorance of this fact,
and the taking of the Vedas in their dead-letter
sense, that has driven thousands of the brightest
intellects into infidelity. Comparative philology
will not supply us with our interpretation ; it can
only show the dead-letter meaning of the dead-letter
text. An esteemed Fellow of our Society —
Shankar Pandurang Pandit—is doing this literal
translation work at Bombay, while many others
are busily tracing the several streams of Western
ideas back to their parent spring in the Vedas.
But modern India necds to be instructed in the
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‘We are surrounded by it as a sensitive vapour, and
when we meet each other we silently take in our
impression of our mutual congeniality or antipathy.
‘Women have this sense more than men, and many
are the instances where a wife’s prophetic intuition,
unheeded and ridiculed by the husband in the case
of some new acquaintance, has afterwards been
recalled, with regret that it should have been dis-
regarded. Good psychometers can even take from
any fragment of inanimate matter, such as a bit of
an old building, or a shred of an old garment, a
vivid impression of all the scenes of its history.
In its highest manifestation psychometry becomes
true clairvoyance, and, when that soul sight is
indeed opened, the eye within us that never grows
lustreless shows us the arcana of the unseen
universe.

Theosophy shows the student that evolution is a
fact, but that it has not been partial and incomplete,
as Darwin’s theory makes it. As there has beenan
evolution in physical nature, the crown and flower
of which is physical man, so there has been a
parallel evolution in the realm of spirit. The out-
come of this is the psychic or inner man ; and, just
as in this visible nature about us we see myriads of
forms lower than ourselves, so the Theosophist
finds in the Zerra incognita of the physicist—the
realm of the “unknowable”—countless minor
psychical types, with man at the top of the ascend-
ing series. Physicists know of the elements only
in their chemical or dynamic relations and proper-
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There have been true theosophists in every creed;
true seers who have lifted the secret veils of Nature
and penetrated her mysteries, It may astonish
you to hear me say that the most materialist
scientists are theosophists—ay, Professors Huxley
and Tyndall, for instance, who have devoted their
whole lives to the search of truth in Azdden principles,
in physical nature, and served humanity faithfully
and sincerely. This alone would make good my
proposition, even did we not know that mankind
are substantially the same the world over. Have
you ever read the Dabistan—that most instructive
report by Mohsan Fani, the learned Persian of the
seventeenth century, of his observations of the
various holy men who were his contemporaries ?
If not, do so, and you will find quoted the exultant
language of Jcllal-Eddin Rumi, in which he de-
scribes the extinction of all human prejudices and
passions that occurs when the mystic has attained
emancipation. “ O Moslems! what is to be done?
I do not know myself; I am neither Jew, nor
Christian, nor Gheber, nor Moslem ; I am not from
the East nor from the West; nor from land nor
sca; neither from the region of nature nor from
that of heaven; not from Hind nor China; fiot
from Bulgaria nor Irak; nor from the towns of
Khorassan..... I know but him, Yahu!...., What
is the intent of this speech? Say it, O Shams
Tabrizi! The intended meaning is ; 1 an the soul

of the world” The Mobed Peshkir of Patna, we

are told, “attained the knowledge of God and him-
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strong fabric of Asiatic religion. We ask you to
help us to set it up again, not on the shifting and
treacherous sands of blind faith, but upon the rocky
base of truth, and to cement its separate stones
together with the strong cement of Modern Science.
Hinduism proper /s nothing whalever to fear from
the researches of Science. Whatever of falsehood
may have come down to you from previous gencra-
tions we may well dispense with, and when the time
comes for us to sec through our present maya
(illusions), we will cheerfully do so. “The world
was not made in a day;” and we are not such
ignorant enthusiasts as to dream that in a day, or
a year, or a generation, long established errors can
be detected and done away with, Let us but
always desire to know the truth, and hold ourselves
ready to speak for it, act for it, die for it, if necessary,
when we may discover it. People ask us what is
our religion, and how it is possible for us to be on
equal terms of friendliness with people of such an-
tagonistic faiths. I answer that what may be our
personal preference among the world’s religions
has nothing to do with the general question of
Theosophy. We are advocating Theosophy, as the
only method by which one may discover that
Lternal Something, not asking people of another
creed than ours to take our creed and throw aside
their own. We two Founders profess a religion of
tolerance, charity, kindness, altruism, or love of one’s
fellows ; a religion that does not try to discover all
that is bad in our neighbour’s creed, but all that is
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often recoil from the polished shield of truth and
wound the one who hurled them. If I frankly
include myself in the former category, I should be
acquitted of egotism, and so I do. My Cause is
far greater than my ability to serve it effectively,
and none knows so well as I how much and often
this sacred cause may-have been injured by the
errors I have myself committed. It is not a ques-
tion to be considered whether my motives have
been good ; for results are the current coin in the
exchequer of moral justice. The Christian hell, the
proverb says, is paved with good intentions; a
Christian sect has adopted the motto Finis coronat
opus—ihe end justifies the means—and made it the
pretext for nameless and numberless crimes against
humanity. As regards the moral accountability of
the individual, the question is whether he has done
all he could with the means at his disposal to
realize a worthy ideal. If Theosophy has suffered
from my blunders, who profess to be among its
most earnest advocates, its mouth-piece, so has the
progress of our Society suffered through the inex-
cusable heedlessness of our associated fellows and
members in holding such extravagant views of the
Founders, and expecting them to be above the
weaknesses of mortality. This T have touched upon
already, but T revert to it from a desire to press
home the thought that a would-be friend may con-
vert himself into a dangerous enemy by setting up
the illusions of his own fancy, and then growing
indifferent, if not hostile, when the glamour passes
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Christendom. Those who have seen the Western
journal and periodical literature during the past
four or five years, must have been struck with the
apparently sudden growth of a deep interest in
such matters. They will also have noticed the in-
creased number of books published on Oriental sub-
jects. How much of that activityis traceable directly
and indirectly to the Theosophical Society, we, only,
know who have been in the thick of the fighting.

We have been asked, scores of times, why our
Society has established as yet no periodical, nor
issued any volumes of Reports, Ouranswer is thata
wider activity could be achieved by utilizing presses
already established. We have thus reached mil-
lions of readers, where, through any special organ
of our own, we might only have caught the eye and
provoked the thought of a few thousands. How
many in India, think you, have read about the visit
of our Committee and its objects ? and how many
would have done so if we had depended upon a
journal of our own? Papers in English and the
several vernacular tongues have been sent us, and
letters from the extreme North and the extreme
South have come to us, from those who have an
interest in our work. It has been remarked at the
‘West that no Society has, within so short a time,
been talked about in so many different countries
as ours. We gratefully accept the fact as proof
that we are welcomed to a standing-room in the
arena of the century.

And now what is the Theosophical Society, and
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formed, and in the same degree as the light of in-
telligence comes into its eyes, the same light
diminishes in the eyes of the musing philosopher.
The synthetic man, who but just now was building
air-castles with walls and foundations of words, has
divided into two parts, and the supreme intellectual
activity, as well as the supreme consciousness of
selfhood, is transferred to that part which is now
outside the skin that was the philosopher’s wltima
thule but just now. Can we not imagine what this
new-born self would say to the heavier body before
it? Let it speak—* Here I am, and there you are,
O man! I am ggo—self; you a machine. You
were my prison and jailer ; but see, I have escaped.
Henceforth I leave you, I enter you, at will. You
cannot detain me, you cannot ignore me, you skall
not silence me. 1 am the conscious entity, you a
vegetating mechanism of bones, and flesh and
nerves, How now about your emotions and will,
your grey-matter vesicles and your white-fibre
telegraph lines? Come, philosopher, rouse your-
self and debate with me. 1 would have you teach
me psychology. You write learnedly about sub-
ject and object. You have cleverly told your
readers that you cannot frame any psychological
conception without looking at internal co-existences
and sequences in their adjustments to external co-
existences and sequences (0. ¢iz, i. p. 133): now
here we are—you there with your thinking machi-
nery inside, and I here, with my intellectual powers
outside, the physical Mr. Spencer. Come, since
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—immensity. And so also, far down the ascend-
ing plane of thought that leads from earth
towards the Infinite, the philosophic Buddhist
descries, at different plateaux, the heavens and
hells, the gods and demons, of the materialist
creed-builders.

‘What are the lessons to be derived from the life
and teachings of this heroic prince of Kapilavastu?
Lessons of gratitude and benevolence ; lessons of
tolerance for the clashing opinions of men who live,
move, and have their being, think and aspire, only
in a material world. Lessons of a common
tic of brotherhood among all men; lessons of
manly self-reliance, of an cquanimous breasting of
whatsoever of good or ill may happen. Lessons of
the meanness of the rewards, the pettiness of the
misfortunes, of a shifting world of illusions. Lessons
of the necessity for avoiding every species of evil
thought, word, and deed, of doing, speaking,
and thinking cverything that is good; and of
bringing the mind into subjection, so that these
may be accomplished without selfish motive or
vanity. Lessons of self-purification and com-
munion, by which the illusoriness of externals and
the value of internals are understood.

Well might St. Hilaire burst into the panegyric
that Buddha “is the perfect model of all the virtues
he preaches: his life has not a stain upon
it.” © Well might the sober critic, Max Miiller, pro-
nounce his moral code “one of the most perfect
which the world has ever known.” No wonder
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death-fiend flees away hellwards, pursued by the
fiend - smiting spell: ¢Perish thou, O Drug!
never more to give over to Death the living world
of the good spirit!’” It may be that there is a
more valid reason for the use of Nirang, but I
have not yet discovered it. That an occult pro-
perty 7s imparted to the fluid by the ceremonial is
clear ; since, if it be exposed to certain influences
not in themselves putrefactive, it will speedily be-
come putrid ; while, on the other hand, it may be
kept for years in a fresh condition without the
admixture of antiseptic substances, and notwith-
standing its occasional exposure to the air, if
certain ceremonial rules be followed. (Of course
I have this from Parsi friends, and not from my
own observation: I would not express an un-
qualified opinion before investigating the subject.)
I recommend some Parsi chemist to analyse speci-
mens of different ages, especially to determine the
relative qualities of nitrogenous constituents.
When Professor Monjer Williams vents his
Oxonian scorn upon the ceremonies of the Parsis, he
only provokes the smile of such as have
looked deeper than he into the meaning of ancient
symbolism. “Here and there)” says he, “lofty
conceptions of the Deity, deep philosophical
thoughts, and a pure morality, are discoverable In
the Awesta, like green spots in the desert; but they
are more than neutvalised by the silly puerilities and
degrading superstitious ideas which crop up as
plentifully in its pages as thorns and thistles in a
Y
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Daius Hystaspes. A Persian
monarch, supposed to be the
contemporary of Zoroaster.

Dastur. A Kigh priest of the
Zoraastrians,

Dasur Darab, One of the
‘most distinguished of the Indian
Parsi priests (see Darab).

Derbent, A province in the
Caucasian Viceroyalty of Russia.

“Dervishes of Arabia. A sectof
Mohammedan ascetics and mys-
tics,

Desatir. An ancient mystical
seripture of the Pars{ religion.

Devackan (pronounced Deva-
Hidn). The conscious after life,

Devas. _Gods.

Devis. FromtheSanskrit word
Di, toshine: the Bright Ones

—Elemental _Spirits, ~ Fairics,
Sylphs, Dryads, &c.

Dhamma.  Religions  law
(pazi).

Dharana. Holding a subject

in mind steadfastly.

Dhavalagivi, Mownt, One of
the important peaks of the Hima-
layas.

"Diyana, ot Dhyan. Abstract
contem lation,

hs-Nagu. The personifi-
coltonin Fomenianortof o
lignant current of boreal mag-
netism.

Durbar. Thestatereceptionor
* drawing-room ” of an Indian
Prince or magnate.

Dregitas, Dualists; thosewho
believe in the distinetness of the
human spirit and the universal
spirit.

Eutychins, Apriestand archi-
‘mandrite at Constantinople, who
wrote on Zoroastrianism,

Fargard. Achapterof a book.
Fetish. An abject of supers
tions adoration ; as, for instance,

GLOSSARY.

an ugly image, or stock, among
igmorant African tribes.

Framfi Cowasji Hall. One of
the largest public buildings in
Bombay.

Frénasu. Thedemonof death,
mentioned in the Vendidad, &
sacred book of the Parsis.

Géhamblirs, The five days at
the end of the Pansi year, ‘also
other days of feasting in different
seasons,

Ganesha, “The Hindu god of
learning.

Ganges. The most sacredriver
of India.

Gathas. Portions of the Budd-
hist Scriptures,

Gautama Buddha, One ofthe
names by which the Founder of
Buddhism js known.

Ghee, Clarified butter.

“ Gita,"or Bhagavadzits, An
episode of the Mahabharata, o
sacred book of the Brahmans,

Gjavidin Chrad  (literally,
eternal wisdom). Name of ‘a
book of that description,

Gobi, Desert of. The same as
Shamo, g.v.

Gopis,. Milk maids, with whom
the god Kuishna is represented
in the Hinda mythology to have
been in love. The fable is in-
terpreted to mean the correla-
tion of force {spirit) and matter.

Gossain, A Vaishnava priest,

Gontama, or Gautama.  (See
Ganutama Buddia.)

Gupha, A cave of subter-
ranean resort of a Vogi, for medi-
tation and psychic development.

Guru. Spiriteal preceptor.

Guerse-asiers (vide Zursmasters),

Gustaspo.  Supposed to be
identical with Darius Hystaspes.

Haf, The greatest among
the mystical poets of Persia,
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matches that of the Furopean psychologists, they
have again sub-divided these three groups into
sub-sections. But there is this inestimable advan-
tage on their side, that they prove their proposi-
tions experimentally. When they talk of a
“double,” or Mayavi Rupa, or Sukshma Sharira,
they produce the thing itself: they show themselves
to you in their doubles. They will leave their
physical bodies (Sthul Sharira) in samadii, a state
of lethargy, at some distant place, force the
“double ” out through its pores, and to that trans-
ferring their consciousness, with all its train of in-
tellectual and intuitional cognitions and feelings,
visit and make themselves visible to you. Fancy
Professor Bain, or Mr. Mill, or Mr. Spencer, under-
taking to argue on Psychology with a man in the
Mayavi Rupa! Where would be then all their
“quips and quilibets,” their hard Greek and Latin
terms, their speculative hypotheses? Until that
moment, they would have thought themselves
authorities, but now the spectres of their books
would rise before them only in reproach. Their
antecedent mental state, as contrasted with their
present one, might be likened to that of a philo-
sopher who had speculated upon the possibility of
aérolites, but of a sudden had been hit hard by a
fragment of one tumbling on him from the sky.
Or we may take an example even more extreme.
Let us suppose that great man and thinker, Mr.
Spencer, sitting inhis arm-chair at duskinhis library.
He has been writing the seventeenth chapter of
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“But how can all these exist together in one com-
bination ? is a man like a nest of boxes or baskets
fitted into each other, or do you mean to advance
the scientific absurdity that two things can simulta-
neously occupy the same space?” This is a side
question provoked by the main one, but we must
dispose of it first. I will say, then, that, as the
thing has been explained to me, each of these
several sets of atoms which compose the seven
parts of man, occupy the interstitial spaces between
the next coarser set of atoms. The more ethereal
elements in man are focalized as to their several
energies in what the Hindus call the Shadachak-
rams, or the six centres of vital force, crowned
by Sahasralam, in which is located the higher
consciousness. This supreme point is in the crown
of the head: the others are located at the spleen,
the umbilicus, the heart, the root of the throat,
and the centre of the frontal sinus. The atoms
of the Buddii would then pervade the interstices
of the Manas; those of the Manas those of the
Kamarupa ; those of the latter those of the fiva ;
and those of the Jiva hose of the Sthulasarira
And, as each coarser principle contains the particles
of all the finer principles therefore the Sthulasariva
may be called the gross casket within which the
several parts of the composite man are contained,
Pervading and energizing all is the Atmd, or that
incomprehensible final energy which cannot be
comprehended by the physical senses, and which is
described to himself by the Brahman, in the Man-
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distance, and animated by the full consciousnecss
of the man., We have two means of proving
this—(1) in the concurrent testimony of eye-wit-
nesses as recorded in the literature of different
races; and (2) in the evidence of living witnesses.
In the Hindu religious and philosophical works
there are many such testimonies. Not to men-
tion others, we may cite the famous case of
Sankaracharya, who entranced his body, left it in
the custody of his disciples, entered the body of a
Rajah just deceased, and lived in it for a number
of weeks; and that of Agastya, who appeared in
the heat of the battle between Rama and Ravana,
while his body was entranced in the Neilgherries.
This story is given in the Ramayana. In Patan-
jali's Yoga Sutras this phenomenon is affirmed to
be within'the power of every Siddha who perfects
himself in Yoga. As to living witnesses, I am one
myself, for I have seen the doubles of several men
acting intelligently at great distances from their
bodies, and in this pamphiet that I hold in my hand,*
will be found the certificates of no less than nine
reputable persons—five Hindus and four Euro-
peans—that they have seen such appearances, on
various occasions, within the past two years. And
then we have scores of similar attestations from
credible persons living in different parts of the
world, which are to be read in many European
books treating upon these subjects. I do not pre-
tend to say that a sceptical public can be expected

*  Hints on Esoteric Theosophy.” By a Member of the Theoso-
phical Socicty.
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rise above their castes and every other reactionary
influence, and give good example as well as good
advice. Useless to gather into Samajes, and talk
prettily of reform. Not of such stuff are the
saviours of nations made.” Did you hear me putting
ourselves up as the would-be leaders of Hindu re-
generation, as exemplars of virtue or patterns
of wisdom? No, a thousand times no: I said
our chief and sole desire was to help India and her
people, “in any way practicable, however humble,
without meddling with politics, into which, as
foreigners, we “had neither the right nor inclina-
tion to intrude.” With the cry of one who sees
danger hovering over those he sympathises
with, and would have them make an effort to
save themselves, I said :—* Here is material for a
new school of Aryan philosophy which only waits
the moulding hand of a master. We cannot yet
hear his approaching footsteps, but he will come ; as
the man always does come when the hour of destiny
strikes, He will come, not as a disturber of the
peace, but as the expounder of principles, the in-
structor in philosophy. He will encourage study,
not inflame passion. He will scatter blessings, not
sorrow. So Zotroaster came, so Gautama, so Con-
fucius. O for a Hindu, great enough in soul, wise
enough in mind, sublime enough in courage, to pre-
pare the way for the coming of this needed Re-
generator! O for one Indian of so grand a mould
that his appeals to his countrymen would fire every
heart with a noble emulation to revive the glories
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room have imparted. Tears have ceased to flow
from myriad eyes when the dead are laid away out
of sight, and broken ties of love and friendship are
no longer regarded by these believers as snapped
for ever. The tempest no longer affrights as it
did, and the terrors of battle and pestilence have
lost their greatest power for the modern Spiritualist.
The supposed intercourse with the dead and their
messages have sapped the infallible authority of
dogmatic theology. The Spiritualist, with the eye
of his new faith, now sees the dim outlines of a
summer land where we live and are occupied much
as upon earth. The tomb, instcad of seeming the
mouth of a void of darkness, has come to lock
merely like a sombre gateway to a country of sun-
light brightness and never-ending progression
towards the crowning state of perfectibility. Nay,
so definite have become the fancy pictures of this
summer land, one constantly reads of baby-children,
growing in spirit life to be adults ; of colleges and
academies for mortal guidance, presided over by
the world’s departed sages; and even of nuptial
unions between living men or women and the
denizens of the spirit world! A case in point is
that of the Rev. Thomas Lake Harris, founder of
the socialist community on Lake Erie, who de-
clares himself duly married to a female spirit,
and that a child has blessed their union! Another
case is that of the marriage of two spirits in pres-
ence of mortal witnesses, by a living clergyman,
which was reported last year in the Spiritualist
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horse. By the Jewish sect of the Pharisees, whose
great teacher was Hillel, the whole angelology and
symbolism of the Zoroastrians were accepted, and
infused into Jewish thought; and their Hebrew
Kabala, or secret book of Occult Wisdom, was the
offspring of the Chaldean Kabala. This deathless
work is the receptacle of all the ancient lore of
Chaldea, Persia, Media, Bactria, and the pre-Iran-
ian period. The name by which its students in
the secret lodges of the Jewish Pharisees (or Phat-
sis) were known was Kabirim—from Kabeiri, the
Mystery Gods of Assyria. Zoroastrianism and
Magianism proper were, then, the chief source both
of esoteric Judaism and of esoteric Christianity.
But not only has this subtle spirit left the latter re-
ligion, under the pressure of worldliness and scepti-
cal inquiry: it also long ago left Judaism. The
modern Hebrews are not Kabalists but Talmudists,
holding to the later interpretations of the Mosaic
canon : only here and there can we now find a
rcal Kabalist, who knows what is the true religion
of his people and whence it was derived.

The real history of Zoroaster and his religion has
never been written. The Parsis have lost the key,
as the Jews and Christians have lost that of their
respective faiths, and as I find the Southern Bud-
dhists have lost that of theirs. Nof to the living
pandits or priests of either of those religions can
the laity look for light. They can only quote the
opinions of ancient Greek and Roman, or modern
German, French or English writers. This very day
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_—

THIRTEEN years ago, one of the most eminent
of modern American jurists — Chief Justice
Edmonds, of the Supreme Court of New York—
declared in a London magazine that there were
then at least ten millions of Spiritualists in the
United States. No man was so well qualified
at that time to express an opinion upon this
subject, for mot only was he in correspondence
with persons in all parts of the country, but
the noble virtue of the man, as well as his
learning, his judicial impartiality and conservatism,
made him a most competent and convincing
witness. And another authority, a publicist of
equally unblemished private and public reputation
—the Hon. Robert Dale Owen—while endorsing
Judge Edmonds’s estimate, adds + that there are at
least an equal number in the rest of Christendom.
To avoid chance of exaggeration, he, however,
deducts one-fourth from both calculations, and (in
1874) writes the sum-total of so-called Spitit-
ualists at fifteen millions. But whatever the aggr\e-‘

* A Lecture delivered at the Rooms of the United Service Institu-
tion of India, Simla, 7th October, 18%.

+ The Debatable Land between thss World and the Next, London,
1874, p- 174
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THE thoughtful student, in scanning the religious
history of the human race, has one fact continually
forced upon his notice, iz, that there is an invari-
able tendency to deify whomsoever shows himself
superior to the weakness of cur common humanity.
Lock where we will, we find the saint-like man
exalted into a divine personage and worshipped
as a god. Though perhaps misunderstood, re-
viled and even persecuted while living, the apothe-
osis is almost sure to come after death; and the
victim of yesterday’s mob, raised to the state of an
intercessor in heaven, is besought with prayers and
tears, and placatory penances, to mediate with God
for the pardon of human sin. This is a mean and
vile trait of human nature,—the proof of ignorance,
selfishness, brutal cowardice and superstitious
materialism. It shows the base instinct to put
down and destroy whatever or whoever makes men
feel their own imperfections ; with the alternative
of ignoring and denying these very imperfections

* A Lecture delivered at the Kandy Town Hall, Ceylon, 11th
June, 1880.
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conviction that the phenomena could not be attri-
buted to any other agency than that of the departed
ones, I could not understand how the intelligence
behind the manifestations could be otherwise ac-
counted for, especially that shown in such cases as
I have mentioned, where the facts related were un-
known to any one at the seance, and only verified
long afterwards in distant countries. But until
meeting Madame Blavatsky at the Eddys’, I had not
even heard of Asiatic Occultism as a science. The
tales of travellers and the stories of the Arabian
Nights I set down to fanciful exaggeration, and all
that was printed about Indian jugglers, and the
powers of ascetics, seemed but accounts of success-
ful prestidigitations. I now look back to that
meeting as the most fortunate event of my life ; for
it made light shine in all the dark places, and sent
me out on a mission to help to revive Aryan Occult
science, which grows more absorbingly interesting
every day. It is my happiness to not only help to
enlarge the boundaries of Western scicnce by show-
ing where the secrets of nature and of man may be
experimentally studied, and to give Anglo-Indians
a greater respect for the subject nation they rule
over, but also to aid in kindling in the bosoms of
Indian youths a due reverence for their glorious
ancestry, and a desire to imitate them in their noble
achievements in science and philosophy. This, my
friends, is the sole cause of our coming to India;
this explains our affectionate relations with the
people, our respect for their real Yogis. Each of
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invited to look at the moon and planets through
my glass, which he pertinaciously refuses to do.
Why are you nothere? What shouts of laughter
we should have at this glorious folly, and to hear
the philosopher at Pisa labouring before the Grand
Duke with logical arguments as if, with magic in-
cantations, to draw the new planets out of the
sky!” Dr. James Esdaile, from the Preface to
whose work on Natural and Mesmeric Clairvoyance,
I copy this quotation, is the Residency Surgeon,
who (under the patronage of Lord Dalhousie, then
Governor-General of India), established a Mesmeric
Hospital here at Calcutta, in 1846, at which
were performed painlessly some hundreds of sur-
gical operations upon mesmerised patients. His
noble devotion tc truth and purely philanthropic
labours provoked the enmity and spite of his profes-
sional colleagues. They behaved towards him with
the same vindictive malice as some editors,
preachers, and laymen have shown to the Theoso-
phical Society. But he kept onwith his work, despite
all obstacles,until the use of mesmeric anesthesia was
superseded by the application of chloroform to
surgery. Dr. Esdaile lived down opposition, and
was enabled to say in 1852, as the result of per-
sonal experience, that “like the camomile plant,
Mesmerism only flourishes the more for being
trodden upon.” Theosophy seems to enjoy the
same vital elasticity, for we have just seen that
the unceasing ardent opposition of the missionaries
from my own’country,instead of crushing it (as their
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If Mr. Herbert Spencer is right, true religion is
not the solution of a problem, but the statement
and elevation of the problem itself as inscrutable*
And herein he finds the reconciliation of science
and religion. Science and philosophy proclaim the
relativity of all positive knowledge; but in that
very statement they affirm the existence of the
Absolute, and concede to religion divested of all
particularity and definiteness an appropriate and
inexpugnable sphere, Although we can say no-
thing of the Reality transcending phenomenal exist-
ence, save only that it Zs, yet “in this assertion of 2
reality utterly inscrutable in nature, Religion finds
an assertion essentially coinciding with her own.
And this consciousness of an Incomprehen-
sible Power, called Omnipresent from inability
to assign its limits, is just that consciousness on
which religion dwells.” t

The result at which this distinguished philoso-
pher has arrived, as regards the intellectual possi-
bilities of religion, may thus be expressed in a
single sentence.  The foundation is sound, but any
superstructure that can conceivably be reared upon
it must be wholly without warrant. To none can
be conceded even a provisional validity, for the
ultimate good of religious thought is not a developed
consciousness of the unseen, but the recognition of
a perfectly abstract mystery.”t For human in-

* First Principles—Part I. : * The Unknowable.”

+ Op cit., p. 45

4 ““Theough all its successive phases the disappearance of those
positive dogmas by which the mystery was made unmysterious,
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playthings, and do wonders that would take the con-
ceit out of even a modern philosopher, He can walk
upon water, without even wetting the soles of his
feet ; or, sitting in dhyan, can, by inward concentra-
tion, so change the magnetic polarity of his body
that it will rise from the ground and be self-sus-
pended in the air. Or, if he throws himself into
the fourth and deepest state of abstraction, he
will then have so withdrawn the life-principle from
the outer to the inner surfaces of the body, that
you may tie him in a sack and bury him under-
ground for weeks together, and when dug up and
rubbed and handled in a certain way, he will
revive to perfect consciousness. Your distin-
guished and honoured countryman, Dr. Rajend-
ralala Mittra, tells me that when a boy, he
saw the Sadku (ascetic), whom some wood-choppers
found in the Sunderbunds jungle, and brought up
to Caleutta. He was found sitting, like a stiffened
corpse, with his legs twisted through the roots of a
tree. At Calcutta he unhappily fell into the hands
of two fools, whose tipsy folly—as I am told, though
I speak under correction—made them practically
his murderers. Not able to arouse him by shout-
ing, pushing, and beating, they put fire into his
hand, and plunged him into deep water in the
Ganges with a rope about his neck, as though he
were a ship’s anchor, and twice kept him there
all night. They pried his tetanous jaws apart,
put beef into his mouth, and poured brandy
down his threat. Finally to prove their own
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(4) The Kamarupae (will, desire), resulting as
the “ Double "—Mayavirupa ;

(5.) The Physical Intelligence (or Animal Soul)
—Manas ;

(6.) The Spiritual Inteltigence— Buddhi ;

(7.) The Divine Spirit—Atma.

And so minute is their analysis, each of these prin-
ciples is subdivided intoseven sub-groups. Generally
speaking, the first, fourth, and seventh principles

" mark the boundaries of the tripartite or trinitarian
man. And the fourth, which just comes mid-way be-
tween the gross body (Sthulasarira) and the Atma,or
divine and eternal principle, is this middle nature
of which we have been inscarch. Nowthenextques-
tion to be asked us is whetherthisfourth principle,re-
sulting as Mapavirupe, or the human “ double,” is
intelligent or non-intelligent, matter orspirit; and the
next, whether its existence can be scientifically ac-
counted for and proved. We will take them in order.
In itself the living man’s double is either a vapour, a
mist, or a solid form, according to its relative state
of condensation. Given outside the body one set of
atmospheric, electric, magnetic, telluric, and other
conditions, this form may be invisible, yet capable
of making sounds, or manifesting other signs
of its presence; given another set of conditions,
it may be visible, but as a misty vapour; given
a third set, it may be condensed into per-
fect visibility, and even tangibility. Volumes
upon volumes might be filled with bare para-
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to take this mass of evidence, conclusive as it may
be, without reserve; the alleged phenomenon so
surpasses ordinary human experience that to believe
its reality each one must see for himself. I, how-
ever, do affirm that we have here a prima facia case
of probable verity made out ; for, under the strictest
canons of scientific orthodoxy, we cannot suspect
a conspiracy to exist among so many individual
witnesses, who never saw or heard of each other,
who, in fact, did not even live in the same generation,
but whose testimonies are yet mutually corrobora-
tive,

But if we have a case of probable truth, the man
of science will ask us what we next demand of him.
Do we allege a natural and scientific, or a super-
natural, hence unscientific, explanation for the pro-
jection of the double of the living, and the appari-
tion of that of the deceased man? I answer, most
assuredly, the former. I am devotee enough of
science to deny, with all the emphasis I can give
to words, the fact that a miraculous phenomenon
ever took place, in this or any age. Whatever
has occurred must have taken place within the
operation of natural law. To suppose otherwise
would be equivalent to saying that there is no
permanency in the laws of the universe, that
they can be set aside and played with at the caprice
of an irresponsible and meddlesome Power. We
should be in a universe going by jerks, started and
stopped like a clock that a child is playing with
This supernaturalism is the curse of all creeds, it
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Hindu Gods, Siva and Krishna, with their Parvatis,
Radhas, and Gopis.  Around the head of each is
the same aureole. These are not sketched after the
conceptions of some modern artist ; they represent
the popular idea of hundreds and thousands of
years ago. And now I show you a similar picture,
by a Christian artist, of a Christian saint—where the
same glory, and of a transcendent brightness, is de-
picted. In Buddhist temples the image of the recum-
bent Buddha lying in the divine ecstasis, has a flam-
ing aureole of this kind about the head and body ;
the lines of colour not standing out like spikes, but
wavy, like the coruscating splendours of the auroras
of the North and South Poles. In the Bactrian
rock-cut image of Zoroaster, which is assumed to
give, perhaps, the nearest idea of a personal like-
ness of that splendid seer, the same idea of a glory
about the head is carried out®

Now whence did the Hindu, the Buddhist, the
Parsi, and the Christian, get this impression that the
head of a spiritual leader must radiate lights?
Shall I surprise you when I say that we may find
the answer in this book of Reichenbach?  Look
at this illustration. This figure B represents the
actual luminous appearance of the human head, as
scen by one of a class of persons of acute nervous
sensitiveness with whose help the author made his

* Later a Buddhist monk presented me with a very curious small

silver figure of Lord Buddha in the erect position, with the aureole re-

- presented as surrounding him from head to foot.  And with it is,

moreover, an identical duplicate, which reptesents the projected
Double or Phantasm of that grreat teacher,
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to God and his government? The Society, I have
already told you, is no Propaganda, formed to dis-
seminate fixed dogmas ; therefore, as a society, it
has no creed to offer for the world’s acceptance.
It recognises the great philosophical principle that
while there is but one Absolute Truth, the differ-
ences among men only mark their respective appre-
hensions of that Truth. It is not for me to say to
you what this Absolute Truth is. If I were cap-
able of doing so, then (for the first time since the
world began) there would have appeared an infal-
lible, omniscient human mind upon earth. There
is no educated sectarian so bigoted that when you
calmly discuss with him the bases of his faith, he
will not admit that its Founder was not equal to
his one Supreme God in omniscience and other
attributes. The Parsi will not claim it for Zoroas-
ter, the Buddhist for Sakya-Muni, the Jain for
Parasnatha, the Jew for Moses, the Mohammedan
for the Prophet of Islam, nor the Hindu for any of
the Rishis, who
# Above all fleshly, worldly feelings soared.”

Revere his spiritual intermediator and teacher as
either of these may, he will only claim that, in his
opinion, more of this Absolute Truth flowed from
Heaven to Earth through this particular channel,
this minor god, if you will, than through any other.
And to settle these disputes, all the spilt blood of
religious wars has been shed. Then why should
we accord to these Christian missionaries who
have so maligned us to you, that which we refuse to
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———
THE PAST.

WHEN we look over the accounts that have been
written within our own modem historical period
about the migrations of peoples, the rise and fall of
empires, the characters of great men, the relative
progress of science, of the arts, of literature, of phil-
osophy, and religion; and when we see how the
positive assertions of one writer are denied point-
blank by another, and then the facts of both proved
false by a third who comes after them, is it too much
to say that history is, for the most part, a system of
bold lying and ignorant mis-statement? I think not.
And I am quite sure that out of all the historians
who have appeared during this epoch that I have
mentioned, hardly one can be acquitted, or will be
acquitted by posterity, of incompetence or of some-
thing worse. Of all the untrustworthy historians,
the worst is he who writes in the interest of some
one religion against the religions of others. It
would seem as though, no matter what his creed,
he considered it a pious duty to lie as much as

* A Lecture delivered at Amitsar, 2gth October, 1880,
R
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India. The flower of Aryan youth are turning
materialists under the influence of European educa-
tion. Hope—the bright angel that gives joy dnd
courage to the human intellect—is dying out; they
have no longer hope in the hereafter, nor in the
splendid possibilities of the present. And with-
out hope, how can there be that cheerful resigna-
tion under evils that begets perseverance and
pluck? We have the authority of Sir Richard
Temple, late Governor of Bombay, for saying
that “modern education is shaking the Hindu
faith to its very foundation.” These are the
very words he uttered not long ago, in a speech at
the University of Oxford, the pamphlet report of
which I now hold in my hand. And he mentions
as chief among the effects of that change, the for-
mation of the three great “religious sects ” of the
Brahmo Samaj, the Prarthana Samaj, and—most
absurdly—the Theosophical Society, which never
was, or pretended to be, a sect! The Arya
Samaj he does not so much as mention, though
the President of the Bombay branch—Rao Ba-
hadur Gopalrao Hurree Deshmukh—is a member
of the Bombay Governor’s Council, and the forty
or fifty branch Samajes, already founded by Daya-
nand Swami, include, perhaps, as many registered
or affiliated members as the other three societies
together. Sir Richard Temple tells the English
people that now is the time for them to send out
more missionaries, as young India is ready to turn
Christian as it were in a mass+ Now I believe this
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seen examples of some of those psycho-physiologi-
cal phenomena. Not to dwell upon others,* T will
mention but a single case—that of an American girl
of ten years old, the daughter of a friend of mine,
This charming little child would, in her waking state,
read any book, print or writing, I heldagainst theback
of her head. The faculty, which she accidentally
discovered, left her after a couple of years, without
apparent cause. Now, if Nature thus spontaneously
offers us examples of the higher mesmeric and
other psychic phenomena, their possibility is &y
Nature herself proven. The only remaining question
is whether the ¥gg7 or other mystic can, by intense
concentration of his will upon a certain centre of
vital activity, voluntarily excite an identical condi-~
tion. And that he can, I know to a certainty.

I have spoken of Baron von Reichenbach’s mas-
terly work: here itis. T affirm that this record of
five years' experiments of an Austrian chemist of
the first eminence contains in itself a master-key
to Aryan psychological phenomena. That Reich-
enbach probably never read a single Sastre, or
gave himself one moment's concern about Patan-
Jali, does not in the least detract from the value of
his researches, You see the silvery nimbus or
sloud about the head of the Yogi in Sabhapathy
Swami’s book, and here I show you pictures of the

*+ A year later, upon revisiting Calcutta, I had the good fortune
to witness a striking case of the kind. A young Hindu married
lady, suffering from hysteriz, was able to read books and distinguish
colours when held to her finger-tips, the little toe and the elbow, and
to hear at the umbilicus.
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Lingasarira. ‘The donble or |
astral body.

Lokothra. Psychic powers ac-
companying spiritual develop-
ment.

Lotak. A brass goblet.

Zuzman Sen, Thelast Hindn
king of Bengal.

Mag, Aword used by the pro-
phet Jeremiah to designate a
Babylonian Initiate.

Maghistom. Once the title of
Zoroaster’s highest  disciple,
synonym of wisdom.

Magi. Fire - worshippers 3
really the great magicians or
wisdom-philosophers of old,

Magian.  Pertaiving to the
Magi or Adepts of ancient India,

Magianism. * Fire-worship;”
really wisdom-zeligion.

Magus, A sage, so-called in
ancient Persia.

Maharajah. The greatking ;
also a title of honour.

Makatma {literally, “a great
soul 7). An adept in Qccultism.

Makimnastava, A hymn of
praise,

Makomet, ox Mohammed. The
founder of Islam,

“Manas. The mind, the person-
ality, the intellect.
. Mandsekyo Upanishad. Oneof
the ten principal Upanishads, or
e/rose supplements of the metrical

edas, the most sacred book of
the Bralinans.

Maneths, dynasties of. s~
tory of Egyptian kings according
to  Manetho, high priest of
Heliopolis,

Mantra, _Incantation.

Manu. The great Hindu law-
giver (see Menss).

Maricki, One of the seven
great sages of India.

Matham. Temple.

Mdye. Xlusion which pro-

3n

duces the diverse manifestations
of the one Reality.

Maya Sabha. The palace of
the Pandavas, huilt by Maya.

Mayavirupa. The © Double,”
¢ doppelginger '—* perisprit,”

Mazdigansan.  Zotonstrian ;
Iiterally, worshipping God.

Medzan Magi. The adepts of
Occalt Science smong the anci-
ent Medes, They were ac-
quainted with the secret doctrine
tanght in the Kabala,

Media, Greek name for a part
of Persia,

Menn, The great Tndian legis-
Iator ; the alleged author of the
national code of laws{see Marmu).

Midiyarim, The period dur-
ing which animal life was evol-
ved ; so-called in Zoroastrianism.

Midyuseram. In the sacred
books of the Parsis a period
of evolation, during which the
heavenly canopy is said to have
been formed.

Mid-yirshdn, In the Parsi
religion’ the period of evolution
during whichclouds were formed.

Mobed. TheZoroastrian priest.

Mog. A Persian word, from
which Magus, a true priest, is
derived.

Mogbed. A bigh pricst of the
Parsis, or fire-worshippers.

Mogh Nuadhat. A name for
Zoroaster in an Irish MS.

Moksan Fani, The authorof a
Persian work called **Dabistan,”
written about two centuries

ago.

S totsha. Emancipation from
conditioned existence.

Moslem. Poetical abbreviated
form of Mussulman ; a follower
of Mohammed.

Mudtdtma literally, a liberated
spirit), Theindividualityinman,
when it has escaped from the
bonds of illusion,
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eating or drinking vessel, or the mat or clothing
of a Brahmin by one of another caste, of inferior
psychic development, or the stepping of such a
person upon the ground, within a certain prescribed
distance from the sacrificial spot, bear upon this
question, In this same plate of Reichen-
bach’s, the figure F represents the aura, streaming
from the points of the human hand. Every
human being has such an aura, and the aura
is peculiar to himself or herself, as to quality
and volume. Now the aura of a Brahmin of the
ancient times was purified and intensified by a
peculiar course of religious training—let us say
psychic training ; and if it should be mixed with
the aura of a less pure, less spiritualized person, its
strength would of necessity be lessened, its quality
adulterated. Reichenbach tells us that the Odic
emanation is conductible by metals, more slowly
than electricity, but more rapidly than heat, and that
pottery and other clay vessels absorb and retain it
for a long while. Heat he found to enormously
increase quantitatively the flow of Odyle through a
metal conductor. The Brahmin, then, in submit-
ting his odylically-tainted metallic vessel to the firc,
is but experimentally carrying out the theory
of Reichenbach. I will not, however, enlarge
upon a branch of my subject which might well be
made the theme of a series of lectures, The
gathering obscurity of the twilight warns me to be
as brief as thebreadth of our theme and its novelty to
you permit, as also does the fear that I may have
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life, is it not? Well, the ancient philosopher knew
these, thousands of years ago ; so where is the pro-
gress we are wont to boast of? The modern
engineer builds bridges and railways, and great
ships, to carry us from country to country. Butthe
ancient mystic could, as quick as thought, project
his inner self to any place he pleased, however dis-
tant, and see and be seen there. Which is the
greater proof of “progress "—to have one's body
carried in a wooden carriage, over iron rails, at the
rate of sixty miles an hour, or by the force of an
iron will, aided by a profound knowledge of the
forces of Nature, to go in one’s Double aronnd the
earth, through the pathless A4asa, in the twinkling
of an eye? Or take chemistry as an example.
‘We will say nothing about the science having been
- entirely recreated since 1830, when the radical
theory of Berzelius was in vogue: let that pass.
We will take the science as it stands now; and
what is its characteristic? Uncertainty, assuredly.
Great discoveries have been made, but the Jecune,
or gaps, between the chemist and a full knowledge
of thelaws of Nature, are still confessedly as great
as ever; for each new discovery is but another
eminence from which the experimentalist sees the
horizon ever receding. Chemistry can expel life
and disintegrate atoms; it can by synthesis rebuild
inert matter, But it cannot recall the parted life
that is once gone, It can separate the rose-leaf
into atoms, but it cannot mould them again into a
rose-leaf, nor restore its vanished perfume. And
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the body has passed into a state whose physical
appearances closly resemble death. I have stood
by a person in this death-like lethargy, and found
there was neither pulse, animal heat, nor breath,
while, at the same time, the inner self of the ecstatic
was apparently soaring in the supernal spheres,
keenly alive to its rapturous experiences. In a
book of mine (People from the Other World), which
records my rescarches on the Eddy mediumistic
phenomena, I have described the case of a
Mrs. Compton, whom I saw in such a dead-
alive condition, after one of the most marvellous
séances on record. Well, this something that comes
out of the human body is, in the judgment of
occultists, the soul-principle—the responsible en-
tity, the part of a man which, whether inside or
outside the body, is that which acquires the
certainty of Divine wisdom. It is this that be-
comes the true Theosophist. And, as this is not
restricted by the hard limits of creed, race, pre-
judice, caste, and other external relations, which
hedge about the material or physical man, you
will observe that when this self is thoroughly freed
from the restrictive environments of society, it must
be free from our prejudices, hatreds and antipathies,
of one sort or another. This is the part of a man that
becomes an adept, and the very name of Makatina
(great soul), that you have called it by for countless
generations, shows how well this has been under-
stood in India. When the Yogi practises diarana,
dhyan, and samadhi* it is for the purpose of getting
* Three stages of self-induced ecstasy and trance,
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duced to exact and intelligible statement, and
divested of the pietistic language of an immature
and mysterious consciousness. This involves a
conclusion the very reverss of Mr. Herbert
Spencer’s, The true goal of religion is not mys-
tery, but science—a science dealing with a strictly
verifiable order of facts, though an order trans-
cending that with which physical science, whose
professors wrongfully limit the generic term, is
concerned. -

‘What are the suppositions of Religion with which
it is assumed that “Science” can never deal?
That there is a world or objective state beyond
the cognizance of our physical senses ; that man is
a subject who, in addition to his physical organism,
has faculties—it may be undeveloped at the present
stage of human evolution, or it may be only dor-
mant—fitted to relate him by immediate conscious-
ness and perception with that other world ;* and
that physical disintegration affects only the mode,
and not the existence, of individual consciousness.
Lastly and chiefly, though in connexion with the
foregoing propositions, Religion carries her account
of man yet higher, asserting his relation to a
Principle which is the source and inspiration of his
motal consciousness, and which manifests itself in
him as the perpetual tendency to realise an
Universal Will and Nature, and to subotdinate the
individual limitation. These are the fundamental

* “There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body” (1
Cor, xv, 44)
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the electrical polarity of precious stones (which we
find reported in Kieser's Arckia, vol. iv., p. 62)
resulted in proving that the diamond, the garnet,
the amethyst, are — E., while the sapphire is + E.
Orpheus tells how by means of a load-stone a whole
audience may be affected. Pythagoras, whose
knowledge was derived from India, pays a par-
ticular attention to the colour and nature of
precious stones ; and Apollonius of Tyana, one of
the purest and grandest men who ever lived,
accurately taught his disciples the various occult
properties of gems.

Thus does scientific inquiry, agreeing with the
researches of the greatest philosophers, the experi-
ences of religious ecstatics, continually—though, as ‘
a rule, unintentionally—give us a solid basis for
studying occultism. The more of physical pheno-
mena we observe and classify, the more is the
student of occult sciences and of the ancient
Asiatic sciences, philosophies and religions helped.
We modern Europeans have been so blinded by
the fumes of our own conceit that we have not
been able to look beyond our noses. We have
been boasting of our glorious enlightenment, of ‘
our scientific discoveries, of our civilization, of |
our superiority to everybody with a dark skin,
and to every nation east of the Volga and the
Red Sea, or south of the Mediterranean, until ‘
we have come almost to believe that the world
was built for the Anglo-Saxon race, and the stars
hung in the firmament to make our bit of sky
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chooses to tell us, “The more "—says this gentle-
man, himself an avowed religious teacher,—“a man
is found to disbelieve in the natural and legitimatc
objects of faith, the more inclined he is to put his
trust in all manner of magic, witchcraft, and
spiritualism.” What is the use of arguing with a
mind like that? The little world of illusion in
which it lives is quite enough to satisfy its every
desire ; ifit thinks it can find emancipation in it, let
it try. Of one thing such people are most certainly
ignorant, and that is of #ke spirit of the nineteenth
century. The day of blind faith has gone by,
never, 1 hope, to return. If we are to have any re-
ligion—and every man of moral feeling longs for
some religious convictions—it must be one that is
in reconciliation with science and natural law. We
are no longer inclined to catch up our religions,
as though they were made of glass, and run
for shelter behind the rampart of “faith,” every
time a Darwin or a Spencer throws a stonc at
them. The men who desire to prohibit our look-
ing into the mysterious operations of Nature, are
the lineal descendants of the theological doctors of
Galileo’s time. Some of these professors of Pisa
and Padua behaved so absurdly about this theory
of the heliocentric system that he has held them
up to an immortality of ridicule in a letter to
Kepler. “Oh! my dear Kepler,” he writes, “ how
I wish we could have a hearty laugh together.
Here at Padua, is the principal professor of
philosophy, whom I have repeatedly and urgently





